98 chevy cavalier fuel pump

If you have a full tank of gasoline and your Cavalier just stops running, you could have an issue
with the fuel system. Most of the fuel system problems come from the fuel pump located in the
gas tank of the Cavalier, but it can be a fuel filter as well. You can troubleshoot the fuel system
on the Cavalier with a few tools right at home and save yourself the cost of taking it in to the
auto shop. Pop up the hood on your Cavalier and set the parking brake. Locate the fuel line that
enters the injector system. You will find the line on the top of the engine. You can follow the line
back under the car and see it continues back to the fuel tank if you have trouble locating it.
Remove the fuel line from the injector unit with the pliers by squeezing the clamp and pulling
the clamp back on the line. Have your small container there to catch any fuel. Have your friend
turn on the key and notice if fuel starts to flow. Have your friend turn off the key quickly. If you
did not have fuel flow, then move on to the next step. Place two wood blocks at the left rear tire.
You will place one block in front, and one behind the tire. This will keep the car from rolling.
Jack up the passenger rear tire with the floor jack by positioning the jack under the frame and
pumping. Once the passenger rear side of the car is high enough to slide under, place the jack
stand under the frame to hold the car in position. Slide under the car on the passenger rear and
find the fuel filter. The fuel filter is located in the fuel line under the passenger side of the
Cavalier. Remove the fuel filter connection on the front side of the filter by pulling back the clip
on the line with your hand. The front side of the filter is the side closer to the engine. Have your
friend turn the key on and off again quickly. Notice if any fuel flows out the filter. If no fuel flows
out, then you have an issue with the fuel pump or the fuel filter. Remove the other side of the
filter clip and remove the filter completely. Have your friend turn the key on and off again. If fuel
still does not flow, then you will need to replace the fuel pump unit in the fuel tank. If fuel flows
through the line, then you need to replace the fuel filter. Katie B. Marsh is a self-published
author, article writer, screenwriter, and inventor. After graduating from South Coast College of
Court Reporting, she worked as a congressional and freelance court reporter for eight years.
She began her writing career in Her content may be found on amazon. She completed her first
screenplay in October Step 1 Pop up the hood on your Cavalier and set the parking brake. Step
2 Remove the fuel line from the injector unit with the pliers by squeezing the clamp and pulling
the clamp back on the line. Step 3 Have your friend turn on the key and notice if fuel starts to
flow. Step 4 Place two wood blocks at the left rear tire. Step 5 Jack up the passenger rear tire
with the floor jack by positioning the jack under the frame and pumping. Step 6 Slide under the
car on the passenger rear and find the fuel filter. The fuel pump from a to Cavalier can be easily
replaced as long as the proper precautions are taken to make sure the fuel is not accidentally
ignited. Working with fuel requires precautions. The procedure is fairly straightforward and lets
you save money by doing the work yourself. With proper preparation, basic auto repair
knowledge and the right tools, this job to be done in three hours or less. Raise the rear end of
the car using ramps or jack stands. Chock the front wheels to prevent it from rolling off of the
supports. Remove pressure from the fuel lines. The easiest way to do this is to remove the fuel
pump relay in the engine compartment fuse box. Once the relay is out, start the vehicle and let it
use the rest of the fuel in the system. Disconnect the negative battery cable to prevent the
system from accidentally powering and possibly igniting fuel. Wrap the negative cable with tape
to prevent accidental connection. Disconnect the rubber hangers on the exhaust system by
removing the bolts securing them to the underbody of the car. Allow the exhaust pipe to rest on
the back axle. Disconnect the fuel filter hose and the EVAP line by unhooking the connectors,
pushing the connectors out of their holders and pulling off the hoses. Disconnect the fuel filler
neck by loosening the clamp and removing the hose. Remove the straps holding the tank in
place and disconnect the heat shield by bending it to remove it from the rivet holding it to the
underbody of the car. Lower the tank far enough to reach in and disconnect the electric lines
from the pump. Finish lowering the tank to the ground. Remove the pump lock nut with a pair of
water pump pliers to free the fuel pump from the tank. If the pliers do not work, use a piece of
wood or a brass punch and a rubber mallet to prevent sparks to strike the lock nut in a
counterclockwise direction. Remove the pump by pulling it out of the tank. Make sure the fuel
drains from the pump before it spills over the floor. Make sure the electrical connector from the
old pump matches the new pump. If they are not compatible, check if the new pump came with a
wiring harness and change it. If there is no harness, exchange the connector on the pump itself
with the connector on the new pump. Fuel is a highly flammable liquid and could be set afire by
not taking the proper precautions. Wrap the negative battery cable with tape to prevent an
accidental connection. Scott Whitney has been writing and editing since for the Army. Whitney
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liquid and could be set afire by not taking the proper precautions. Haynes; My girl friend has a

chevy cavalier with a fuel pump problem. We replaced fuel pump a month ago and four years
before that. The pump won't work some times. Fuse is good and have swapped relays too. It's
been three weeks since it quit last time. I"ve checked all the plugins and used dialectric grease
on all plugs. Has anyone else had these problems? Don't know if this is related, but years ago I
had a problem with my fuel pump not a Chevy , not working and blowing fuses, the problem
turned out to be the voltage regulator on the alternator. Or just buy a new cap. As long as there
is pressure in the gas tank, the fuel pump will probably work fine with a plugged vent, but if on a
cold day a vacuum builds up, the pump can't get suction, it'll cavitate, run hot the fuel cools the
pump , and use excess amps and burn out. Also, a lot of cars now have two fuel pumps--one at
the tank and one at the engine. If the one at the tank is broken or poorly functioning, it might be
the problem. Thank click and clack. It's what they would say. Your connection will work because
they fit cars built after You reset the codes for the car and try starting it and driving it until the
light kicks on again. The display will not only tell you what the problems for every issue the car
has. I used it on my Kia Sportage. It was running rough, it not only told me that it was missing
on a cylinder but told me which cylinder was missing. I had a fouled plug. They are worth the
investment and it's good to know in advance what you are taking your car in the shop for
instead of paying extra for the shop to waste labor doing a lot of troubleshooting. Cavaliers
have come up on these forums more then any other automobile about having problems. I used
to sell cars for a Dodge, BMW, Suzuki dealership and we had about 4 used Cavaliers and all of
them were plagued with being hard starters to begin with and were hard to see. Cavaliers seem
to me to be a poor car. Try checking for a good ground for the pump, use a multimeter at the
underhood plugin, and also look for a hot spot melted plastic in the fuse panel under the hood.
Remove the associated relays and fuses and check for a bad female connector that the relays
and fuses plug into , the plastic around the bad connector will be melted slightly from the heat
generated by a poor connection. I have seen this before. Replace the fuel filter. If you can get to
the pump plug under the back seat i would also suggest you check for corroded wiring at the
pump plug itself. Remove the plugin at the tank and pull each wire on the plug with needle nose
pliers , if one wire seems to stretch as you pull then you have found the culprit. I have seen this
in a 10 year old vehicle. Best of luck. My car is doing the same thing, excelerating to the speed
limit then shutting off. After it sits for about 10 - 15 minutes, it will start back up again, only to
stop after driving for a little bit. What ended up fixing the problem with your car? I can't say for
the Cavalier specifically, but Chevy likes to use the oil pressure gage input to run the fuel pump.
The relay is just for a signal to get the process started until the oil pressure comes up. The oil
pressure sending unit from Chevy is a problem even when new. Look for the test plug in for
when the car was new. One wire socket of the plug when jumped with power will run the fuel
pump for test purposes only do not try until you know which one. If you plan to work on this car
very much get the code reader and a Helms service manual over You will be surprised what can
be done with them. This thread seems to be struggling to go forward. Perhaps this old post will
shed some new ideas around. This vehicle has a fuel pump test lead under the hood. It is red in
color. It is at the rear of the driver's side front shock absorber tower. There should be about six
inches of the wire sticking out of the harness. The end of the red wire has a black plastic
terminal protector over it. If you run a jumper wire with a 10 amp fuse in it to this red wire, the
car should run. If it does, you have a problem in the oil pressure switch circuit. This oil pressure
switch circuit starts at the 20 amp "fuel control fuse". That fuse is not in the fuse panel, it
should be under the hood, behind the passenger front shock tower. Look for the orange wire in
and out of a small black plastic housing, 1"x1. Test this fuse next. From the fuse it then runs
through an orange wire to the oil pressure switch. After the oil pressure switch the wire is now
tan with a white tracer on it. That wire runs all the way to the in tank fuel pump. On that part
about the jumper wire. Right to the battery terminal. I included the fuse as a safety precaution,
in case there is a short. If not the wire should provide power to the in tank electric fuel pump.
When you jumped the red wire, did the old fuel pump run or make any noises? I thought you
were trying to find what it took to get the old pump to run? I've been having the same problem. It
started a couple of years ago. Car just quit on me. Had tank and all pulled and came to find out
it is just in the wiring. Someone rewired it right to the fuse box inside the car. Then I had a
college redo it. Ran fine for months and couple of days ago, same darn thing. When it don't
start, all I do is bang on the gas tank just like you would with a starter and will fire up. Almost
looks like the wiring might be pinched. I'm wondering if this could be a flaw in these cars. But,
it's a temporary solution till I can get it looked at. Winter now and don't make it any easier!!
Hope this helps. Banging on the fuel pump may signal a bad fuel pump itself. Try to not let the
fuel level drop below half. If the in tank pump stays submerged in fuel, it may not need to be
"bang started" Good luck. Bob C I know this is an old post but it sure sounds like you know
what your taking about. I am looking for the red lead test wire but I am not seeing it Anywere

else it could be When I pulled the filter I noted that I got quite a bit of fuel that came out, like
almost gushing out compared to when I do my 06 F At first I just turned that key over a few
times to re prime the fuel lines then went to crank it, still got a no start I checked all the fuses
and relays for the fuel pump and all are good. I then pulled the fuel line back off the filter and
had someone crank it over and I got nothing out of the fuel line Whats going on here? Is there a
fuel pump inertia switch for this car? I looked forever in the owners manual and did not see
anything about one Sorry for the time delay. If you can not find the red plastic terminal
connector, go to the oil pressure switch. There should be three wires on it if there is only one
OPS, and two wires if there is a separate oil pressure switch for the gauge, or light. Look for a
tan colored wire in the wires that are connected to the OPS. Run a jumper wire from the battery
positive to the tan wire, BUT, use a 20amp inline fuse in the jumper wire to protect everything.
That should bring power to the fuel pump. Listen for it while jumping. This would be the power
being used by the fuel pump. Some times allowing a fuel pump to become dry will cause it to
seize. You may be able to bump start it and buy some time with it, but it should not thought as a
repair. Try connecting the jumper wire and then bumping the bottom of the fuel tank. This may
start it again. If that does not cause the pump to run, it may need a new pump. This is fairly
common in these vehicles. Before you replace a pump, check the tan wire at the fuel pump
connector. It should be live with the jumper wire connected. If not, do not remove the fuel tank
until you can bring power to the fuel pump. Good luck. There is also a ground wire for the
electric fuel pump in the area near the tank. It should be black. It must be grounded to make the
pump work. Fuel problem on 94 cavalier. Fuel pump not running but I do not think it is getting
power. Tried the jump you suggest and still no fuel. You refer to a tan and white wire at the fuel
pump. My circuit diagram says grey goes to the fuel pump. Is this a model year difference? I
unhooked the connector with the grey wire at the pump and checked for voltage while in run
and cranking - no voltage. Before I try the jump on this to see if I have a bad wire, I want to be
sure I am checking the right thing. The other two wires are red and black and appear to be the
fuel guage. There is another connector here with red, black and brown. Want to be sure I am
checking the right one. I have had the same problem with my wife's Chevy Cav. It all started
when she ran out of gas on the highway. I purchased a new fuel pump and replaced it. About a
month later, I could not get the car to start and I thought that is was the fuel pump again since
the car would turn over but not run. After about a month of research and forum reading I was
not able to find a solution to fuel pump dilema. I went back and dropped the tank again to check
the wires and make sure nothing had come loose. Everything looked good, so I put it all back
together. When I went to crank the engine it started. Fuel was pumping to the engine and it all
looked good again. About two weeks later it did the same thing, again. Long story short I have
figured out that if I disconnect the wiring harness where it plugs into the body of the vehicle let
it sit for a while and plug it back in; the fuel pump will start working again. I have considered
everything from the oil pressure switch, the fuel pump relay, the ignition switch, and the ignition
control module. I looked some of the service history on the car and noticed that the ignition
switch was replaced on the vehicle in for excessive heat. I have also seen that the ignition
switch is a cause for problems in the vehicles. I am not sure whether this combined with other
issues would cause the unique problem and solution that I have. In your case, if you are going
to the harness to disconnect it, why don't you attach an additional wire to the wire that is used
to supply power to the pump between the pump and the harness where you are disconnecting
it? If you get a small indicator light and attach it to the new wire, you will be able to see if there
is power to the pump when you find it dead. Just a thought that would not cost much, and is
within the range of what you are already doing. Read post 19, and let me know if that allows
your pump to run. Normally the pump receives power through the oil pressure switch, and only
relies on the relay to start the car. Having a related, though not all together similar problem with
a 99 cavi 2. After a bumpy ride down a Montana dirt road, we got back to town and later that
week it blew the fuel pump fuse that's located in the cab. Replaced the fuel pump, the fuel filter,
didn't fix it. Later saw a minor wear on the wire located under the rear seat pad in the back, right
next to the drive line hump, taped that and it worked for a bit. Then stupidly we took it out in the
wilds bumpy roads blew the fuse again. Couldn't tape it back to working. I've since grown
frustrated. I can't find much of use on this problem on the internet. I noticed above in this thread
that you could jump from the oil pump switch. Would this be a good test to indicate whether the
OPS is the culprit, or might it be useless as the reason for a fuse to blow is too large of a draw
or a short to ground? Perhaps just a few suggestions at this stage would be helpful. Take a test
light or voltmeter, and test the bare exposed wire for voltage. It should have 12 volts for one
second when the ignition switch is first turned on, It should also have 12 volts while holding the
ignition switch in the start position. And once there is oil pressure, it should also have the 12
volts. I can't do any tests because the initial 3-second prime that is supposed to happen during

a key-on situation, is what blows the fuse in the cab. The "exposed wire" you're referring to isn't
the problem, I don't think it ever was, I just taped it as a cautionary measure. From the wiring
diagram I can't really determine where to start looking for a short. Granted that a short is what I
have surmised as being the problem for such a large draw i. OK, that alone gives us something
to work with. To save the cost of fuses, you can get a circuit breaker that is the same amp rating
as the fuse, but will reset either manually, or automatically. First try to find the oil pressure
switch. It might be handy to have an indicator light that feeds from that breaker to make it easier
to evaluate. If the oil switch is not the short, the next place that I would try is as close as you
can get to the fuel tank sending unit. If there is an accessible connector, remove it and try again.
If there is no accessible connector, I would determine what color the power feed to the fuel
pump is, and snip that wire for the test. Not a recommended practice normally, but your
alternative would be dropping the fuel tank. I have one more trick for you. For some years, GM
left a fuel pump test plug under the hood. It will have a red plastic connector. It is the only red
connector there. It is usually located on top of the driver's side front wheel well. Or, against the
fire wall, between the master cylinder, and the driver's side hood hinge. It is always inches
lower than the hood line. It may be tapped to the other wires in a harness with a black cloth or
paper tape. That connector is connected directly to the fuel pump power supply. New Post.
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