Harley tachometer wiring

Harley Davidson motorcycles have a nearly flawless reputation when it comes to customer
loyalty, pride and satisfaction. Every conceivable component, accessory and option can be
purchased for Harley motorcycles, including a vast array of add-on electronics. Unfortunately,
some Harley Davidson motorcycles do not come equipped with a tachometer as standard
equipment for the instrument cluster. That has not stopped Harley enthusiasts from purchasing
Harley tachometers for their motorcycles. Many tachometer kits come ready to install. Knowing
the proper wiring procedure can help the motorcycle owner complete the task in a short time
with a few basic tools. Place the motorcycle in a well-lighted area. Raise it up on its utility
kickstand, if it is equipped with one. Refer to your owner's manual for the battery location; it
could be under the seat, out in the open or behind a side cover. Remove the bolts to whichever
component you need to take off with a socket and wrench. Disconnect the negative battery
cable with a small socket and wrench. Turn the gas valve to the "Off" position. Loosen the fuel
line clamp with a screwdriver and pull the hose free. Locate the mounting bolts for the gas tank.
Loosen and remove the bolts with the proper size socket and wrench. Pull the tank up and
disconnect any wire jacks belonging to inset tank gauges. Set the tank down. Open the kit and
assemble the mounting hardware. Most tachometers have a convenient handlebar or triple tree
clamps. Set the tachometer clamps around the handlebar. Insert the through-bolts and place the
lock washers and nuts on the bolt threads. Tighten the bolts with a socket and wrench. Adjust
the tachometer and tighten the swivel adjusting bolt with a socket and wrench. Loosen and
remove the screws to the headlight shell with a screwdriver. Look at the tachometer wires; one
will be marked for the power and is usually red. Another wire will be green for the magneto or
coil connection and the black wire has a ground designation. Connect the negative cable
backup to the battery with a socket and wrench. Turn the ignition key to the "On" position.
Locate the hot wire inside the headlight case by using a test light to probe the wire while you
turn the ignition key on and off. The test light will illuminate on the proper hot wire. After
identifying the hot wire, remove the negative battery cable with a socket and wrench. Route the
positive red wire on the tachometer down to the headlight casing and push it through the
grommet hole in the headlight case. Cut the red wire to the proper length with wire strippers.
Make sure you have left enough wire to tape to the headlight wire loom or tie-strap it to the
frame. Join the tachometer positive wire to the headlight positive wire with a snap wire
connector by aligning both wires together and snapping the connector over them with your
fingers. Look for a ground bolt or screw inside the headlight case and remove it with a socket or
screwdriver. Run the tachometer ground wire through the headlight case grommet. Cut off the
excess wire with the wire strippers. Crimp a wire eyelet on the ground wire with the wire
strippers and place the eyelet over the bolt or screw. Tighten the ground bolt or screw with a
socket or screwdriver. Replace the headlight shell. Screw the headlight shell screws back in
with the screwdriver. Take the green tachometer wire and route it along the top support frame,
next to any other existing wire loom. Route the wire to the magneto location, or to the coil, if so
equipped. Leave enough wire to connect to the "trigger" side or negative post on the magneto.
Do the same for the negative terminal for a coil. Cut off the excess wire. Crimp a wire eyelet on
the green wire with the wire strippers. Unscrew the nut on the magneto or coil and place the
eyelet over it. Tighten the nut back down with a socket. Look at your wiring route. Secure the
tachometer wires to existing looms or to the frame parts with black electrical tape and tie
straps. Tape them neatly, and if possible, tuck them on the underside of any larger loom. Place
the gas tank back on its mount and start securing the bolts by hand. Tighten the gas tank bolts
with a socket and wrench. Push the fuel line back on the tank nozzle and tighten the hose clamp
with a screwdriver. Turn on the gas tank valve. Reconnect the negative battery cable with an
end wrench. Replace the seat or side case if you had to remove it to access the battery. Test
ride the motorcycle and note the operation of the tachometer. Posting Komentar. How to Wire a
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motorcycles is designed with all the performance and convenience of modern motorcycles
combined with the classic design of vintage Harleys. They don't always come exactly like you
want them right out-of-the-box, so knowing how to add custom accessories, such as gauges, is
necessary for customizing your Sportster. Harley-Davidson manufactures a tachometer kit that
can be used to add a tachometer gauge alongside the factory-installed speedometer for a
custom gauge setup. This clamp is in the center of the handlebar. Set these two bolts aside for
later use. The upper fork bracket cover is located beneath the handlebar where the front forks
attach to it. Remove the four Torx screws on the sides of the rear riser cover with a T Torx
driver. The rear riser cover is just beneath the location of the handlebar clamp. Pry out the tabs
on either side of the electrical harness panel with a standard jeweler's screwdriver. Pull the
electrical harness out of the riser to expose the Deutsch connector. This is the connector that
controls the electrical wiring of the components in the handlebar. Disconnect the Deutsch
connector. Use the jeweler's screwdriver to pry the secondary lock out of the Deutsch

connector. The lock is made of orange plastic and has four square holes and 12 small circular
holes. This will expose the ends of the wires of the handlebar components. Do not remove any
of the other wires. Remove these wires one at a time by prying up the locking tab holding each
one of them in place with the jeweler's screwdriver then sliding the wire out. Cut the black wire
leading from the Deutsch connector to the speedometer with a pair of needle-nose pliers.
Unscrew the speedometer reset switch boot counterclockwise until it comes loose. Remove the
back plate and wiring harness from the back of the speedometer. Remove the speedometer
gasket from the base of the speedometer. Pull the speedometer out of its bracket, leaving the
upper gasket in place. Place the speedometer in the dual bracket included with the Sportster
tachometer kit. Reconnect the speedometer's wire harness to the Deutsch connector. Assemble
the wiring harness for the tachometer by placing the orange wire into the far left hole, the black
wire into the next hole to the right after the large plastic divider and the pink hole into the next
hole to the right. Cut off the opposite end of the orange wire with the needle-nose pliers. Snap
the completed wiring harness into the back of the tachometer. Slide the tachometer into the
empty side of the dual bracket, next to the speedometer. Locate the black wire that you cut
earlier which ran from the speedometer to the Deutsch connector and strip the insulation from
its end with wire strippers. Strip the ends of the black wires from the tachometer and
speedometer and twist them together. Crimp the two wires together using the connector
supplied with the tachometer kit with a crimping tool. Do the same with the orange wires. Insert
all the wires into the Deutsch connector in their correct slots then replace the orange secondary
lock. Remount the electrical wiring harness panel by prying its securing tabs with the jeweler's
screwdriver and snapping it into place. Replace the handlebar clamp and secure it in place with
its two bolts but do not tighten them. Replace the front riser cover with its four T Torx screws.
Step 3 Remove the four Torx screws on the sides of the rear riser cover with a T Torx driver.
Step 4 Pry out the tabs on either side of the electrical harness panel with a standard jeweler's
screwdriver. Step 5 Use the jeweler's screwdriver to pry the secondary lock out of the Deutsch
connector. Step 7 Cut the black wire leading from the Deutsch connector to the speedometer
with a pair of needle-nose pliers. Step 8 Unscrew the speedometer reset switch boot
counterclockwise until it comes loose. Step 10 Place the speedometer in the dual bracket
included with the Sportster tachometer kit. Step 11 Assemble the wiring harness for the
tachometer by placing the orange wire into the far left hole, the black wire into the next hole to
the right after the large plastic divider and the pink hole into the next hole to the right. Step 12
Snap the completed wiring harness into the back of the tachometer. Step 13 Locate the black
wire that you cut earlier which ran from the speedometer to the Deutsch connector and strip the
insulation from its end with wire strippers. Step 14 Insert all the wires into the Deutsch
connector in their correct slots then replace the orange secondary lock. Step 15 Remount the
electrical wiring harness panel by prying its securing tabs with the jeweler's screwdriver and
snapping it into place. Harley Davidson motorcycles have a nearly flawless reputation when it
comes to customer loyalty, pride and satisfaction. Every conceivable component, accessory
and option can be purchased for Harley motorcycles, including a vast array of add-on
electronics. Unfortunately, some Harley Davidson motorcycles do not come equipped with a
tachometer as standard equipment for the instrument cluster. That has not stopped Harley
enthusiasts from purchasing Harley tachometers for their motorcycles. Many tachometer kits
come ready to install. Knowing the proper wiring procedure can help the motorcycle owner
complete the task in a short time with a few basic tools. Place the motorcycle in a well-lighted
area. Raise it up on its utility kickstand, if it is equipped with one. Refer to your owner's manual
for the battery location; it could be under the seat, out in the open or behind a side cover.
Remove the bolts to whichever component you need to take off with a socket and wrench.
Disconnect the negative battery cable with a small socket and wrench. Turn the gas valve to the
"Off" position. Loosen the fuel line clamp with a screwdriver and pull the hose free. Locate the
mounting bolts for the gas tank. Loosen and remove the bolts with the proper size socket and
wrench. Pull the tank up and disconnect any wire jacks belonging to inset tank gauges. Set the
tank down. Open the kit and assemble the mounting hardware. Most tachometers have a
convenient handlebar or triple tree clamps. Set the tachometer clamps around the handlebar.
Insert the through-bolts and place the lock washers and nuts on the bolt threads. Tighten the
bolts with a socket and wrench. Adjust the tachometer and tighten the swivel adjusting bolt with
a socket and wrench. Loosen and remove the screws to the headlight shell with a screwdriver.
Look at the tachometer wires; one will be marked for the power and is usually red. Another wire
will be green for the magneto or coil connection and the black wire has a ground designation.
Connect the negative cable backup to the battery with a socket and wrench. Turn the ignition
key to the "On" position. Locate the hot wire inside the headlight case by using a test light to
probe the wire while you turn the ignition key on and off. The test light will illuminate on the

proper hot wire. After identifying the hot wire, remove the negative battery cable with a socket
and wrench. Route the positive red wire on the tachometer down to the headlight casing and
push it through the grommet hole in the headlight case. Cut the red wire to the proper length
with wire strippers. Make sure you have left enough wire to tape to the headlight wire loom or
tie-strap it to the frame. Join the tachometer positive wire to the headlight positive wire with a
snap wire connector by aligning both wires together and snapping the connector over them
with your fingers. Look for a ground bolt or screw inside the headlight case and remove it with a
socket or screwdriver. Run the tachometer ground wire through the headlight case grommet.
Cut off the excess wire with the wire strippers. Crimp a wire eyelet on the ground wire with the
wire strippers and place the eyelet over the bolt or screw. Tighten the ground bolt or screw with
a socket or screwdriver. Replace the headlight shell. Screw the headlight shell screws back in
with the screwdriver. Take the green tachometer wire and route it along the top support frame,
next to any other existing wire loom. Route the wire to the magneto location, or to the coil, if so
equipped. Leave enough wire to connect to the "trigger" side
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or negative post on the magneto. Do the same for the negative terminal for a coil. Cut off the
excess wire. Crimp a wire eyelet on the green wire with the wire strippers. Unscrew the nut on
the magneto or coil and place the eyelet over it. Tighten the nut back down with a socket. Look
at your wiring route. Secure the tachometer wires to existing looms or to the frame parts with
black electrical tape and tie straps. Tape them neatly, and if possible, tuck them on the
underside of any larger loom. Place the gas tank back on its mount and start securing the bolts
by hand. Tighten the gas tank bolts with a socket and wrench. Push the fuel line back on the
tank nozzle and tighten the hose clamp with a screwdriver. Turn on the gas tank valve.
Reconnect the negative battery cable with an end wrench. Replace the seat or side case if you
had to remove it to access the battery. Test ride the motorcycle and note the operation of the
tachometer. Labels: Harley Davidson. Newer Post Older Post Home.

