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The Dodge 4. While it may be the ideal engine for some, it may be a problematic engine for
others. In is post, we will examine the Dodge 4. It made its debut as the engine for the Jeep
Grand Cherokee. The engine then was placed in several Dodge vehicles which include the
Dodge Dakota, Ram, and Durango. The 4. As an engine that was created as a replacement for
the 4. While the Dodge Ram is a vehicle that comes with three engines available, the 3. The
middle engine of the Dodge Ram, which is the 4. With such sustainable power, the engine offers
gas mileage that will suggest a look at the third engine of the Dodge Ram. That third engine is
the 5. The Chrysler Company crafted the 4. The engine was also known by the name of
PowerTech between the years of and Not only was the engine used in Dodge vehicles, but it
was also used in various Chrysler and Jeep vehicles. Some of the vehicles that were
manufactured with the 4. The Mitsubishi Raider was also outfitted with the 4. Back in , Chrysler
released the first generation 4. Two updates to the engine were also released in both and For
the first generation 4. For this engine, the bore by stroke is 3. Additionally, the top horsepower
is at 4, rpm. This engine features torque that can range from model to model. That torque can be
, as well as foot-lbs. The first-generation 4. This brings the total number of valves to The second
and third generation of the 4. With the 4. While many of the performance numbers and specs are
similar among all three generations of the 4. The latest version of the 4. Additionally, Chrysler
improved the cylinder heads, the intake manifold and the camshaft pistons. Check out some of
the most prominent features and specs of the 4. Check out some of the most common issues
with the Dodge 4. Engine failure with the 4. Generally, you will see engine failure when the
engine runs for over 70, miles. Given such, engine failure is a huge risk, should the engine
owner ignore oil sludge. Then, there are acceleration issues at play too. Sludge also leads to
engine overheating too. This will then result in cracks that will be in the system. So, if you are
experiencing engine failure with your 4. Engine failure can be due to the age of the engine. So,
how do you remedy this? You may try to switch out parts of the engine to keep it running. But
eventually, you will have to replace the entire engine. Thankfully, you will see signs that you will
need to replace your 4. And you may even be able to find a replacement engine for a great price.
Buildup or sludge, can affect the performance of your 4. Once the engine oil thickens, the
performance of your engine will begin to decline tremendously. Engine oil sludge will also
cause other issues such as engine failure and even transmission issues. The best way to
reduce oil sludge is to get the oil changed regularly. In fact, this is a great rule to follow, with
ANY engine. After identifying oil sludge with your 4. If you did one oil change, you may want to
get another oil change too. Your mechanic may even recommend that you change your oil to a
high-quality oil too. An engine that is overheating is a fairly common issue, after a vehicle has
ran for too long, without any preventive maintenance. When an engine ages, it is important to
keep up with its maintenance, while looking for signs of wear. To remedy your engine
overheating, you want to stop driving your vehicle and give it a rest. Then, take an opportunity
to check over the preventive maintenance for your car. Of course, the best way to get a hold on
engine overheating issues, is to take your car to a trusted mechanic and get a proper diagnosis.
Did you recently remove the oil cap of your 4. This generally happens once air is found places
where it should not be, resulting in bubbles. Oil foam also arises in conditions where there is
excessive moisture or humidity in your engine oil. Typically, this issue can when you fail to heat
up your engine sufficiently before you run your vehicle. For your oil foam issue, you will need to
take your car to a trusted mechanic. Afterward, you may consider the following to keep oil foam
away:. Secondly, try to invest in a synthetic oil that is of high quality. Talk to your mechanic and
find out the best oil for your vehicle and your 4. While there are other issues with the 4. The
bottom line is this: the 4. If you have the patience, time and money to fix the issues- while
investing in preventive maintenance- you can see longevity with your 4. Why Us? How it works
What we do Blog. All Rights Reserved. This was the first new V8 engine for Chrysler since the s,
although for them [2] The companion V6 was basically the V8 with two fewer cylinders, another
concept that originated at AMC before the company joined Chrysler. They were not used in any
cars, but were reserved for truck and SUV use. They are also known as Next Generation
Magnum in Dodge applications. E85 compatible versions of some PowerTech engines were
developed and used in numerous Chrysler vehicles. On April 9, , the last 4. The 4. The
displacement is 4. It has a cast iron block and aluminum heads with two valves per cylinder. It
uses chain-driven Single overhead camshafts , one in each head. A "High-Output" version of
the 4. This engine was discontinued after the model year , though the non high output 4. See
Allpar's page on the latest 4. The EKG is a 3. It displaces 3. It utilizes a counter-rotating balance
shaft mounted between the cylinder banks to deal with vibration problems of the degree V6
design, as well as use a degree split pin crankshaft to fire the cylinders every degrees. It uses
Sequential fuel injection , has roller followers, and features fracture-split forged powder metal
connecting rods and an assembled reinforced plastic intake manifold. From Wikipedia, the free
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speed: 45 kPA, 7 psi 3, rpm kPA, psi. Eventually the engine made its way into a handful of
Dodge, Jeep, and Chrysler vehicles up to In Dodge applications, the 4. Performance numbers
may not look great by modern standards, but the V8 was pretty stout for its time. However â€”
as with all engines â€” the Chrysler 4. In this article, we break down a few of the common issues
with the 4. The original variant of the 4. However, a few models moved to the 4. The engine then
went on a few year hiatus before appearing again in several models. Power comes in at
horsepower and torque. More powerful engines were found in model years as there were a few
updates to further improve performance. Additionally, the Chrysler 4. All engines are prone to
faults are failures, especially with age and mileage. Gaskets, hoses, seals, etc can harden and
crack with age. Almost all engines are prone to cooling system problems at some point, and the
4. Some of these are wear and tear parts prone to potential failure. Radiators and hoses may
also develop cracks with age and mileage. Point is â€” there are a lot of things that can go
wrong with the cooling system. Rather, when something fails one or more of these symptoms
will pop up suddenly. A cooling system issue can quickly lead to over-heating. If the Chrysler 4.
Costs may vary quite a bit based upon year, model, and what part s in the cooling system failed.
Head gasket problems can potentially pop up naturally on the 4. However, the most common
cause of head gasket failure is overheating. Almost any engine will experience head gasket
problems if allowed to overheat severely for too long. However, the 4. If you notice a potential
issue with the cooling system pull over somewhere safe immediately. Again, the 4. Some of
these symptoms are shared with the other cooling system problems from above. Rather, the
coolant will leak internally, burn off, and create white smoke from the exhaust. It will usually
have a sweet smell to it. Additionally, if the 4. This will give the oil a milky white appearance.
Coming from the BMW world we know all about valve cover and valve cover gasket oil leaks.
This is a common issue on the 4. Over time, the rubber valve cover gaskets harden and crack.
Oil leaks are typically minor at first as the gaskets develop small cracks. However, the leaks get
gradually worse unless fixed. We still recommend fixing the leak sooner than later. Oil may
cause fire hazards or wear down other components depending on where the oil is dripping. With

the Dodge 4. Valve cover gasket leaks are especially common north of , miles. Engines driven
short distances are also at greater risk due to constant heating and cooling of the gaskets. The
following symptoms may indicate your 4. A visible leak will usually be the most common
symptom of 4. Look for leaks towards the top of the engine bay around the valve covers.
Burning oil smells or smoke could also indicate a valve cover gasket oil leak. These symptoms
are common as the leaks gets worse, especially when oil is dripping onto hot parts. There are
two valve covers and gaskets for each side of the V8. Like the head gasket replacement, valve
cover gaskets are fairly labor intensive on the Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep 4. The driver side gasket is
fairly simple but the passenger side may cause some headaches. Grab a few beers and expect
to spend the better part of a day in the garage. Some 4. The above picture not a 4. When these
valve seats fail the intake and exhaust valves will not fully seal. This ultimately results in a loss
of compression on the Jeep 4. As the cylinder attempts to compress air during the compression
stroke it will simply leak out. Valve seat failures may also have serious implications if left alone
for too long. As with the head gasket problems the valve seat failures are mostly attributed to
over-heating. Yet another reason to be cautious of any cooling system problems and
overheating. Anyways, the valve seat failures can and do happen. However, it may not be fair to
call it a common problem since these things tend to get blown out of proportion on the internet.
This failure also seems to primarily affect earlier model 4. Some may not even notice the power
loss since the failure will typically occur on only one cylinder. A compression and leak-down
test will help identify if any clinder s is down on compression. Misfires also occur frequently as
the cylinder will not fire properly with a loss of compression and leak. Engines that experience
valve seat failure will likely need the head rebuilt or a totally new cylinder head. Is the
PowerTech 4. Yes and no. Common problem guides can sometimes paint a very dreary picture
of an engine. Problems can and will happen with that age and high mileage. Engines have a lot
of moving parts subject to wear and tear, and that holds true for the 4. Look for a Jeep, Dodge,
or Chrysler that was well maintained in the past. Beware of engines that potentially over-heated
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constant cooling system problems. The PowerTech engines originally rolled out in and
remained in production until The 4. This is especially true for the high output variants that made
up to horsepower. Severe or consistent over-heating may lead to issues with head gaskets and
valve seats. These problems can still pop up regardless, but overheating makes the 4.
Otherwise, the engine is known to suffer from occasional valve cover oil leaks. Rubber gaskets
degrade and crack with age so other oil leaks may pop up, too. All things considered, the 4.
Maintain your Chrysler 4. Looking for something a bit newer? Check out our 5. Chrysler, Dodge,
Jeep 4. What Cars Use the 4. Standard 4. Symptoms of 4. Chrysler 4. PowerTech V8 Valve Seat
Replacement Engines that experience valve seat failure will likely need the head rebuilt or a
totally new cylinder head. Dodge, Jeep, Chrysler 4. Leave a comment and let us know! Leave a
Reply Cancel reply. Recent The 3 Most Common Ford 3. Search Search the site

