Bmw 325es

The e was an economy-minded model developed for the American market. It used a stroked 2.
Produced for the American market, the e was part of BMW's answer to the oil crisis; using a
high-efficiency, low-power, high-torque version of the M20 engine. Production of the e began in
when BMW put the 2. The first models were available to buy from early The following year, the
four-door saloon version of the e was also released, alongside the i. Built on the
US-specification pre-facelift E30, it came with all the options you'd expect to see on an E Except
high revs. The difference represented by the 'e' was in the engine bay; an engine designed with
efficiency and economy at the top of the manufacturer's agenda. The little car took to it well,
and more four-door e units were sold worldwide than the equivalent four-door i. It was the
sports car for those who don't want a sports car. In the eS was introduced. It used exactly the
same engine as the e, but had in addition a larger grille air inlet, sport suspension, firmer
anti-roll bars, limited slip differential, sport seats, tech-1 steering wheel, rear spoiler, the button
OBC , Blaupunkt premium sound system, electric sunroof, and cruise control. In four-door
saloon format, the e actually outsold the i despite the i being in production for a year longer
than the e. One of the most significant race successes for the e came in , when tuner and driver
Ray Korman was shot to fame after seven wins in one series, winning the Driver and
Manufacturers Championship, and then placing 1st in the Watkins Glen 24 hour Race, using a
modified version of the e. The last of the e editions was in , in the form of the vastly updated
facelift "super-eta" cars, before production ended in late , after a production run totalling
around , units. Many e are still around nowadays, high build-quality as well as their fundamental
purpose of being driven gently, mean that they have generally lasted very well, and are still a
popular car in America today. Elsewhere, they're often seen as useful donors for their engine
blocks, to create the stroker. With the current social trend for more ecologically friendly cars,
and the rising cost of fuel, it seems that the near future of car and engine design may lie in the
past, with the E30 e. The e uses the M20 B27 engine. This is the Eta engine; the 2. In the Eta
engine, this head was modified, using only four cam bearings rather than seven, very soft valve
springs, short duration cam, and small inlet manifold ports. This gave the characteristics of very
low revving, and very low fuel consumption, but also very little power. The Eta head was
mounted on a long stroke, straight six block. This made an ideal pairing with the head, and
despite the lack of power and engine speed, the long stroke produced a great deal of torque
across a very wide power band. Later cars, from onwards, were fitted with a different cylinder
head. This was based on the "" head used in the i, and is known as the Super Eta. To
accommodate the new head, the engine management was updated to Motronic 1. The
compression ratio was also dropped, owing to some detonation problems when using 95RON
fuel. A common modification for the E30 is to mate the 2. The torque of the long stroke block is
combined with the high power of the uninhibited head, increasing power substantially over the
normal Eta engine; from bhp to around bhp, as well as some torque increase. There are a few
methods for doing this modification. For details, see Building a 2. Another effective, and much
simpler, way to achieve more power from the Eta engine is by fitting a chip. Fuel delivery is
increased, and the rev limit is raised. For more details, see the Chip Fitting Guide. Jump to:
navigation , search. Navigation menu Personal tools Log in. Namespaces Article Discussion.
Views Read View source View history. This page was last edited on 30 March , at Content is
available under. Images are general in nature and may not reflect the specific vehicle selected. It
had over a half dozen different four or six-cylinder engines, including a diesel, and models
ranged from the humble hp to the mighty mph M3 Sport Evo. The number of E30 models can be
daunting, but one universal characteristic is a balanced chassis and sharp, predictable handling
thanks to MacPherson struts up front and the semi-trailing arm rear suspension. The tradition of
bad behavior at the back end of a BMW has been allowed to lapse. Daily driving a sorted one is
perfectly feasible. The E30 underwent dozens of changes throughout its production run and the
car varied from market to market, but one major change came in with new bumpers and other
styling tweaks as well as a change from the M10 four-cylinder engine to the improved M40 and
the introduction of the wagon body style. For example, a i was a BMW 3-Series with a 1.
Transmissions for E30 models, meanwhile, included Getrag 4- or 5-speed boxes as well as ZF
automatics. For all Hagerty Insurance clients: The values shown do not imply coverage in this
amount. In the event of a claim, the guaranteed value s on your policy declarations page is the
amount your vehicle s is covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would
like to discuss your Hagerty Insurance policy, please call us at Get a Quote. Model Overview
Images are general in nature and may not reflect the specific vehicle selected. Click on
thumbnails below for larger PICs. I decided to help my brother bring this BMW back to life help
meaning most of the work. Before Pics: PA Seller took these prior to auction listing I snapped a
few before pics as I was replacing things too -. In the time period he owned the car and since I
had helped him make it his, he had had the AC recharged with dye to find a leak but not

identified the source or replaced the seals and had the head rebuilt when the headgasket was
replaced to correct a leak. Since I decided to keep my Scirocco that my daughter learned to
drive in I decided this would be her car as soon as she found a job and got her drivers license.
The first thing I did was rip out the black carpet over the factory carpet and remove the eBay
seats and replace them with the OE Sport seats. The original carpet was scrubbed with and
vacuumed and came out pretty clean, I forgot we had to cut the carpet at the sill plates to make
room for the "over" carpet so I will have to figure out a way to repair that OR buy some used OE
carpet later. I also fixed the glove box it was hitting the speaker in the kick panel using a Dremel
and a sander to make it more accomodating. The immediate concern to address was the
sagging exhaust, I corrected this short term by using some baling wire to support it where the
hangers had rusted off. I knew this car from PA would have some rust and started by liberally
soaking everything down with PB Blaster. Having a helper is not required but speeds things up,
they can hold one end while you work on the other to get it bolted up. I found that attaching the
rubber donuts to the car first, then the rubber donuts to the top mount worked well. I loosely put
one bolt in the flange joint, and then loosely installed the muffler in the rear mounts. After
installing and tightening the flange joint bolts, I checked the alignment in the back and
tightened those mount bolts until the clamps were bottomed out. With filter change, about 4.
There is a good write-up on the oil change process at Pelican Parts. I used some tweezers as
my reset tool, inserted in the correct pins on the service connector and had my daughter turn
the key to on not start the car and count to 4 or 5 while watching for the service lights to come
on- any longer and the service indicator is reset as well. To get the OBC light and socket
assembly out, a small socket was press fit tightly over the light socket and used to remove it.
Since the light and socket are an assembly, I decided to use a pick to break the bulb out of the
socket. We now have all lights functional again Now back to fluids, specifically the transmission
and rear differential. To start the car was driven for minutes to get everything warmed up, to me
this equals better draining with more particulate suspended in the fluid. I use the crossmembers
to jack up either end and then place jack stands under the appropriately reinforced areas- see
picture HERE from one of the forum members. The transmission in our es was a green label
model, according to the Amsoil site there was no recommendation for this label type and the
Royal Purple site recommended their 75w90 MaxGear. I knew the transmission held 1. This
transmission had the pipe thread external 17mm HEX bolts so no replacements or new crush
washers were required. The drain bolt is the one with the magnetic center. I have a hand pump
for my Amsoil fluids but Royal Purple has to be different with their bottle type, so I ended up
using a spare empty Amsoil tranmission fluid container with the Royal Purple fluid and pump.
When the fluid starts to run back out of the fill hole the transmission is full and can be buttoned
back up. The differential holds 1. The differential had internal 10mm HEX bolts with crush
washers, these should be replaced. Again, I ended up using a spare empty Amsoil tranmission
fluid container with the Royal Purple fluid and hand pump. When the fluid starts to run back out
of the fill hole the differential is full and the bolts can be torqued to 41 ft-lbs. Taking the car out
for a test drive, the transmission shifted a little smoother and less notchy than before and I
noticed no chattering from the rear differential which seems to suggest the RP fluid contains
enough friction modifier for this application. The transmission fluid looked to have been
recently changed, the rear differential fluid not so recently. I have always upgraded my
European cars with European headlight assemblies for this reason- a better, more usable and
focused beam pattern with less glare to oncoming drivers. They had a good selection and great
prices, these are the guys a lot of the forum users order from. The headlight grills on either side
have to be removed for installation, three clips on top and two screws on the bottom. Three
screws are removed from the headlight retainer rings and the headlight can be unplugged for
removal. The Hella H4 assemblies can then be installed, be sure not to touch the H4 bulbs while
installing them in the headlights, gloves can be used. Installation is reverse of removal. MUCH
better, I can see now. I usually install headlight protective film as soon as I install new
headlights but decided this time to wait The 40 mil is thick but these headlights are flat, I cut the
6" x 12" piece in half and applied one half to each lens. After misting water on the LaminX, I
squeegeed the film down working my way from the center out several times until no bubbles
were present. Hopefully this will be the last headlight replacement for a while With older cars,
you can always count on the occasional surprise. Today I found the plastic battery cover
holding a small puddle of water. It did not appear to be coming from the trunk seal, but after
looking around carefully I found that the tail light gasket was allowing a SMALL trickle of water
in on the passenger side and the driver side was starting to weep a bit too- leaking tail lights.
The tail light gaskets are not expensive but would have to be ordered, as a short term maybe
long term? Once they are out of the way you can access the screws holding the tail light to the
car, the two outboard screws work with a metal clamp that is loose after the screws are

removed. The electrical connector can be removed by pushing the release clip in and sliding the
plug out. Once the tail lights are carefully removed, the area where the gasket resides can be
wiped clean with a towel. Next the weather stripping is applied around the perimeter, I used
weatherstripping that compressed to almost nothing and had light adhesive on one side- so
light that I kept having to push it down until the tail light was reinstalled on top of it. I tried to
apply the weatherstripping so that it would allow water to flow out and not puddle up, I also
placed the joining seam at the bottom center of the opening. When reinstalling be sure to hand
tighten the screws, I found some of these to be a little loose when i was removing them. This fix
has worked so well, I don't see any reason to order the OE gaskets at this point. I quickly pulled
over and the coolant level was My guess was the coolant level sensor in the radiator expansion
tank had gone bad. It initially would only light up after it got warm but eventually lit up as soon
as the car was turned on. The central locking system had not worked since my brother
purchased the car. I found a few suggestions on the internet as possible problems. One,
detailed HERE , explains how a power wire for the cental locking relay runs into the door to an
optional lock heater which is rare to be found installed and then back to the relay. I decided to
fix this even if it was not the problem, picture with details below shows how the wire is cut to
the door and to the relay and spliced together to eliminate any complications. The second fix,
detailed HERE , showed how the central locking module can fail by one of the pieces becoming
unsoldered- this was definitely my issue. After a few minutes with a soldering gun all was well.
To access the cental locking module, the left side speaker and kick plate have to be removed.
Two screws under the speaker hold the central lock module in, after these are removed the
module assembly can be pulled up and out- somewhat difficult due to the wiring harness. Once
removed there are two screws that hold the relay and module to the mounting bracket, they are
removed to access the central lock module- Note how this is assembled so that you can
reassemble the same way. The central locking module can be removed from the casing by
unplugging the wiring harness, using a small flat blade screwdriver to remove the plastic end
cap side opposite plug , and sliding the circuit board out of the case. While disassembling the
door panel for the above lock rebuild, the interior door handle that opens the door disintegrated.
I also found several of the door panel clips missing or broken. Pelican Parts to the rescue again,
they source several remanufactured parts cheaper than the dealer. I ordered a new interior door
handle, door handle trim, and some new door clips. My temporary door handle was some rope, I
thought it slightly resembled the door pulls in the Porsche Club Sport If you rolled the window
down to remove the door panel, you want to have it rolled up to install the new door handle- you
will need the space to maneuver the door handle on to the release rod and into place behind the
door for mounting. The old clips on the old door handle are removed and installed on the new
door handle. The door handle can be pulled to hold it in place until the two screws are started, I
used the rings the screws had left in the paint prior to line things up while tightening. Broken
and missing door panel clips were replaced prior to installation. Volunteer drivers co-pilot the
kids through some road courses setup to present some real world situations they can get into
while driving and show them how to maintain control of the car. You can see that my daughter
was super thrilled to get up early on a Saturday to go do this but she really did have a great time
while learning some things about car control- BIG THANKS to the volunteer instructors and
other volunteers from the chapter for staffing this event. New Struts and Strut Mounts InstalledThis is one that could have waited, but was necessitated by my daughter trying to drive her E30
over a curb. Strut replacement involves removing the strut assembly after: disconnecting the tie
rod 17mm socket and a-arm 19mm socket , removing the speed sensor and brake sensor wiring,
removing the speed sensor 5mm HEX , and removing the brake caliper with carrier 19mm
socket and supporting. Once these are all removed the 3 nuts on the strut tower are removed
while holding the strut assembly 10mm socket. Once removed a spring compressor is used to
compress the spring and an air impact wrench 19mm socket is used to remove the nut at the
top of the strut. There is a type of spanner wrench that is used to remove the strut retaining nut
but I found a pipe wrench works well and precludes buying another "special tool". The old strut
is removed and the new strut is installed. The only issue I ran into was the tie rod and a-arm ball
joint separation from the strut assembly. I ended up using PB Blaster, heating around each hole
with a propane torch careful not to heat the ball joint bolts or boots, and using a hammer to free
the ball joint We also found a surprise on the good side of the car, a broken spring. The air
wrench came in handy when reinstalling the balljoint bolts after they were tightened as much as
they could be with a ratchet. Other than replacing above I also had to reattach the lower front
airdam to the bumper, fortunately it had already been damaged by the prior owner so it really
couldn't get much worse. The plastic in these latches fails over time, and the hook in the release
mechanism had broken on mine. By carefully breaking the handle off don't want to damage the
glove box I was able to access the release mechanism with a flat head screwdriver and open the

box to remove the broken piece and replace- two phillips head screws. If the screws are too
tight the latch will not work smoothly and may require some fine tuning. What is that smell? I
found the fuel injector hose leaking in a few places, mainly at the 3 way split that feeds the fuel
rail. At first look it appeared to be a leaking injector closest to the firewall but was leaking at the
three way split and running down the hose and down the injector to make it look that way. Not a
small leak by any means, more like a pour my daughter swears it just started smelling? Also a
good time to get fuel injection hose clamps if yours have been replaced at some point with the
worm style, the worm clamps are not smooth like the fuel injection hose clamps and bite into
the hose. The center badge was removed from the OE wheel using a small flat blade screwdriver
to pry out. This allows access to the steering wheel nut that is removed with a 22mm socket and
breaker bar. At this point it should be easy to free with a few good pulls. Once removed the
Momo hub can be installed first torque the nut to spec and then the horn ring is placed in
position to bolt the wheel to the hub using the supplied HEX head screws- you may also find it
easier to plug in the horn at this point and feed the button through the steering wheel hole.
Noise precluded driveshaft removal and new center support bearing and guibo at a minimum.
While the driveshaft is out it is also a great time to replace the rear transmission seals and
shifter if you are so inclined. Elring seals and Febi guibo all sourced from Pelican Parts. You
may also want to source new lock nuts, they are compression locking so I reused mine as some
others have. As it turned out, the u-joints were shot video HERE so a rebuilt driveshaft was
sourced from Wholesale Import Parts based on positive feedback from forum members- I had
the same great experience. There are many E30 driveshaft DIY guides on the web, in addition to
the Bentley manual, so I won't try and reinvent the wheel but will provide some supplemental
pics and provide some input to the process. One thing I did not do was remove the section 1
exhaust, the manifold to the cat was left intact but was allowed to drop. After dropping the
driveshaft I could really see how bad the center support was, rubber was OK but the support
surrounding the rubber was broken. The guibo was OK but I could see where it was starting to
get old and develop cracks. IF you plan to remove the flange and replace the seal as I did, you
will need a propane torch to heat the bolt and an impact wrench with 30mm deep socket to
remove the nut- this particular job emphasizes how GREAT air tools are. Prior to removing the
nut the locking ring will need to be pulled out, it is just press fit and easily removed with a small
screwdriver or pick. Once the nut is removed you may have to pull pretty hard on the flange to
get it off due to the sealer used on the splines. After removing the flange I noticed that the
rubber around the vibration damper was starting to show some age as it was cracked and soft
in places- so I removed it by hammering out the studs. Be sure to use nuts on the studs when
hammering so that the threads do not get deformed. PB Blaster helps when used around where
the studs are press fit through the damper. After the studs are removed the damper and flange
are separated and the studs are pressed or hammered back into the flange. Be careful not to
damage the soft transmission case during removal. I used deep sockets the same OD as the
seals to drive the new seals into place using a small hammer- Not deep but flush with the case
surface. The Hylomar flange sealant was used to lightly coat the flange splines and bearing
contact surface, the LocTite was used on the flange nut threads and base. These items were
both found at the local McParts stores. I again used the impact wrench on the flange nut, this
time to reinstall. Not as exact as a torque wrench but I did not have the tool to hold the flange
while tightening the nut. Driveshaft was reinstalled the same as it was removed. I installed the
guibo before reinstalling- the arrows at each hole should point towards the flange that bolt is
for. After this step don't forget to tighten the driveshaft clamp nut. While the drivershaft was
down and out, it was a great time to replace the transmission mounts. Mine were covered in
trans fluid that had been leaking and I had some leftover UUC black mounts with enforcer cups
from my Z4M so it was a no-brainer for me to go ahead and do this. This shifter felt great initially
but developed some serious slop. The entire shifter carrier was removed and I installed the
harder urethane front bushings after removing the OE rubber bushing and also filled in the rear
bushing voids with some E to make it a little stiffer but still have some flexibility. The selector
rod seal was also replaced while everything was out and easy to get to. After reassembling
everything there was still some play in the shifter, all because of the gearshift selector rod joint
the joint that has a single pin connecting the shift selector rod to the transmission input rod.
After replacing this joint there is zero slop. I had a Momo Race leather shift knob from an old car
that I installed to complete the Momo and leather theme. Always something to do on an older
car- I get a call when I'm out of town that my daughter's car has died while enroute to school
and will not start, feels like a dead battery she says. Call road service and get it towed home
until I can troubleshoot. Battery was replaced recently before we bought the car so my first
thought is alternator, specifically the voltage regulator. I get home and remove the voltage
regulator to find the brushes well below spec, I'm surprised there were no early warning signs.

Old voltage regulator was pulled out after removing two screws, probably a good idea to
disconnect the ground terminal at the battery first just in case. The new regulator was a little
harder to install with the longer brushes and spring tension, to make it easier to use both hands
the air intake and plumbing could be removed for access. I start the car and using a volt meter
at the battery and a helper, turn the small adjustment screw if needed to see After some quick
Google review, it seems that the plastic gears get brittle over time and need to be replaced. I
used the guide HERE to remove the instrument cluster and disassemble. I also used the
opportunity to polish up the lens cover for the cluster using 3M Finesse and some wax before
reinstalling. The E3 gear was the next to go a few weeks later ours was the 14 tooth. Buy the set
and only take the dash apart once. Having never really known when the last timing belt change
occurred, we felt like we were living on borrowed time. I also decided to replace all of the
coolant hoses. I did not do any of the seals- they were not leaking OR not leaking bad so I
decided against it, we were pressed for time. This job is not tough but IS time consuming, a lot
of disassembly is involved to get to the timing belt and water pump. Something that is heard
quite a lot lately in the classic car community is that all the good deals are gone. Sadly, the days
are over for buying those icons of the s for that little money. It does not matter if there is ever a
market correction, the cheap old days for those cars and others of that era are over. But all is
not lost as there is another era that has up until recently been largely ignored, and that era is
the s. That was a time when many landmark cars were created, and they now just are being
noticed by collectors. One such example is the BMW E30 3-series. The well-equipped interior
looks to be a good condition. The E30 3-series was possibly the most important car ever for the
BMW brand. Sure, the M1 was amazing as was the long-ago The 3-series is still the most
important car for BMW, largely because they have sold more of them than any other model. That
is all nice history, but the best part about the E30 3-series BMW is that it is currently very
affordable. The ES is the sporting model of the e with an uprated sports suspension, a great
front spoiler and an interior featuring Recaro sport seats. The inline-6 is known for its long-lived
durability. This example, located in Hailey, Idaho, looks to be in amazing condition with nice
paint, an excellent interior and the dealer says in the ClassicCars. The mileage may sound high
at just over , miles, but those who know the E30 cars will tell you they can easily double that
mileage. This car is loaded with every available option including a 5-speed manual
transmission, power everything, sunroof and leather. The lesson here that there are still plenty
of great deals out there. You just have to move forward a few eras. However, I am old enough to
remember when the E30 was being sold new. In those days, the general consensus about the
ES which was not only applied to the 3 Series was that it was a performance dud â€” having
been designed for economy and emissions compliance. The iS was touted as the one to buy.
Used car guides published in my country Australia usually advise against buying the ES to
avoid an inevitable disappointment. Thanks Mike and Max. I know Mike that they are not the
fastest thing out there but they did get the suspension from the IS and they are also a lot
cheaper than the IS in comparable condition. I like this car because it looked to be such a great
value in a nice BMW, slow maybe but also remember that the ES also has the ability to get as
much as 32 MPG and is still a great handling car with terrific build quality. All that made it a
good pick for me. Thanks again for the comments! What is puzzling, is that everything but the
front spoiler is authentic on the version pictured. Its red with natural leather interior and a new
top. I know it is a year later but that spoiler is the correct one for an ES,the IS had two more
lower cooling ducts added. Sign in. Log into your account. Password recovery. Pick of the Day.
By Andy Reid. July 9, The BMW ES features a deep and dramatic front spoiler Something that is
heard quite a lot lately in the classic car community is that all the good deals are gone. The
well-equipped interior looks to be a good condition The E30 3-s
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eries was possibly the most important car ever for the BMW brand. The inline-6 is known for its
long-lived durability This example, located in Hailey, Idaho, looks to be in amazing condition
with nice paint, an excellent interior and the dealer says in the ClassicCars. Andy Reid Andy
Reid's first car, purchased at age 15, was a Fiat coupe. Since then, he has owned more than
carsâ€”none of them normal or reasonableâ€”as well as numerous classic motorcycles and
scooters. A veteran of film, television, advertising and helping to launch a few Internet-based
companies, Reid was a columnist for Classic Motorsports magazine for 12 years and has written
for several other publications. He is considered an expert in European sports and luxury cars
and is a respected concours judge. He lives in Canton, Connecticut. Thanks for the great write
up Andy! Whats a i bmw roadster convertable worth? Recent Posts. Gooding hits another

percent auction of Phil Hill mementos February 23, All rights reserved.

