Ford ranger tail lights not working

Found out Both of my tail lights are not working. Checked bulbs Went under.. Checked all of the
fuses.. None are labeled. But they seem ok.. Went under hood checked power distribution box,
Those are labeled and they are ok There are 3 relays on eec there also that but don't know what
they go to Dash light doesn't work either. Anyone have any ideas.. I went under and check
connections seeing if the were plugged in. Got any ideas? I think you should do a more
complete check of the fuses. The dash lights and the taillights are on the same circuit. If you
still have your owners manual, it gives a more detailed description of circuits on fuses.
Headlights are on a circuit that is protected by a circuit breaker in the switch, if it isn't the fuse
I'd suspect the switch. Most likely the fuse is gone. Usually, on domestics when there's no tail
light the dash light does not work either to let you know. Replace the fuse, if this does not work,
it's rare but you must have both rear light bulbs bad. Good luck. The bulb is a two element bulb.
The tail light element is burned out therefore replace the tail light before you get a ticket which
is far more expensive.. Trending News. Tiger Woods injured in one-car rollover accident. Pat
Sajak called out for mocking contestant. Top volleyball duo boycott country over bikini ban. Do
you know your privilege? An eye-opening lesson. Justice Thomas's election-case dissent draws
ire. Judd makes hour trek home after shattering leg. Answer Save. Favorite Answer. Fast Turbo
Syclone Lv 6. Genegee Lv 7. Still have questions? Get your answers by asking now. The rear or
tail lights are a safety feature on your automobile. They become even more important while
driving at night, low visibility conditions such as fog, storms, rain, and other bad weather. The
taillights indicate the size and shape of your vehicle besides your position on the road to other
drivers. These lights illuminate brighter when you are applying brakes. This indicates to the
person behind you to stop or slow down and change their path. During the day the headlights
are off and only the rear lights are used to indicate that the driver is applying brakes. The
taillights come on when your headlights are on or your parking brake is engaged. The brake
lights turn on when you apply pressure on the brakes. In most automobiles, the taillights are red
while the brake lights are a brighter, more luminous red. The rear lights are controlled by the
same switch as the headlights. The power flows through a relay to the rear lights when the
switch is turned on. While the brake light switch is connected to the brake pedal which comes
on when the pedal is pressed. When the tail lights fail or do not function properly the car
becomes a danger or hazard to self and others on the road. You may receive a ticket or citation
from the traffic police. Blow fuse â€” The first thing the mechanics check is the fuse
corresponding to the rear lights. When the fuse is blown it does not allow the circuit to
complete. As the rear lights are not connected, they do not illuminate. A fuse is a band of metal
alloy inside a plastic container It is designed to break in the event of a power surge. When the
band melts the circuit breaks and protects the electrical system and the lights from damage.
One is situated inside the cabin. Here the fuse panel is on the passenger side underneath the
dash behind the plastic panel. In some automobiles, they may be on the side of the dashboard
allowing the passenger side door to open all the way. The other common situation of the fuse
box is under the hood. It is mostly a large black box with many wires connected to it. To access
the fuses, you have to take off the lid. Each of these fuses controls a different component. Their
function is usually enlisted on the cover. If it is not indicated there then consult the car manual.
You will find the year, the model-specific make specified on the diagram. When you have
located the fuse for the tail lights use a fuse tester to check the connection. If the tester lights
up â€” your fuse is functioning fine. If it does not light up then, replace the fuse with another of
the similar amperage and size. In many instances, you can see the break in the metal strip of the
fuse. Burnt out light bulbs â€” The other reason your tail lights are not working but your
headlights are maybe a blown bulb. When the filament inside the bulb breaks it cannot
illuminate the gas enclosed within the glass cover. This burnt-out bulb does not affect the
circuitry of the light system and it continues to function normally. You may have to remove the
cover of the tail light. In some cars, there is an access panel that has to be removed to reach
inside to twist out the spent bulb. Unscrew the bulb and inspect it closely to check if the
filament is broken. The high resistance filament is placed between to electrodes that glow when
current is passed through this system. This glow is the red tail light. A broken filament will not
produce any light thus you will have to replace it with a new bulb. Bad relay â€” Relays are
switches that open or close the circuits electronically or electromechanically. They control one
electrical circuit by shutting or opening connections in another circuit. A relay controls the
power flowing through a system. Automatic relays automate this function where power flows
are on or off at particular times. In this case, the relay will transfer power from the battery to the
taillights. But when it fails â€” the connection is not completed. This may happen because the
relay is not grounded correctly. An improperly grounded wire can cause excess charge to build
up in the system and cause a short circuit. There may be broken wires along the relay system.
To correct this, you may have to obtain the diagram to visually inspect the system. The wiring

going to the tail lights may be damaged or broken with cracks in the insulation. The ground wire
should not be broken or cut as this will not deliver electricity to the sockets in which the bulb is
fitted. Bad switch â€” The tail light switch does not turn on or flickers and remains off. This is
an indication of the wires not connected correctly to the switch. Usually, the switch turns on the
taillights, the headlights and parking lights are connected to this switch. You can pull out this
assembly and checked with a multimeter for issues. If the rear light lights up correctly but does
not become bright when the brake is applied then the switch of the brake is faulty. This circuit is
connected with the brake pedal â€” if the switch is out of place or connected incorrectly then
the pedal may not be able to complete the circuit correctly. The socket which holds the bulb
may have failed. These are conductive surfaces that help the passage of electricity. The socket
fails with moisture enters â€” this may also cause rusting. The rusting may also break the
connection with the wire in the back. Inspect the socket for discoloration â€” brown, black,
whitish, etc. Check if there are dislocated, bent or broken pins. Then use a multimeter in the
socket to check the passage of electricity. If electricity is not reaching the pins than there is a
failure in the passage of current somewhere in the electrical system. The latest cars have
ambient light sensors. The on-board computer turns on the tail and headlights according to the
light outside the car. If it is dawn or dusk the head and tail lights will come on by themselves.
The light sensors also switch off the daytime lights in some latest models. When the sensor is
dirty or damaged it cannot tell if it is dark or day outside. If your parking and headlights do not
turn on but the brake lights do â€” the ambient light sensor is the culprit. Overall tracking the
causes why tail lights not working but brake lights are is frustrating. But thankfully as the
taillights run on their isolated circuit there should not be any problem to track the issues.
Besides, you are secure as the brake lights are connected to the pedal and are connected to
another circuit. Thus, the brake lights will come one when you press the brakes. Your email
address will not be published. The Causes Why Tail Lights Not Working The common causes
the tail lights do not work are; Blow fuse â€” The first thing the mechanics check is the fuse
corresponding to the rear lights. Fuses are located in two regions of the car; One is situated
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working. My tail lights are not working. I had the fast blinker in both directions on the dash. No
brake light, no blinker or reverse. It's like the housing is dead. I have a crew cab Lariat. Where is
the tail light fuse located? Not sure.. What have you done to your truck recently? Hounddog
Well-Known Member. I haven't changed anything on the lights yet I noticed that these were
missing Well, assuming someone did not steal or remove those fuses, so gonna assume you
dont need them. Have you done anything to the truck? Last edited: Jul 4, So strange Gray
Horizons Helicopter said:. So odd. They work one minute then they don't. Also the mirror lights
only work with the flashers. Taking it to the dealership on Monday. Hounddog said:. So still
didnt check connections? You must log in or register to reply here. We respect your privacy. All
email addresses you provide will be used just for sending this story. Ford is recalling 78, of its
Ranger pickup trucks because an electrical connector may be loose or not properly installed.
As a result, the taillights may be inoperative or work intermittently, according to the automaker.
Ford has said that this problem does not affect the center high-mounted brake light. The recall
is for 72, Rangers in the U. Ford said in its recall notifications that it is not aware of any crashes
or injuries associated with this problem. Vehicles recalled: 78, Ford Ranger pickup trucks from
the model year in the U. The problem: An electrical connection for the taillights may not be
secure or may be misaligned. This can result in the lights for stopping, turning, or reversing
either working intermittently or being inoperable. This could lead to a crash. The fix: Ford will
notify owners if their vehicle is part of the recall. Dealers will inspect one of the connectors for
the taillights and, if the connection is loose, a replacement connector will be installed. Owners
may call Ford customer service at There is no date as to when the recall will begin. Because
automakers issue recalls often, and for many older vehicles, we recommend checking back
regularly. Create a free account now to become a CR member. I owe my career to two fateful
events: my father buying a Corvette and my purchase of an Audi A4 rather than a Chevy Tahoe.
The Corvette jump-started my love of cars, and the Audi led me to automotive journalism, track
days, and amateur car repair. In my free time I cycle as much as possible, no matter the season.
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Member Services at Automaker says loose electrical connections could lead to a crash. By Jon
Linkov. November 25, Sharing is Nice Yes, send me a copy of this email. Send We respect your
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Posts: 5. Tail lights not working. Hey guys In my Ford ranger 3. However, everything else works.
Hazards, Signals, Headlights, Brakes, and even license plates all work. I have already checked
the bulbs and none of the filaments blown. I have also looked over all the fuses and they all
seem to be ok. Any ideas as to where the problem would be? It is my understanding that the
license plates and tail lights are on the same circuit Any help is appreciated!! Join Date: Jun
Posts: 1, Re: Tail lights not working. Tail-lights and tag-lights are on 2 different wire harnesses.
In this photo, the larger upper one is the tail light harness, which runs across the bottom rear
edge of the bed, whereas the other smaller tag-light harness runs acr
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oss the rear frame cross-member. Have you looked for unplugged connector, or maybe
corrosion on either end of that tail light harness? Mine was corroded inside the tails connector
which does comes apart, for repair. My tag lamp socket wire also corroded, but much more
recently. Last edited by cvar; at PM. For now, I jumped a wire across the connection and
soldered it in I plan on rewiring everything including a new pigtail for trailer lights this spring
when it warms up hopefully Thanks again!!! Thread Tools. User Name. Remember Me? Forgot
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