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The Pontiac G8 is a rear-wheel drive sedan that was produced by Holden in Australia, and then
exported to the United States, where it was sold by Pontiac. The G8, a rebadged Holden
Commodore , was released in early for the model year in the United States, and in for the model
year in Canada. Production stopped in mid, following the GM decision to suspend the Pontiac
brand. While available, the G8 took the place in the Pontiac lineup of both the Pontiac
Bonneville , which ceased production after the model year, and the Pontiac Grand Prix , which
ceased production after the model year. By December , the rear wheel drive G8 had not become
the expected sales replacement for the previous front-drive models, with 11, unsold G8s in the
inventory and just 13, sold. By July , there were only 5, unsold G8s in inventory, with almost 30,
sold. With the imminent demise of the Pontiac brand, a result of GM's Chapter 11 bankruptcy ,
the model year marked the end of all Pontiacs, including the G8. However, in July , Bob Lutz
made an off-hand comment during a press review that the G8 would be revived as the Chevrolet
Caprice. Subsequently, Lutz retracted this statement, citing market conditions. The G8 differs
from the Commodore mainly in frontal styling and interior details. Holden chairman Denny
Mooney announced that the G8 is imported from the Elizabeth, South Australia plant, South
Australia for the life cycle of the car, but refused to comment on possible future production at
GM's Oshawa, Ontario facility. The G8 was the first rear-wheel drive four-door sedan sold under
the Pontiac name since the Bonneville and Parisienne. However, at the time of the G8's release,
Pontiac did offer the rear-wheel drive Solstice. Production was discontinued in due to new US
safety regulations and the architecture being phased out worldwide in favor of the new Zeta
platform on which the G8 is based. The base G8, referred to in Pontiac sales literature as the
"G8 Sedan", is available with a 3. Base G8 models come standard with six airbags including
full-length side curtain airbags , traction control , electronic stability control , dual tailpipes,
inch alloy wheels fitted with either all-season or summer performance tires , sports body kit, fog
lights, power windows and locks, cruise control, black cloth seats and a seven-speaker audio
system, including front center speaker, single-disc CD player, and auxiliary input jack. A
"Comfort And Sound" package is available on V6 powered G8s, which upgrades the
seven-speaker audio system and manual HVAC controls to the speaker audio and automatic
climate control found in the GT model. The "Premium" package upgrades the Sedan's cloth
seats to leather seating surfaces, driver and passenger heated seats, six-way power driver seat
adjuster, 6-way power front-passenger seat adjuster, rear center armrest, leather-wrapped shift
lever, and the GT's standard leather-wrapped steering wheel. A 6-speed manual was being
considered as an option on the GT model, but Pontiac decided against offering it, stating that it
would instead be offered as an option on the G8 GXP. One change in was the deletion of the
center stack oil pressure and voltage gauges. In addition to the larger engine and six-speed
transmission, GT models also contain additional equipment, including all of the standard Sedan
features plus quad tailpipes, clear taillight lenses as opposed to the Sedan's traditional red
taillights , automatic dual-zone air conditioning, a larger center-console display screen, and an
speaker Blaupunkt premium audio system with 2 subwoofers, six-disc CD changer, and
auxiliary input jack. A sports package is available on the GT, adding sport metallic pedals, QS4
19" machine-faced aluminum wheels, summer performance tires and a slightly smaller
diameter, leather-wrapped Sport steering wheel. The six-speed automatic was standard while a
six-speed Tremec TR manual transmission was available. It also features a unique front bumper
cover and a rear non-functional diffuser to differentiate it from the standard Sedan and GT
models. The remaining 6 were disposed of [ clarification needed ] through GM's internal system.
Horsepower for both remained , with lb. Following the cancellation of Pontiac brand, it was
reported that Holden planned to sell 1, limited edition version of the Commodore SS V fitted
with the Pontiac G8 front-end fascia and other trimmings. Unlike the G8, which was offered only
as a sedan, Holden would be offering utility, sedan and wagon body variants of the G8. After a
naming contest with more than 18, suggestions, the name remained the G8 ST. A Pontiac
variant of the VE Commodore Sportwagon station wagon was considered as well, but not
imported, partially due to poor sales of the market in general, especially of the Dodge Magnum
as compared to its Charger sedan counterpart. Stealth Blue was discontinued after the first
batch of vehicles were shipped from Australia. First deliveries to dealerships were posted on
GM's website in March , with comments that initial sales were brisk. The GXP is available in all
standard G8 colors. Meanwhile, Stealth Blue and Ignition Orange were unavailable for Stealth
Blue having already been eliminated during model year production. Also for , the oil pressure
and battery voltage gauges at the top of the center console were eliminated. Heavy criticism
among the automotive press of the outdated appearance of these red LED gauges no doubt
factored heavily in their removal. The gauges were simply replaced with a small storage
compartment. National Safety Agency Ltd. The G8 is the primary vehicle in the driving game,
Wheelman. In March , a commercial based on the s arcade game Spy Hunter ran nationally. In
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Pontiac GTO is an automobile that was manufactured by American automaker Pontiac from to
for the to model years, and by GM's subsidiary Holden in Australia for the to model years. The
first generation of the GTO is credited as popularizing the muscle car market segment in the s. It
became an optional package again for the and intermediate LeMans. For , the GTO was an
optional trim package on the compact-sized Ventura. In early , General Motors' management
banned divisions from involvement in auto racing. This followed the voluntary ban on
automobile racing that was instituted by the Automobile Manufacturers Association. With GM's
ban on factory-sponsored racing, Pontiac's managers began to emphasize street performance.
By promoting the big-engine option as a special high-performance model, they could appeal to
the speed-minded youth market which had also been recognized by Ford Motor Company 's Lee
Iacocca , who was at that time preparing the sporty Ford Mustang variant of the second
generation Ford Falcon compact. The development team discovered a loophole in the policy
which does not restrict large engines to be offered as an option. It is an Italian abbreviation for
Gran Turismo Omologato "grand tourer homologated " , which means officially certified for
racing in the grand tourer class. Internally, it was initially called the "Grand Tempest Option" [
citation needed ] , one of many automobiles in the Pontiac line up with a 'Grand' in it. A
tachometer was optional, and was placed in the far right dial on the dash. Most contemporary
road tests by the automotive press such as Car Life criticized the slow steering, particularly
without power steering , and inadequate drum brakes, which were identical to those of the
normal Tempest. Car and Driver incited controversy when it mentioned that a GTO, which had
supposedly been tuned with the "Bobcat" kit offered by Ace Wilson's Royal Pontiac of Royal
Oak, Michigan , was clocked at a quarter mile time time of Since the two engines were difficult
to distinguish externally, the subterfuge was not immediately obvious. Since the car was
damaged during the testing, and Wangers did not want anyone looking under the hood, he used
the blue road course GTO to flat tow the red GTO 1, miles back to Detroit. Frank Bridge's initial
sales forecast proved inaccurate: the GTO package's total sales amounted to 32, units. The
components and instructions could be purchased by mail, as well as installed by the dealer. A
majority of the GTO's made available for media testing were equipped with a Bobcat kit. Milt
Schornack joined Royal Pontiac and helped improve the performance enhancement package.
Adhesive "Royal Bobcats" stickers were also included. The Tempest model line up, including
the GTO, was restyled for the model year, adding 3. It had Pontiac's characteristic vertically
stacked quad headlights. Heavy-duty shocks were standard, as was a stronger front antisway
bar. An additional option was a breakerless transistor ignition. The cubic inches engines
received revised cylinder heads with re-cored intake passages and high rise intake manifolds,
improving airflow to the engine. Transmission and axle ratio choices remained the same. The
three-speed manual was standard, while two four-speed manual transmissions wide or close
ratio and a two-speed automatic transmission were optional. The restyled car had a new
simulated hood scoop. A seldom seen dealer-installed option consisted of a metal underhood
pan and gaskets to open the scoop, making it a cold air intake. The scoop was low enough that
its effectiveness was questionable it was unlikely to pick up anything but boundary layer air ,
but it allowed an enhanced engine sound. Another exterior change was the black "egg-crate"
grille. Car Life tested a GTO with Tri-Power and what they considered the most desirable
options close-ratio four-speed manual transmission, power steering, metallic brakes, rally

wheels, 4. Major criticisms of the GTO continued to center on its slow steering ratio of Car Life
was satisfied with the metallic brakes on its GTO, but Motor Trend and Road Test found the
four-wheel drum brakes with organic linings to be alarmingly inadequate in high-speed driving.
Sales of the GTO, abetted by a marketing and promotional campaign that included songs and
various merchandise, more than doubled to 75, It spawned many imitators, both within other
GM divisions and its competitors. The entire GM "A" body intermediate line was restyled that
year, gaining more curvaceous styling with kicked-up rear fender lines for a "Coke-bottle" look ,
and a slightly "tunneled" backlight. The tail light featured a louvered cover, only seen on the
GTO. Overall length grew only fractionally, to Rear track increased one inch 2. Overall weight
remained about the same. The GTO was available as a pillared coupe, a hardtop without
B-pillars , and a convertible. Also an automotive industry first, plastic front grilles replaced the
pot metal and aluminum versions used in earlier years. New Strato bucket seats were
introduced with higher and thinner seat backs and contoured cushions for added comfort and
adjustable headrests were introduced as a new option. Four pod instruments continued, and the
GTO's dash was highlighted by walnut veneer trim. Engine and carburetor choices remained the
same as the previous year, except the Tri-Power option was discontinued mid-model year. A
new engine was offered that saw few takers: the XS option consisted of a factory Ram Air set up
with a new high lift cam. Approximately 35 factory-installed Ram Air packages are believed to
have been built, though dealership-installed Ram Air packages are estimated to have been
ordered. Sales increased to 96,, the highest production figure for all GTO years. The GTO
underwent a few styling changes in The louver-covered taillights were replaced with eight tail
lights, four on each side. Rally II wheels with colored lug nuts were also available in The GTO
emblems located on the rear part of the fenders were moved to the chrome rocker panels. The
grill was changed from a purely split grill to one that shared some chrome. The GTO also saw
several mechanical changes in The Tri-Power carburetion system was replaced with a single
4-barrel Rochester Quadrajet carburetor. The model year required new safety equipment. A new
energy-absorbing steering column was accompanied by an energy-absorbing steering wheel,
padded instrument panel, non-protruding control knobs, and four-way emergency flashers. A
shoulder belt option was also featured, and the brake master cylinder was now a dual reservoir
unit with a backup hydraulic circuit. Front disc brakes were also an option in General Motors
redesigned its A-body line for , with more curvaceous, semi-fastback styling, which was a
revival of a streamlining on all GM products from until as demonstrated on the Pontiac
Streamliner. The wheelbase was shortened to Overall length was reduced 5. Pontiac abandoned
the familiar vertically stacked headlights in favor of a horizontal layout, but made hidden
headlights available at extra cost. The concealed headlights were a popular option. The
signature hood scoop was replaced by dual scoops on either side of a prominent hood bulge
extending rearward from the protruding nose. A unique feature was the body-color Endura front
bumper. It was designed to absorb impact without permanent deformation at low speeds.
Pontiac touted this feature heavily in advertising, showing hammering at the bumper to no
discernible effect. It included freer-breathing cylinder heads, round port exhaust, and the cam.
The 'official' power rating was not changed. Another carry-over from was the four-piston caliper
disc brake option. However, most models had drum brakes all around. The model year was also
the last year the GTOs offered separate crank-operated front door vents. Concealed windshield
wipers, which presented a cleaner appearance hidden below the rear edge of the hood, were
standard on the GTO and other GM products after having been originally introduced on full-size
Pontiacs. A popular option, actually introduced during the model year, was a hood-mounted
tachometer, located in front of the windshield and lit for visibility at night. An in-dash
tachometer was also available. Redline bias-ply tires continued as standard equipment on the
GTO, though they could be replaced by whitewall tires at no extra cost. A new option was radial
tires for improved ride and handling. However, very few were delivered with the radial tires
because of manufacturing problems encountered by the supplier B. The radial tire option was
discontinued after Pontiac did not offer radial tires as a factory option on the GTO again until
the model. Hot Rod tested a four-speed GTO equipped with the standard engine and obtained a
quarter mile reading of Testers were split about handling, with Hot Rod calling it "the
best-balanced car [Pontiac] ever built," but Car Life chided its excessive nose heaviness,
understeer, and inadequate damping. The CI engine was disassembled and blueprinted to
produce more than the advertised factory horsepower and easily spinning to RPM. It could do
0â€”60 MPH in 5. Car and Driver wrote that the CI powered car was "a fine, exciting car for either
touring or tooting around in traffic. Not overly fussy. Not difficult to driveâ€”-up to a point. Too
much throttle at the wrong time will spin the car, or send it rocketing off the road and into the
farmer's field. You can light up the car's tires like it was an AA-fueler anytime the notion seizes
your fancy. Below 3,, the GTO ran flat and a bit rough. Part-throttle driving at 2, RPM around

town was difficult and unpleasant. Freeway cruising at 4, RPM is anything but pleasant and
promises short life for hard-working engine components. Also, driving the GTO on wet roads
with this deep geared axle was thrilling. Rear tire breakaway could be provoked by a slight jab
at the accelerator, sending the car into a minor skid that usually used up more than one lane of
space. Like all passenger vehicles sold in the United States, GTOs now featured front outboard
shoulder belts cars built after January 1, and side marker lights. To comply with the new federal
vehicle emissions standards, the GTO was now equipped with emissions controls. Sales
reached 87, units, which would ultimately prove to be the second-best sales year for the GTO.
The model eliminated the front door vent windows, had a slight grille and taillight revision,
moved the ignition key from the dashboard to the steering column which locked the steering
wheel when the key was removed, a federal requirement installed one year ahead of schedule ,
and the gauge face was changed from steel blue to black. In addition, the rear quarter-panel
mounted side marker lamps changed from a red lens shaped like the Pontiac "arrowhead"
emblem to one shaped like the broad GTO badge. Front outboard headrests were made
standard equipment on all cars built for A new model called "The Judge" was introduced. The
Judge routine, made popular by comedian Flip Wilson , was borrowed from the act of long-time
burlesque entertainer Dewey "Pigmeat" Markham. Advertisements used slogans like "All rise
for the Judge" and "The Judge can be bought". As originally conceived, the Judge was to be a
low-cost GTO, stripped of features to make it competitive with the Plymouth Road Runner.
Pontiac claimed that the spoiler had some functional effect at higher speeds, producing a small
but measurable downforce, but it was of little value at legal speeds. The Judge was initially
offered only in Carousel Red, but midway into the model year, other colors became available.
The Tempest model line received another facelift for the model year. Hidden headlights were
deleted in favor of four exposed round headlamps outboard of narrower grille openings. The
nose retained the protruding vertical prow theme, although it was less prominent. The
suspension was upgraded with the addition of a rear anti-roll bar, essentially the same bar as
used on the Oldsmobile and Buick Gran Sport. The front anti-roll bar was slightly stiffer. The
result was a useful reduction in body lean in turns and a modest reduction of understeer.
Another handling-related improvement was optional variable-ratio power steering. Rather than a
fixed ratio of Turning diameter was reduced from The base engine was unchanged for , but the
low-compression economy engine was deleted and the Ram Air III and Ram Air IV remained
available, although the latter was now a special-order option. A new option was Pontiac's HO
engine different from the round-port offerings of the â€”72 cars , available now that GM had
rescinded its earlier ban on intermediates with engines larger than HO. A functional Ram Air
scoop was available. Car and Driver tested a heavily optioned , with a four-speed transmission
and 3. Car Life test car had the Turbo-Hydramatic with a 3. A new and short-lived option for was
the vacuum operated exhaust VOE , which was vacuum actuated via an underdash lever marked
"exhaust". The VOE was designed to reduce exhaust backpressure and to increase power and
performance, but it also substantially increased exhaust noise. In that commercial, entitled the
"Humbler", which was broadcast only that one time, a young man pulled up in a new GTO to a
drive-in restaurant with dramatic music and exhaust noise in the background, pulling the
"exhaust" knob to activate the VOE and then left the drive-in after failing to find a street racing
opponent. That particular commercial was also canceled by order of GM management. This
particular GTO in the commercial was "Palladium" silver with a black bucket interior. It was
unusual in several respects as it also had the under-dash "Ram Air" knob just to the right of the
VOE knob, and it sported "'69 Judge" stripes, as a few very-early '70 GTOs could be ordered
with. The Judge remained available as an option on the GTO. Orbit Orange actually a bright
canary yellow became the new feature color for the Judge, but any GTO color was available.
Striping was relocated to the upper wheelwell brows. The new styling did little to help declining
sales, which were now being hit by sagging buyer interest in all muscle cars, fueled by the
punitive surcharges levied by automobile insurance companies, which sometimes resulted in
insurance payments higher than car payments for some drivers. Sales were down to 40,, of
which 3, were the Judge. The version had a slight advantage as the compression ratio was still
at The GTO had another modest facelift, this time with wire-mesh grilles, horizontal bumper bars
on either side of the grille opening, more closely spaced headlamps, and a new hood with the
dual scoops relocated to the leading edge, not far above the grille. Overall length grew slightly
to Sport mirrors increased standard width by two inches, from A new corporate edict, aimed at
preparing GM for no-lead gasoline , forced an across-the-board reduction in compression
ratios. The Ram Air engines did not return for This engine was not available with Ram Air
induction. The Pontiac brochure declared that this engine produced more NET horsepower than
any other engine in its history. For , the standard rear-end was an open 10 bolt. Motor Trend
tested a GTO with the , four-speed transmission, and 3. The Judge returned for a final year, With

the standard equipment being the Mountain Performance package was the HO. Only were sold,
including 17 convertibles, before The Judge was discontinued in February Only 10, GTOs were
sold in , of which were non-Judge equipped convertibles. Both models came standard with
cloth and vinyl or all-vinyl bench seats and rubber floor mats on the pillared coupe and
carpeting on the hardtop, creating a lower-priced GTO. The LeMans Sport, offered only as a
hardtop coupe, came with Strato bucket seats upholstered in vinyl, along with carpeting on the
floor and lower door panels, vinyl door-pull straps, custom pedal trim, and cushioned steering
wheel, much like GTOs of previous years. Other optional equipment was similar to and earlier
models. Planned for as a GTO option was the ducktail rear spoiler from the Pontiac Firebird ,
but after a few cars were built with that option, the mold used to produce the spoiler broke, and
it was canceled. Most of the drop was attributable to the new rating system which now reflected
an engine in as-installed condition with mufflers, accessories, and standard intake. The engines
were relatively little changed from Optional was the HO engine, essentially similar to that used
in the Trans Am. Despite its modest 8. Only cars with this engine were sold. Some sources
discount the single convertible and the three anomalous wagons, listing the total as 5, The GTO
was an option package for the LeMans and featured a reskinned A-body with "Colonnade"
hardtop styling, which eliminated the true hardtop design because of the addition of a roof
pillar, but retained the frameless door windows. Rear side windows were now of a fixed design
that could not be opened and in a triangular shape. The result was the use of prominent and
heavy chrome bumpers at the front and rear. In contrast, the Pontiac Grand Prix and Chevrolet
Monte Carlo , which were also derived from the intermediate A-body, were much better received
because of their squared-off styling and formal rooflines with vertical windows. Pontiac's sister
division, Oldsmobile , received better reviews from the automotive press and the car-buying
public with the similar-bodied Cutlass. The base LeMans coupe featured a cloth-and-vinyl or
all-vinyl bench seat while the more lavish LeMans Sport Coupe had all-vinyl interiors with Strato
bucket seats or a notchback bench seat with a folding armrest. The engine was available with
any of the three transmissions including the standard three-speed manual, or optional
four-speed or Turbo Hydra-Matic. The HO engine did not reappear, but GM initially announced
the availability of a Super Duty engine shared with the contemporary Pontiac Trans Am SD , and
several such cars were made available for testing, impressing reviewers with their power and
flexibility. Eight prototypes were built for testing but were subsequently destroyed. A new
change for was a hood accented with NACA ducts. These ducts were designed to force air into
the ram air-induction system. Although such a system was never offered on the production
GTO. Sales dropped to 4,, due in part to competition from the new Grand Am and the lack of
promotion for the GTO. By the end of the model year, an emerging oil crisis quashed consumer
interest in muscle cars. Bias-belted tires were standard equipment, but a radial tuned
suspension option added radial tires along with upgraded suspension tuning for improved ride
and handling. Sales were an improvement over , at 7,, but not enough to justify continuing
production of the model. Some other factors leading to the discontinuation of the GTO were the
declining interest in performance cars and new emissions laws mandating the use of a catalytic
converter in automobiles. During the Detroit Auto Show , a GTO concept car with a
heritage-inspired "Coke-bottle" shape, grille, and hood scoop, was introduced to the world. It
was only intended to be a design study and had no engine. It had styling cues paying homage
to all the generation of the Pontiac GTOs such as rear quarter windows reminiscent of the
Pontiac GTO, hood-mounted tachometer pod, split grilles, tapered tail lights, twin hood Scoops,
and unique inch wheels. Car and Driver praised the performance of the V8 powered, rear-wheel
drive Holden Commodore SS, but noted that even though it was one of the best vehicles that
GM offered at the time, it could not be purchased in the United States. The idea of importing a
rear-wheel drive Holden as a GM North American performance offering gradually transformed
into importing the Monaro. Lutz, as well as other GM executives, later drove a Holden Monaro
while on a business trip in Australia, which convinced them that importing the car could be a
profitable venture. Lutz had to convince GM executive hierarchy to import the car and overcome
a corporate culture that promoted regional autonomy between GM North America and its
overseas divisions. This resulted in an "unnecessarily long gestation period," as Lutz put it, and
at a much higher cost than anticipated. The Monaro design was introduced in but appeared
"dated" in when it was released in the United States. Both of these elements played a role in the
car's lukewarm acceptance by the general public. It was equipped with the 5. Changes from the
Australian-built Monaro included bracing additions to the body to meet U. GM Engineers
benchmarked the sound of the GTO held in the Pontiac historical collection, as well as other
LS1-powered vehicles while working with the exhaust vendor to tune the system. The effort was
made to make the new GTO invoke the same sound as the original while still meeting the noise
threshold required by some states. GM had high expectations to sell 18, units, but the lukewarm

reception of the car in the U. The styling was frequently derided by critics as being too
"conservative" and "anonymous" to befit either the GTO heritage or the current car's
performance. Given the newly revived muscle car climate, it was also overshadowed by the
Chevrolet Monte Carlo , Chrysler , Dodge Charger , Dodge Magnum , and the new Ford Mustang
, all of whom featured more traditional "muscle car" aesthetics. Critics also pointed out the car's
high sale price. By the end of the year, the models were sold with significant discounts. Sales
totaled 13, of the 15, imported cars for The hood scoops that originally were slated for
production in were pushed into production as part of an over-the-counter Sport Appearance
Package. The Sport Appearance Package also included a taller and more angular rear spoiler,
as well as deeper inset front grilles. The last units of the model year GTOs were equipped with
the W40 package. The major change for was the replacement of the LS1 engine with the LS2
engine. Other changes included larger front rotors and caliper hardware from the Corvette, a
strengthened drivetrain with the addition of a driveshaft with larger " giubos " and a larger
differential flange, as well as revised half-shafts. Dashboard gauge graphics were revised. The
optional dealer-installed Sport Appearance Package became available and differed visually by
having a different lower rear fascia, aftermarket mufflers with quad chrome exhaust tips, revised
spoiler, and front lower fascia extension, recessed grilles and revised rocker panels. This
package was available from GM as an accessory in red, silver, black, or primer for other color
cars. Production amounted to 11, cars due in part to a shortened model year. Changes for
included revised blacked-out tail lamps, illuminated steering wheel radio controls, faster moving
power seat motors, and an interior power door lock switch. The explanation was the inability to
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Pontiac G3 is just as forgettable as its Chevrolet Aveo5 twin -- and pricier to boot. There are
better choices in this segment. When GM was casting about for a small economy car a few
years back, it tapped its Korean subsidiary Daewoo, which was already making a little runabout
called the Kalos. After a quick badge job, the Chevy Aveo was born, and it's been a fixture in the
bow-tie fleet ever since. Apparently, GM was pleased with this rebadging effort, because it's
done it all over again with the Pontiac G3. In other words, the G3 is an Aveo5 hatchback by
another name -- and at a higher price. Though far removed from Pontiac's "We Are Driving
Excitement" days of old, the G3 does give the division a foothold in the increasingly popular
subcompact segment. Like its cheaper Aveo5 sibling, the G3 fails to distinguish itself in any
area, yet this pallid Pontiac costs almost as much as the vastly superior Honda Fit. The G3 is
equipped with some basic convenience items and comes standard with GM's exclusive OnStar
system, but its cabin is notably chintzier than the less-expensive Nissan Versa's. Three-door
hatches like the Hyundai Accent and Toyota Yaris and are at once easier on the wallet and more
pleasant to drive. The G3's combined 30 mpg 28 mpg with the automatic isn't bad, but nor is it
particularly impressive for such a diminutive car -- both the Yaris and Fit provide better gas
mileage. In years past, the Aveo has been a respectable sales success for Chevy, but choices

for subcompacts have only gotten better. The same goes for the Pontiac G3, and it's not an
ideal choice for this segment. You could even go with a base Aveo5 and save a couple grand,
though of course you'll lose some standard equipment in the process, including side airbags.
Overall, we recommend looking past the G3 to more enjoyable rivals like the Fit or Accent. The
Pontiac G3 is a five-door subcompact hatchback available in a single trim level. The Preferred
package adds power accessories, heated outside mirrors and keyless entry; the Cruisin'
package tacks on cruise control, satellite radio and steering-wheel-mounted audio controls; and
the Sport package provides inch aluminum wheels and a leather-wrapped shift knob and
steering wheel. Stand-alone options include a sunroof and leatherette upholstery. All Pontiac
G3s are powered by a 1. This engine is backed by a standard five-speed manual transmission or
an optional four-speed automatic. Front-seat side impact airbags and OnStar communications
are standard features on all G3s. Antilock brakes are an extra-cost option, and side curtain
airbags -- a feature increasingly common in other subcompacts -- are not available. In
government crash tests, the G3 received a perfect five stars for frontal impacts and four stars
for side impact protection. On the other hand, the independent Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety deemed the similar '09 Chevrolet Aveo "Acceptable" the second-highest ranking out of
four in frontal offset crash testing and "Marginal" second-lowest for side impacts. While the
Pontiac G3 doesn't provide much in the way of vehicular entertainment, it's a respectable ride
for knocking out errands or engaging the daily commute. The steering is responsive enough,
and the ride is acceptable by subcompact standards. Unlike other cars in this class, we prefer
the optional automatic transmission to the manual gearbox. Though the five-speed is rated as
slightly more economical around town, its ratios are overly wide, and it's not especially pleasant
to operate. The interior of the five-passenger Pontiac G3 sports decent-quality materials
adorned with metallic-look accents and several storage areas for small items. Climate controls
are straightforward, though the stereo employs an array of buttons instead of more
user-friendly knobs. Though the G3 offers a convenient 42 cubic feet of cargo space with the
rear seats folded, that's nothing to write home about -- and the 7. I'm giving this car a 10 across
the board. I'm doing this with the mindset of my expectations of a compact economy car. I'm
6'6" tall and cannot believe how comfortable the seats are. I love this car and it's exactly as I
expected. For the people who rate the performance anything less than a 10, go buy a Corvette. I
had a Honda and am soooo happy I sold it to buy the G3. No complaints, very happy!!! I've had
it since August It only had 14 miles, when I got it. It now has a little over 52K and its has never
been at the dealer except for oil changes and two alignments! It's due for a tune up this month It
still runs great! About to miles per tank of gas! Best car I've ever had, and I will keep it for as
long as I can! I bought my G3 in August of I currently have 71, miles. I have not had any
mechanical problems, however I have 2 camshaft position sensors go bad. This causes the car
to sputter and lose power and causes a lot of jerking which is bad for the transmission. The ride
is a little rough, about what you would expect in a sub-compact. Power is a joke, 12 seconds to
60 MPH, and fuel economy could be better, and other cars in it's class from the same year
model get better gas mileage and still have better performance. On-Star never worked from the
start and the dealership gave me the run around about fixing it, so it never was, not that I would
subscribe to a nonsense service anyway. I have now had this car about a year in a half! Mind
you it's my first brand new car! I thought i picked a great choice for my first new car. My car has
been to the shop 8 times! Front end problems pulling me to the left hard, driver side mirror
shakes so bad i cant even see out of it when it rains or on im on the high way! Thermostat has
gone out. And just yesterday i had to get the heater blower thing fix! I am trading this car in!
They will not see me again! It sucks gas! It doesn't ride smoothly! Worst choice i could have
ever made buying that car!! I regret every day of it! Write a review. See all 27 reviews. Available
styles include 4dr Hatchback 1. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Pontiac
G3 and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the G3 4. Edmunds consumer reviews
allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are
saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance,
comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to
provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the G3. Edmunds
experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Pontiac G3 and all model
years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the
G3 featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and
driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road
tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different

ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Pontiac G3. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified pre-owned
vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP, average price
paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth,
navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking assistance, keyless ignition,
satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc.
Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare vehicles to similar models of their
choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle
dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask
most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Home Pontiac Pontiac
G3. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Meager power, paltry luggage
capacity behind rear seats, questionable value. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
The Pontiac G3 is a new five-door subcompact hatchback competing in the U. Sponsored cars
related to the G3. Side Impact Test Marginal. The Edmunds experts tested the G3 both on the
road and at the track. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in
your new car, keep in mind that the G3 has 7. And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more.
To determine whether the Pontiac G3 is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews,
which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the G3. Look for specific
complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the G3's average
consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering
whether the Pontiac G3 is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature
availability should all be factors in determining whether the G3 is a good car for you. Check
back soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. Other
versions include: 4dr Hatchback 1. If you're interested in the Pontiac G3, the next question is,
which G3 model is right for you? G3 variants include 4dr Hatchback 1. What do people think of
the Pontiac G3? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of
ratings and reviews for the Pontiac G3 and all model years in our database. Our Review Process
This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's
a good price for a New Pontiac G3? Which Pontiac G3s are available in my area? Can't find a
new Pontiac G3s you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds?
Should I lease or buy a Pontiac G3? Check out Pontiac lease specials. Sign Up. The entry-level
Pontiac G5 and G5 GT deliver a decent amount of functionality and above-average economy,
but not much else. More than any other automaker, General Motors is a big fan of taking a
model and rebadging it for another brand -- the automotive equivalent of re-gifting, you might
say. Sometimes, this can work to a brand's advantage. Pontiac's well-received G8, for instance,
actually hails from Australia as the Holden Commodore. The Pontiac G5 was also subjected to
this process. But in the G5's case, the re-gifting process is about as successful as last year's
fruitcake. The G5 is virtually identical to Chevy's largely unloved Cobalt. This adaptation is
unsuccessful at filtering out the less-than-desirable traits of the original and falls woefully short
compared to its compact-sport-coupe competition. While the G5 is slightly more attractive than
its relative, its styling still lacks the "excitement" that Pontiac strives for. Furthering the G5's
shortcomings is this year's discontinuation of the GT variant's more powerful 2. Previously, this
engine gave some needed spunk to the car. Instead, Pontiac has made the 2. A disappointment,
to be sure, though there is a silver lining -- the 2. You might be a bit surprised to learn that the
G5 is just as fuel-efficient as a Honda Civic. Even with better mpg, however, the Pontiac G5 is
largely rental-fleet fodder. There are just too many faults, such as its lifeless handling,
depressing interior and overall lack of sophistication. The Pontiac G5 compact sport coupe is
offered in a base model as well as a slightly upgraded GT version. The G5 GT goes a step
further with standard inch alloy wheels, a sport-tuned suspension, sport rocker moldings, a
revised front airdam with foglamps, cruise control, Bluetooth, steering-wheel-mounted audio
controls and a more powerful Pioneer speaker system. When equipped with the standard
five-speed manual, the base G5 is known as an XFE. Optional on the base model is the new My
Link Package, which includes inch alloy wheels, an upgraded stereo with an iPod-friendly USB

port, Bluetooth, enhanced OnStar features, cruise control and steering-wheel-mounted audio
controls. Base models can also be equipped with the Pioneer speaker system. Optional on both
trims are remote vehicle start and a sunroof. All Pontiac G5 models are propelled by a 2. For
both variants, the front wheels are driven by a standard five-speed manual transmission with an
option for a four-speed automatic. As expected from any entry-level compact sport coupe,
performance is far from inspiring -- but for that sacrifice, you get very good fuel economy.
Four-wheel antilock disc brakes are available as an option for the base Pontiac G5 and come
standard with the GT. Full-length side curtain airbags are standard on both models, and the
addition of a passenger-sensing system for improves front airbag deployment. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration awarded the Pontiac G5 a four-star out of five crash
rating for driver protection in head-on collisions. It earned five stars for front passenger
protection. In side-impact testing, both front and rear passenger protection earned it four stars.
While the Pontiac G5 offers enough power for the average commuter, handling will most likely
disappoint, particularly on the base model. An abundance of body roll and numb steering limit
the driver's overall connection to the car -- but to the G5's credit, the ride is both smooth and
quiet. In the sport-coupe segment, which leans towards driving enjoyment, the G5 trails far
behind the competition. The interior of the Pontiac G5 is simple and understated, with tasteful
metal accents, but remains unimpressive -- due in no small part to its flimsy plastic surfaces.
Unlike the class leaders, this cheap car has an interior that looks and feels the part of an
inexpensive sport coupe. As reported by our editors, seat comfort is lacking -- even with the
leather seats, and especially in the cramped rear quarters. I bought the bright red Pontiac G5 GT
2 door coupe with automatic transmission new. It came with every available option, IE: leather,
sun roof, Pioneer XM stereo, heated seats, remote start, 17 inch tires. Highway 32 mpg winter,
36 mpg summer. Mileage decreases at speeds over 65 mph. Original tires lasted to 98, Replaced
rear brakes at ,, front brakes at , I change oil every 4, to 5, miles and have most routine
maintenance performed. The front right strut has failed twice weak design. Car is getting noisier
with age road noise. Handling in snow is not very good for this lightweight car. Comfort is not
the best as expected with a smaller lightweight car, but for a go-to-work car, it exceeds my
expectations. Not recommended for adult seating in the back as it is difficult to get in and out
and head clearance isn't sufficient for over 6'-0" individuals. Other than this, it has been a
relatively low cost maintenance car and very dependable. Replaced serpentine belt and second
set of rear brakes around , miles, replaced battery at ,, all for reliability reasons. Still runs good
averaging 35 mpg. Struts starting to rattle with age and will likely replace soon. Up to , miles
now with only routine maintenance. Gave the car to my adult son to drive with , miles now, so
this will be my last update. Still running. Required work on rusted brake cable at , miles. In , I
purchased this car used from a reputable dealer in my area. Truth be told, I've always owned a
foreign vehicle, but I was working with a limited budget, and understood I couldn't be picky. The
dealer showed me this car, and I wasn't totally impressed initially, but after a test drive, I had a
change of mind. This car gets it done. I've had it for about 18 months now, and as a commuter,
who drives about 30, miles a year, my little silver bullet has proven solid through an extreme
winter in Ohio, never given me any engine trouble, and is pretty comfy for a base model. I keep
the oil changed, and I do regular maintenance as the manufacturer suggests. In April, I learned
the transmission was in need of replacement. I now have , on this car. My dad purchased me
this car because I was transferring to a university and I needed a reliable car and I absolutely
love it! I have had no problems other than the steering defect recall which GM is replacing. This
car is very fun to drive, handles well, and gets great gas mileage. It doesn't have the greatest
horsepower, but will get and go. When it was purchased it had about 23, miles and it now has
around 26, Nothing has been replaced. I plan to keep this car until it won't go anymore. I wish
Pontiac didn't go under! Wow, whoever wrote a bad review is totally wrong and has no idea. It
made me realize that a lot of people out there will never be pleased no matter what. The G5 is
small for sure, but it packs a serious punch that I never expected out of a car with a 4 cylinder
engine. It's faster than my Lexus was and is way more fun to drive. In my opinion it's the best
economy car on the market. Seriously, the dudes or dudettes who wrote bad reviews need to
get their heads checked because the G5 is amazing. Just wish they were still being made. I
would get a new one without any type of reservation. Write a review. See all 32 reviews.
Available styles include GT 2dr Coupe 2. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for
the Pontiac G5 and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the G5 4. Edmunds consumer
reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other
drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including
performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available
as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the G5.
Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Pontiac G5 and

all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations
for the G5 featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior,
and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term
road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Pontiac G5. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified pre-owned
vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP, average price
paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth,
navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking assistance, keyless ignition,
satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc.
Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare vehicles to similar models of their
choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle
dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask
most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Home Pontiac Pontiac
G5. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Lacks the interior fit and finish of its
competitors, cramped rear seating, limited storage space, lethargic handling. Other years. List
Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review The entry-level Pontiac G5
and G5 GT deliver a decent amount of functionality and above-average economy, but not much
else. The Pontiac G5 GT drops last year's 2. Bluetooth and iPod connectivity are also available
for the first time. Sponsored cars related to the G5. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out of 5
stars, Dependable Good Gas Mileage. Side Impact Test Acceptable. The Edmunds experts
tested the G5 both on the road and at the track. You probably care about Pontiac G5 fuel
economy, so it's important to know that the G5 gets an EPA-estimated 29 mpg to 30 mpg,
depending on the configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about
carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the G5 has And then there's safety and
reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Pontiac G5 is reliable, read Edmunds'
authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with
the G5. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to
compare the G5's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to
consider if you're wondering whether the Pontiac G5 is a good car. Safety scores, fuel
economy, cargo capacity and feature availability should all be factors in determining whether
the G5 is a good car for you. Check back soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert
testing team Learn more. Other versions include: GT 2dr Coupe 2. If you're interested in the
Pontiac G5, the next question is, which G5 model is right for you? G5 variants include GT 2dr
Coupe 2. What do people think of the Pontiac G5? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts
have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Pontiac G5 and all model years in
our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial
team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for a New Pontiac G5? Which Pontiac G5s are
available in my area? Can't find a new Pontiac G5s you want in your area? Consider a broader
search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Pontiac G5? Check out Pontiac lease
specials. Sign Up. Too bad the timing is so lousy. Even if the GXP is a failure, it will at least be
remembered as the most powerful stock Pontiac ever. Instead, the GXP gets the hated
first-to-fourth-gear skip-shift system on the six-speed manual, which blocks out second and
third under low-load driving. This forces the driver into fourth gear early in an effort to save fuel.
The Internet is thick with do-it-yourself disconnect instructions for the Corvette, so Pontiac
owners should be able to disable the function fairly easily. The quarter-mile takes Too bad this
transmission is only available in the GXP. The steering is lighter and less communicative than
the best racks from, say, BMW, but it still manages to instill confidence in hard corners. Placing
the nose is easy and reassuring as the compliant suspension soaks up bumps and pitching
pavement without disturbing the body, which is well disciplined by the shocks to remain steady.

Grip from the conservatively sized tires is unexpectedly good, no squealing or understeer to
report; we recorded 0. Lurid slides of oversteer are only summoned with a heavy right foot, and
then easily controlled. The ride is set to "livable" and freeway hop is reduced to a distant
ka-wop of the tires in most cases, although the settings are somewhat firmer and the tire rumble
somewhat more pronounced than in the base G8. Four-piston Brembo calipers up front haul the
GXP to a stop from 70 mph in a commendable feet, although we noted a fair degree of fade after
just three hard stops. As in all G8s, exceptional comfort in the seats comes from good thigh
support and thick bolsters. Back-seat riders are pampered by tons of knee- and legroom and a
seat-back fixed at a restful recline. It's a lucky commuter, indeed, who scores a G8 for a taxi. GM
broomed the red-face gauges of the model, all s having white illuminated script that is easier to
read. The dorky, digital, unusable voltage and oil pressure meters in the center stack are gone,
replaced by a shallow cubby maxed out by a few pens. Options are few: a sunroof, all-season
tires for colder climates, and a dealer-installed Track Pack, which includes upgraded
transmission- and engine-oil coolers. The color choices are even the same as those of the base
G8. Cars like the GXPâ€”if not GM itselfâ€”could soon be extinct, because fuel-economy
standards due in the next five years will make their business cases extremely challenging. New
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