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David Bitan is a roofing professional, licensed contractor, and the owner and founder of Bumble
Roofing based in Southern California. With over 12 years of construction industry experience,
David specializes in restoring, repairing, and maintaining residential, commercial, and industrial
roofs. With over 60 years of combined experience, Bumble Roofing provides easy, friendly
services to structures including residential, commercial, industrial, multi-family, and
government buildings along with hospitals, hotels, and churches. There are 30 references cited
in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has 11 testimonials
from our readers, earning it our reader-approved status. This article has been viewed , times.
Fortunately, you can mend minor issues without the help of a professional. To repair a leaking
roof with curled shingles, straighten the shingles with a heat source, like a hair dryer, and
reattach them with asphalt roof cement or compound. For loose or damaged shingles, remove
them by pulling the nail out and scraping glue from underneath the shingles before replacing
with new ones. For flat roofing, look for cracks or blisters around the leak site and cut a line
down the middle of the blemish with a utility knife. Then, squeeze out any water, cover the area
with roofing cement and drive a galvanized nail through the site. To learn how to repair
damaged shakes, keep reading! Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like
you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login
does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to
continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow
great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust
wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article methods. Tips and Warnings. Things You'll
Need. Related Articles. Article Summary. Method 1 of Check for roof damage above water marks
on the ceiling. Alternatively, wait until it rains so you can pin point the location of the leak. If you
have an attic, head up there with a flashlight, and look for water stains or mold. Note the
location of any evidence you find, then inspect the corresponding spot on the exterior of your
home. If you have trouble, run a hose for 1 to 2 minutes along different sections of the roof.
Have a person inside alert you when they spot water. Inspect your roof for widespread wear and
tear. See if there are numerous failing or missing shingles, wide gaps where roofing material
meets vents or a chimney, and other signs of widespread wear and tear. Additionally, if you find
widespread rot or mold on your roof boards or trusses inside your attic, you might have
structural issues that require a professional roofer. Straighten and reattach curled shingles.
Over time, the corners of asphalt shingles often begin to curl. Carefully smooth out any
curled-back shingles, then use a caulking gun to apply a dab of roof sealant under the raised
corners. Repair a clean crack with roof sealant. Instead, apply a thick bead of roof sealant under
the crack with a caulking gun. Press the shingle down, then apply another bead of sealant over
the crack. Use a putty knife to spread the top bead over both edges of the crack. Collect a small
amount, then sprinkle them in the sealant to match its color to your shingles. Replace broken or
missing shingles. If part or all of a shingle is missing, head to the hardware store to find a
matching replacement. To remove the broken shingle, carefully lift the edges of the shingle
above it with a pry bar. After removing the old shingle, use a sharp utility knife to round the
back corners of the new shingle; this makes it easier to install. If you removed any nails that
secured the shingle above the broken one, replace them. Finally, use a trowel to apply roof
cement over the nail heads and edges of the new shingle. Method 2 of Look for cracks or
blisters in the roofing material. Look closely for small cracks around joints, vents, chimneys, or
other objects that come through the roof. More obvious signs of leaks include open splits in the
roofing material and blisters or bubbles where water and air have collected. Like shingle
repairs, mending minor damage to asphalt or rubber roll roofing is relatively easy. However, if
you notice widespread wear, water stains, mold, or rot on the roof or ceiling, call a professional.
Cut any blisters or bubbles to release air and water. Sweep away any gravel from the damaged
area, then carefully slice through the middle of the blister with a utility knife. Cut only through
the blister at the top layer of roofing; do not cut the roof substrate, or the fiberboard beneath the
rubber or asphalt. After thoroughly mopping up water, allow it to dry for 12 to 24 hours. Blisters
often occur with leaks in roll roofing. If there's no blister associated with your leak, skip this
step and proceed to mending the tear. Spread a generous amount of roofing cement under the
split. Inspect the fiberboard substrate beneath the tear in the rubber or asphalt. If the substrate
is sound, use a small trowel to apply a heavy layer of cement under the edges of the tear. Push
the cement as far under the edges as you can without further tearing the roofing material.
Replace the roofing substrate, if necessary. Carefully cut a rectangle-shaped section that
contains all of the damaged roofing material. Using the section you removed as a template, cut

a new piece of substrate from a sheet of high-density fiberboard, which you can purchase at
your local hardware store. Cover the repaired area with a patch of roll roofing. Apply a generous
layer of roof cement over the repaired tear, then set the patch over the cement-covered area.
Add a final layer of roofing cement for a watertight patch. After covering the mend with the
patch, use your trowel to apply a heavy layer of roofing cement over the entire repaired area.
This will help protect the roofing material. Method 3 of Inspect your roof for signs of damage.
Look for roof damage on exterior areas that correspond with signs of a leak inside your home.
Keep an eye out for broken shakes, gaps in flashing, and other signs of wear and tear.
Remember that replacing a shingle or shake here and there is relatively simple, but widespread
wear and tear calls for a professional. Split damaged shakes with a hammer and chisel.
Carefully position the chisel into the damaged shake, then strike the chisel with a hammer. Use
a steady, controlled motion to avoid damaging adjacent shakes. Use a hacksaw to cut off the
nails that secured the broken shake. Peer into the spot where the broken shingle sat, and locate
the nails that secured it. Saw through the old nails where they protrude from the roof board to
make room for the new shingle. Cut a new shake to fit into the gap. Purchase a shake that
matches those on your roof online or at your local hardware store. Slide in the new shake, and
secure it with 2 galvanized nails. Hammer 2 galvanized wood shingle nails into the new shake at
an upward angle just below the edge of the shake above it. Seal any exposed nail heads with
roofing cement. Then smooth the cement surface with a putty knife or small trowel. Method 4 of
Inspect areas where surfaces join, such as at a chimney or valley. Look for gaps in caulk,
sealant, or aluminum flashing where any objects intersect with or emerge from the roof. These
are some of the most common sources of roof leaks, and smaller gaps are easy to repair.
Scrape away old sealant, wipe away debris, and dry the area thoroughly before applying a new
compound. Use a thin, flexible putty knife to apply roof cement to small cracks in the sealant
around chimneys, pipes, or other joined surfaces. For small gaps at the metal or rubber collar of
an exposed pipe or vent, apply a bead of waterproof silicone-based caulk with a caulking gun.
Repair rusted or loose flashing at a joint. Flashing is typically made of steel or aluminum, and it
seals joints around chimneys, valleys, siding, and walls that intersect the roof. If you find loose
flashing, apply a bead of roof cement beneath it, then press it back into place. Instead, bond the
shingles to the flashing using roof cement to avoid puncturing the flashing. Replace large areas
of failing flashing, if necessary. Pry off stretches of unsound flashing and old roof cement with
a chisel or pry bar. Measure your chimney, vent, or other joined area, and use a pair of straight
cutting tin snips to cut a section of pre-bent base flashing to fit the joint. Wrap the flashing
around the joint and seal it with roofing cement or caulk. If you have a shingled roof, you might
have needed to remove shingles in order to access the old flashing. Replace them, if necessary,
and secure them to the flashing with roofing cement. Properly replacing all of the flashing
around a chimney is complex and may require custom-made materials. If necessary, consult a
professional. Did you know you can read expert answers for this article? Unlock expert answers
by supporting wikiHow. David Bitan. Support wikiHow by unlocking this expert answer. Not
Helpful 0 Helpful 3. One of the rooms has water-like spots and smells damp -- it's probably
leaking through the roof, but I cannot see any water coming through. What should I do? Hire a
professional. My uncle had this happen to him, and he waited too long and had to replace the
roof. Not Helpful 7 Helpful You need some cotton cloths and a cement mix. Make the cement,
then cover the cotton cloths with it. Now, you can place the cloths wherever you want, being
sure to cover all of the damaged areas. Not Helpful 21 Helpful Ryan Mccutchan. Not Helpful 6
Helpful Whenever it rains hard, the water seems to overshoot the gutters of my house and hit
the walls, causing it to leak inside. First check to be sure that they are clear of debris, etc. If it
was over-shooting the gutter, it would be falling away from the walls. If it is indeed a case of
blockage, then it will travel both ways, towards and away from the walls. Not Helpful 9 Helpful
Elastomeric roof sealer is easy to work with because the roof does not have to be dry as when
working with other sealers silicon will not stick if water is present. With the scrub brush, it
sticks very well. Then apply 2 more coats of elastomeric sealer with a paint roller and a pole.
Not Helpful 4 Helpful 7. Use a painter's putty knife to apply tar, rubberized tar or paste around
pipes, gutters and places were two roofs meet. On flatter areas, you could use a paint roller. Not
Helpful 3 Helpful 5. You can use tar and polyurethane mesh. The Polyurethane mesh is sold in
large and small rolls, so buy a small roll. The polyurethane mesh prevents cracking. Not Helpful
2 Helpful 4. Find where your roof is leaking. If it leaks every time it rains, you obviously have a
leak somewhere. Check internally and externally for damage or worn caulk near the chimney.
Not Helpful 5 Helpful 6. An aggressive sealant will do the trick. Clean the area and flush it off
with a little rubbing alcohol. Apply caulking, trowel it in gently with your finger and it should be
good. Or, you can buy a larger sized screw with a grommet and screw through the old holes, but
there must be a solid substrate for this to work. Not Helpful 5 Helpful 5. Unanswered Questions.

How do I seal an exhaust vent leak so that it will last? How do I fix a leaking zinc and wood
roof? How do I repair a leak on tile roof? Do I remove the tiles to access the leak area? How do I
add a second roll of roofing onto an existing roof? How do I repair a leaking roof around a
skylight? Include your email address to get a message when this question is answered. By
using this service, some information may be shared with YouTube. Sealants must be
compatible with the roofing material and completely weatherproof. A polyurethane or silicone
caulking will usually offer long-lasting weatherproof results. Latex and butyl rubber caulk or
sealants are not recommended because they could shrink and crack over time. Helpful 0 Not
Helpful 2. Work on a warm, dry day whenever possible. Shingles are more pliable in warm
weather, and sealants need dry conditions in order to adhere. Most roofs are made of asphalt,
rubber, or wood. Reinforced concrete RCC roofs are uncommon, but if you have one, seal minor
cracks with an epoxy resin or cement labeled for RCC roof maintenance. Major leaks need to be
repaired by a professional. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. Tile roofs should always be maintained by a
professional roofer. Stepping on tiles to search for a leak can easily result in further damage.
Wear rubber-soled shoes for traction. Helpful 33 Not Helpful Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. Helpful 1
Not Helpful 1. Walk on your roof as little as possible when you inspect it and make repairs. If
possible, work from the ladder to avoid causing further damage. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 1.
Working on a roof can be dangerous. If you don't have roofing experience, consider hiring a
professional to complete the job. Related wikiHows How to. How to. Expert Interview. More
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that has been read , times. Reader Success Stories Anonymous Jun 17, Then I noticed the
importance of gathering the items and patience needed for the actual checking and fixing of the
leak. Anonymous Oct 9, The pictures then the instructions helped out so much and made it easy
to follow. Terri Smith Dec 7, It was also given in a simple manner that was easily understood.
Thank you. Edward Harris Jan 30, Used you idea to fix it, and it worked fine. Anonymous Apr 28,
I was able to repair the roof with no problem. Anonymous Sep 5, Patrica Thompson Apr 26,
Anonymous Dec 11, Anonymous Mar 8, Mitchell Jan 15, Anonymous Jun 21, More reader stories
Hide reader stories. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to
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stories Hide success stories. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive
emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. Terrified of public speaking? Get GOOD at
talking in front of people! Take the Course. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of
people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do
this! You can watch these quick tip elastomeric roof coating installation videos right from your
smartphone while on the roof or on the go! Our videos will benefit anyone in the roofing
industry! For specifications and pricing information send your request to info surecoatsystems.
Email Address. StrucSureCoat Wall Coatings. Does your roof suffer from ponding water? Most
flat and low-slope roofs will pond water to some degree. Are you tired of the play-on-words
which eliminates coverage for the 1 offender of flat and low-slope roof systems? Do you want
the security of a roof warranty that actually covers this culprit? Product Data and Specs. How to
Seal a Penetration on a Flat Roof. Acrylic Roof Coating - Video Testimonial. Small Roof Repair
Kit. Need Support? Contact Us. Company Name. Testimonials div. Love your product and have
been telling everybody we know about it. Great stuff! Thanks again! Every person I have spoken
to on the phone has been so pleasant and helpful! You have been so prompt and clear and
helpful in your responses. I am really impressed and grateful for the way SureCoat has done
business with us. Liz Diamond - Price City, Utah. The same roof had been done about 6 years
before with conventional materials at quite a cost but it started to pond and leak through the
ceiling about 4 years ago. With the SureCoat and El Nino, not a drop has leaked through. I had
filled in the ponding areas with self leveling cement to flatten the surfaces. Let it cure for a few
weeks and then did the SureCoat process after some aggressive cleaning. Really happy with the
way
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it turned out. Happy Homeowner, Southern CA. We had 3 smaller areas 10 x 20 that we were
able to get both the first and final application applied and stopped the leaks completely. From
what I am seeing this product is excellent and I am confident that when we are able to finish the

final application on the large areas we will be dry. Thanks for all of your help. The people at
SureCoat are top notch! There is NO other product on the market that can match SureCoat
Thank You SureCoat for accepting my business as an installer for your great product! I am a
DYI homeowner who works in information technology, not in the building trades. I am a few
years into having SureCoat on my roof and it is working great!. I have been in my house over 30
years and since I put on SureCoat, this is the longest period of time I have gone without any
leaks. Thanks for signing up! Interested In Being an Approved Contractor? Click here to find out
how! Call Monday â€” Friday am pm Closed for lunch 12pm â€” 1pm.

