4.0 ford engine problems

That's the sound our Ford 4. The Ford 4. With proper maintenance, these Ford 4. There are a few
common problems associated with Ford 4. It was time to bench our Explorer from future trips
until we could address them with an engine rebuild. The first common issue we faced with our
Ford 4. This is typically diagnosed as lifter noise; however, it is more often a result of wear on
the pushrods and both sides of the rocker arms that result in excessive play. The pushrods are
solid, so oil delivery is handled through the rocker arm rail, fed by the center post through the
cylinder head, and small holes in each arm. Due to the movement and restrictions through the
system, oil doesn't always reach where it needs lubrication the most. To fix this issue, all new
pushrods, rocker arms, and a high-volume oil pump were added to the growing parts pile. The
OEM-style parts have small design upgrades in material and oil passages to improve lubrication
and longevity. The hydraulic roller lifters can also malfunction but the excessive wear on the
pushrods and rockers are usually the culprits of the ticking and much easier to replace! Another
common problem with Ford 4. The stock heads are very prone to cracks around the valve spring
pads or between the valves in the chamber. The last time we had our passenger side exhaust
pipe removed from the exhaust manifold we noticed how it looked like the inside was steam
cleaned. That would explain our coolant loss over time going through the exhaust. Knowing that
the stock heads were prone to cracking, we tossed them in the scrap pile and ordered up some
aftermarket castings from Clearwater Cylinder Head on eBay which are made with extra material
in those locations. The plan was simple enough, buy an extra engine to leisurely rebuild the
top-end and then swap it in over a weekend. These engines are plentiful in the junkyards and we
found a donor from the same year as ours to begin the teardown process. We planned to
replace some worn out parts along with new cylinder heads and reseal it. The goal wasn't
maximum horsepower but rather improved reliability for the next quarter million miles of
adventures. Once we tore it down, the snowball effect took over and we replaced more than we
were planning on. It all worked out in the end though, as we assembled a complete new engine
for the same price as a remanufactured long block and we built it with the components we
wanted. Follow along with the captions in our rebuild process as we got the snowball rolling.
Close Ad. Forums Photos Industry Videos. Brian Sumner Author. Ford 4. Share on Facebook
Share on Twitter. Rated at a rather anemic horsepower, the 4. It also has an unusual overhead
cam drive setup. Unlike most other OHC V6 and V8 engines that drive both overhead cams
directly from the crankshaft with a belt or chain, this engine has an intermediate jackshaft in the
middle of the block where a pushrod cam would normally be located. Advertisement Click Here
to Read More Advertisement Unlike most other OHC V6 and V8 engines that drive both
overhead cams directly from the crankshaft with a belt or chain, this engine has an intermediate
jackshaft in the middle of the block where a pushrod cam would normally be located. A short
timing chain on the front of the engine connects the crankshaft to the intermediate jackshaft. A
second, longer timing chain behind the first chain connects the front of the jackshaft to the
overhead cam on the left side of the engine. A third timing chain in the back of the engine
connects the rear of the jackshaft to the overhead cam in the right cylinder head. It probably
allowed the engine to be shorter and more compact. The noise is most noticeable when a cold
engine is first started, and is usually loudest from to rpm. The same noise problem can also
develop in and newer high-mileage engines as a result of chain guide wear. In some instances,
the guide may break and disintegrate and spew debris into the oil pan. This may also cause one
of the timing chains to break typically the front left chain. Advertisement Fortunately, the 4. But
it does create an expensive repair for the vehicle owner. This timing chain cassette can be
replaced without having to pull the engine out of the vehicle. But, if the engine has a bad rear
chain or guide, or a chain guide has failed and throws debris into the crankcase, you will have
to remove the engine to make the required repairs. That includes removing the flywheel and
flexplate so that the rear cam drive cassette can be replaced, and pulling the oil pan so any
debris in the oil pan and oil pickup screen can be cleaned out. The redesigned Ford primary
timing chain service kit includes an improved chain tensioner and chain guide, chain, jackshaft
and sprockets. But if the right head has to come off, the only way to remove the head is with the
engine out of the vehicle because of the rear cam drive on the right head. This might be a viable
alternative IF you can find a good used low-mileage 4. A better option if your customer is willing
to spend the money would be to install a remanufactured engine. A reman engine from a
reputable supplier should be completely reconditioned to original specifications and come with
an extended warranty. Advertisement Some suppliers offer a three-year or 36,mile warranty with
their reman engines. The lighter oil will flow to the timing chain more quickly following a cold
start and reduce the noise somewhat. However, if the engine has a lot of miles on it more than ,
or changing motor oils makes no difference, replacing the timing chain cassette s will likely be
necessary to quiet the engine. As we mentioned earlier, this is a rather involved repair
procedure so always refer to the Ford service literature for the step-by-step details. The

jackshaft drive gear and cam drive gear retaining bolts are TTY torque-to-yield and should not
be reused. The rear jackshaft bolt is also covered by a small circular plug on the back of the
engine. The left front and right rear cam drive cassettes for this engine are different, and the
design and quality of the parts can vary depending on the supplier. Some aftermarket suppliers
buy their cam drive cassettes from the same original equipment supplier that Ford uses, while
others do not. Go with the genuine Ford replacement parts or parts from a quality-brand
aftermarket company. By comparing the spark durations, you can quickly see if a spark plug is
fouled or a cylinder has low compression because the burn time for that cylinder will be longer.
If you see a cylinder with a shorter burn time, it would tell you that cylinder is running lean or
the spark plug gap in that cylinder is worn or set too wide. Ford TSB says the cure is to install a
damper kit to dampen the annoying vibration. Make sure you install the correct replacement
plugs because the ones for the 4. Though Ford diehards tend to stick with the original
Motorcraft brand spark plugs, any brand of spark plug will work in these engines provided the
plug manufacturer has a listing for the engine application. The plug gap is 0. The crankcase oil
capacity on the 4. Special Topics Webinars Video Podcasts. Magazine Current Issue Past
Issues. Connect with us. Advertise Subscribe Contact Us. By Larry Carley. Fortunately, the 4.
Some suppliers offer a three-year or 36,mile warranty with their reman engines. Watch a webinar
for free on-demand! Listen to the latest Underhood Service podcast. Stay up to date with the
latest Underhood Service news. By Larry Carley Carley. By Andrew Markel. Diagnostics: Power
Window Regulator Replacement. Video Series View More Videos. Sponsored Content. In a
pandemic-influenced world, driving habits may have changed, but not vehicle needs. That didn't
last long. The transmission continues to be the Explorer's worst reliability problem. On top of
that, the radiator is prone to failure around 60k miles. Ford did make some significant changes
to improve handling and safety. Electronic stability control was added in addition to side impact
air bags, but beyond that this is a vehicle that should be avoided at all costs. This is the second
time this has happened. Some Ford executive, who likely has no mechanical background,
approved the idea of a rubber interface between the drive shaft and the drive pulley. I'm sure it
works great in Detroit whose mean temperature never exceeds 90F in the summer. The rubber
weakens and finally separates from the drive shaft. We were in Las Vegas to enjoy a bit of the
city and then catch a flight we drove from Texas to Hawaii. The pulley failed and we were
stranded. Tow truck, auto repair shop, and Lyft later we made our flight. What is wrong with
Ford for their moronic design decisions? Do Ford executives get bonuses for designs that they
know will fail? Vehicle runs fine for a while, then when I remove foot from accelerator to slow
engine dies without warning. Recently had it tuned up, change oil regularly, just had new timing
chain installed, mechanic said engine is remarkably clean and well maintained, yet I was nearly
killed yesterday when a car traveling 55 MPH might have rammed me if I hadn't reacted so
quickly, due to years of driving experience. Engine idles at RPM which is too low but mechanic
says computer controls this and considering the fact that I have limited income and don't wish
to die right now I think my best bet is to get rid of this vehicle before it gets rid of me. I've read
what others say and the only "solution" that appeals to me is switching to gas with Techron but
that solution seems too good to be true which is probably the case. If you're thinking about
purchasing a Ford Explorer my advice to you it to rethink the decision, because these vehicles
are dangerous. I have the same issues as others on this site about my car turning off while
driving or at a traffic light for no reason at all. It turns back on and seems to run fine until the
next occurrence. I was heading home from work, west on the 60 when I hit traffic and my car
died! It was a dangerous situation. I'm going to follow a suggestion on this site to add an
additive to the fuel and have the sensor cleaned professionally. I hope this resolves the issue.
Bought this Explorer used in May when it had 56, miles on it, and thought I'd gotten a great deal.
This is my third Ford 97 Expedition to a 99 Explorer to this monstrosity and most certainly my
final Ford. I was on the interstate, and started hearing the clicking sound when I'd apply the gas.
It started off pretty quietly but, within 30 seconds, it was clear something was wrong, so I pulled
over and turned it off. Let me be clear: my temperature gauge needle remained in the middle, so
I didn't automatically assume that the engine had just fried itself. A huge cloud of smoke
billowed from under the hood as soon as I took out the key, and I assumed that the radiator had
busted. A pain in the ass, I thought, but not as big a deal as the whole engine. I had it towed to
my mechanic, and they quickly deduced that I had a blown head gasket and a fried engine. I
know I have now joined a large, and growing, club of pissed off, former Ford owners. Granted,
vehicles will have problems. I am not one to call Ford when something goes wrong and demand
that they pay for it. They are among the worst assortment of lazy, detached corporate fat-cats
this country has seen. The deallelrship where I purchased the vehichle practically forced me to
purchase their extended warranty for my ford explorer, it is equipped with the v6 4 litre engine
and an automatic transmission and various creatcher cumforts. I thought when I bought the

extended warranty that I would be covered by MMP for anything that could go wrong much to
my chagrin only to find out that The crank sensor and crank pulley were not covered! Ford
apparently will not take responsibility for making and using a part that can fail anytime without
any sign that these parts are about to fail thus leaving the customer footing the entire bill for
towing, rental car and repair bill!! To make matters worse Grand Prarie Ford has the worst
customer service ever! They will not even call back after repeated efforts of leaving voicemail
for service writer or service MANAGER, These people could care less about you or your time as
this is not their main concern which is to drive up the repair bill so their commision will elevate
while your funds are depleted!! How can Ford produce a motor with such a bad design and
insist there is no problem. Timing chain broke and destroyed engine. Bought it used with
extended warranty and of course two months after warranty expired engine blew. I have owned
fords all my life but will never buy another one and will tell everyone I know not to also. Ford I
put my faith in your company and spent my hard earned money on your product never again
you have lost another customer. This is the 2nd time in less than two years that my engine has
gone out and has needed to be replaced! I did research and found that many Explorer owners
have this same problem. Clearly these vehicles were not built properly. The way the vehicles are
made it causes the radiator to leak and the engine to blow. Each time my engine blew I was
driving on the freeway. This is very dangerous and something needs to be done about it. Ford
needs to make a recall on these vehicles since this was the 1st year of the new model. It should
not come out of our pockets, but Ford's pockets. I will never buy another Ford vehicle again.
This SUV is stalling out while in motion causing the steering to lock up. Been in a couple
dangerous situations. It will restart, as of right now. Had it checked out, but of course the
problem didn't happen while in the shop. It's been a couple of weeks and it just did it again 4
times in the matter of 10 miles! Any ideas are greatly appreciated. Engine Stalls. Stalls
whenever it feels like it, hot or cold, slowing down to stop, turning left or right, on the street
roads and freeways. I paid many money and time for diagnostic and parts already and yesterday
was the worst. My Ford Explorer stalled in the middle of the freeway and my wife was driving,
when she's not happy, nobody's happy We are tired of it, Please help for solution to fix. I tried to
sell, nobody wants it Running all over LA and all the manuevers I use to fear of engine dying
made me feel confident that the problem was the TPS. I get better gas mileage and engine runs
better too. I'm glad and thankfull that this Autobeef website exist. Called wrecker, mechanic now
says there is lots of knocking in lower end and compression is only something on some
cylindars. Just had oil changed miles ago and there was no indication of a problem. I have a
Ford Explorer. Last summer it started to randomly stall when I slowed down to make a turn. I
didn't really pay attention to it at first because it happened so randomly. When it stalled, I would
stop put it in park, turn key off, then restart it. This spring the problem became daily. I would
drive to work and slow down, and it would die. Once i was accelerating to pass a slow moving
vehicle and it died as i was passing. Pretty scary. I researched the problem on line and found
several people had this issue. I called Ford hoping they could help. HAHA, of course they never
heard of any such problem. A week or so later, my check engine light came on and my hubby an
excellent back yard mechanic put his OBD reader on it and guess what it was the throttle
position sensor. When he was installing it he discovered that one of the screws were installed at
an angle, so almost impossible to get out, it took a long time to work it out, but he did it. Since
he replaced the sensor I have had no problem. Hope this helps someone else. Bought our
explorer July , drove til and started having random stalling problems. Never knew when it would
happen, just happened when I stopped suddenly or was slowing down to turn. Dismissed at
first, then in started to happen more often. Found this web site and noticed throttle body
problem. I called my Ford dealer to see if they had any similar problems reported. Of course
they never heard of this and said to bring it in to put on the computer. I told them it is not
popping any codes, so that is useless. Finally about two weeks ago it popped a code and guess
what, when my hubby put the OBD reader on it it said the throttle sensor was bad. He
purchased that and is in the process of replacing it. When he removed the old one the screw
was in at an angle and took approximately hours to remove. It was so tight he had to remove
heater hoses to get to it. Finally is out and he will replace in morning. Hopefully this fixes the
problem and I will let everyone know. On another note he also had to replace the shift motor at
miles on his pickup The dealer tried to tell him it was corroded from our hard Ohio winters.
Funny but he has the truck undercoated and absolutely no corrosion on the vehicle. I noticed
this was a problem for several other Ford owners. Whatever happened to making a product that
would last. Hope this helps someone in the future. My mechanic says it may be the dirty battery
terminal. Do you know what i can do? Same problems as everyone else. My engine stalls. I am
affraid to drive it for any amount of distance. I don't fall within the time frame of the lemon law.
Of course. The first time it happened was in July 09 they couldn't find anything wrong with it. It

happened again on Oct. It happened again on Nov. They replaced that. It happened again on
Dec. Have had the car back for one day and waiting to see what happens. I have called everyone
I can think of to help me with this with no results. I have spoke with Ford motor company and all
they will do is give me a hard time. I will never own another Ford again. I must of had a major
brain fart the day I bought that car. We have had the transmission and the engine die within 2
weeks of each other. We have 3 years left to pay on this vehicle. My Explorer that was
maintained as recommended by manufacture threw a rod and made a big hole in the bottom of
the motor while I was on the freeway with my family on the way to my vacation. The motor was
not repairable and I had to replace it. It is still in at the dealers getting the motor replaced. I'm
really considering it's name to Exploder. If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Ask your
Ford dealer. Most Common Solutions: not sure 8 reports replacement motor 6 reports replace
crank pulley and crank sensor 2 reports changed the throttle position sensor 1 reports replaced
tps 1 reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page
Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Explorer problem yet.
Be the first! Find a good Ford mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your
zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints.
Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. In this article I'll shed some light on
how to test and diagnose a Ford and Mercury V-6 ignition coil pack. You'll learn how to test it on
the car and without using a scan tool. The tests are fast and easy and I'll take you thru' the
whole process step by step with photos, by explaining the do's and don'ts, and by teaching you
some basic working theory all in plain English. Also and just as important, these tests will help
you save money by correctly diagnosing the Ford coil pack as bad or eliminating it as the
source of the problem misfire or no-start. There are two other ignition system tutorials that
might be of interest: If you need to test the 1. Or if you need to test the 4. The differences
between both types can be summed up as: Early design Type 1 and late design coil pack Type 2
-the late design coil pack is also known as the Series 5 coil pack in Ford technical speak. Both
types are tested in the exact same way because their circuits and the cylinders they feed with
spark are identical! If you're wondering what these two look like, the photo above is of the early
design type 1 and the illustration below is of the late design type 2 ignition coil pack. Also, even
tho' many Ford and Mercury models use the exact same coil pack, the type of connector and the
color of the wires used vary a lot! Once, again, these differences don't make a lick of difference.
The circuits and their descriptions and more importantly their tests are the same regardless of
the color of the wires, or the shape of the connector or the year or the angle, etc. You'll test and
diagnose the Ford coil pack on the car or truck with some very basic tools. You'll need:. You DO
NOT need a scan tool automotive diagnostic scanner to test the Ford coil pack, in case you're
wondering why there's no mention of a scan tool in the list above. Well, because a scan tool can
not do a live performance test on the coil pack like the one this article is gonna' teach you to do.
Don't get me wrong, a scanner helps or how else are you gonna' retrieve the codes in the fuel
injection computer's memory? Since you'll be working around a cranking engine this section
can be summed up with the following: use common sense and take all necessary safety
precautions. All Tutorials: 3. This material may not be reproduced without the author's consent.
As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the
Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you
real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem on your vehicle. Or due to
other ignition system malfunction codes. Rough idle. Bad gas mileage. Excessive tail-pipe
emissions pollution. A "rotten egg" smell coming from the tailpipe. This smell is caused by
unburned gasoline from the misfiring cylinder overloading the catalytic converter's oxidation
process. Engine misfires under load. In other words; as you accelerate the car or truck and it
starts to move, the engine starts to miss. You'll need: A test light. A multimeter. You can use a
digital multimeter or an analog multimeter. An HEI spark tester. Need to buy one? A tool that
can pierce thru' the wires insulation. Such as a wire-piercing probe. This is one of the handiest
tools ever invented. To see what this tool looks like, go here: Wire Piercing Probe. You'll need a
helper to help you crank the engine while you perform the tests. A car or truck shop manual no,
not the Owner's Manual for the specific Ford or Mercury model that you're working on. This
manual is not a must for these tests, but may come in handy if you need some specific info this
article doesn't provide. Safety Precautions And Guidelines Since you'll be working around a
cranking engine this section can be summed up with the following: use common sense and take
all necessary safety precautions. Applies To:. Ford Vehicles:. Mazda Vehicles:. Mercury
Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you will be banned from the site! Hate Spam. Rated at a
rather anemic horsepower, the 4. It also has an unusual overhead cam drive setup. Unlike most
other OHC V6 and V8 engines that drive both overhead cams directly from the crankshaft with a
belt or chain, this engine has an intermediate jackshaft in the middle of the block where a

pushrod cam would normally be located. A short timing chain on the front of the engine
connects the crankshaft to the intermediate jackshaft. A second, longer timing chain behind the
first chain connects the front of the jackshaft to the overhead cam on the left side of the engine.
A third timing chain in the back of the engine connects the rear of the jackshaft to the overhead
cam in the right cylinder head. It probably allowed the engine to be shorter and more compact.
The noise is most noticeable when a cold engine is first started, and is usually loudest from to
rpm. The same noise problem can also develop in and newer high-mileage engines as a result
of chain guide wear. In some instances, the guide may break and disintegrate and spew debris
into the oil pan. This may also cause one of the timing chains to break typically the front left
chain. Advertisement Fortunately, the 4. But it does create an expensive repair for the vehicle
owner. This timing chain cassette can be replaced without having to pull the engine out of the
vehicle. But, if the engine has a bad rear chain or guide, or a chain guide has failed and throws
debris into the crankcase, you will have to remove the engine to make the required repairs. That
includes removing the flywheel and flexplate so that the rear cam drive cassette can be
replaced, and pulling the oil pan so any debris in the oil pan and oil pickup screen can be
cleaned out. The redesigned Ford primary timing chain service kit includes an improved chain
tensioner and chain guide, chain, jackshaft and sprockets. But if the right head has to come off,
the only way to remove the head is with the engine out of the vehicle because of the rear cam
drive on the right head. This might be a viable alternative IF you can find a good used
low-mileage 4. A better option if your customer is willing to spend the money would be to install
a remanufactured engine. A reman engine from a reputable supplier should be completely
reconditioned to original specifications and come with an extended warranty. Advertisement
Some suppliers offer a three-year or 36,mile warranty with their reman engines. The lighter oil
will flow to the timing chain more quickly following a cold start and reduce the noise somewhat.
However, if the engine has a lot of miles on it more than , or changing motor oils makes no
difference, replacing the timing chain cassette s will likely be necessary to quiet the engine. As
we mentioned earlier, this is a rather involved repair procedure so always refer to the Ford
service literature for the step-by-step details. The jackshaft drive gear and cam drive gear
retaining bolts are TTY torque-to-yield and should not be reused. The rear jackshaft bolt is also
covered by a small circular plug on the back of the engine. The left front and right rear cam
drive cassettes for this engine are different, and the design and quality of the parts can vary
depending on the supplier. Some aftermarket suppliers buy their cam drive cassettes from the
same original equipment supplier that Ford uses, while others do not. Go with the genuine Ford
replacement parts or parts from a quality-brand aftermarket company. By comparing the spark
durations, you can quickly see if a spark plug is fouled or a cylinder has low compression
because the burn time for that cylinder will be longer. If you see a cylinder with a shorter burn
time, it would tell you that cylinder is running lean or the spark plug gap in that cylinder is worn
or set too wide. Ford TSB says the cure is to install a damper kit to dampen the annoying
vibration. Make sure you install the correct replacement plugs because the ones for the 4.
Though Ford diehards tend to stick with the original Motorcraft brand spark plugs, any brand of
spark plug will work in these engines provided the plug manufacturer has a listing for the
engine application. The plug gap is 0. The crankcase oil capacity on the 4. Special Content
Video Webinars Podcasts. Magazine Current Issue Past Issues. Connect with us. Advertise
Subscribe Contact Us. By Larry Carley. Fortunately, the 4. Some suppliers offer a three-year or
36,mile warranty with their reman engines. Watch a webinar for free on-demand! Listen to the
latest Import Car podcast. Stay up to date with the latest Import Car news. By ImportCar Staff
Writers. By Brendan Baker Baker. By Andrew Markel. Recent Posts News: Pandemic
Technology. Video Series View More Videos. Sponsored Content. It looks like you're new here.
If you want to get involved, click one of these buttons! Howdy, Stranger! Sign in or Register. On
Edmunds. Visit Edmunds How-To Guides. Service Centers in. Browse Forums by:. What
Edmunds Says Pros. May edited March in Ford. Am I the only one out there? Have you ever
listened to your 4. You just might here a noise you don't want to hear - uneven piston knocking?
So far, that is the best my dealer can figure out. And, so far, a truck that is only 15 months old
with 17, miles is truly not like new. The engine has been totally rebuilt - about 2 weeks in the
shop, mostly waiting on parts from FORD. The dealer wanted a new engine - FORD says no, try
to fix this one first. And, it still is not right. The dealer has rebuilt the engine back to what I think
is better than factory specs - it feels like it was when it was new and maybe better. BUT - now I
know the noise! And, I already hear it again - not loud, but less than miles since the rebuild! So,
just letting others know - I have a dealer doing all they can, but FORD did not go along with the
proper fix. After over 20 years of buying Ford trucks - this may very well be the last. Thank you
Toyota for finally braving the world of our USA dominated trucks and building a truck that we
may all consider usable. Does Ford not care that we spend a lot for their trucks, many have

been incredibly loyal and now I have to be without mine again for who knows how long? At this
point, before the inevitable e-mail - I will pursue arbitration. June Not all of us consider the
Toyota usable. Shame on Ford though. Better check Also, are you not familiar with the
headgasket problems with Toyota's? I own a Ranger just like yours 4. I only have 15K, not one
problem. I have , miles on this vehicle and it runs like a dream. It has plenty of pep even with the
age and the mileage on the truck. The only noise that I hear when it is idling is the exhaust
system which is pretty much standard. I owned a Ranger prior to this one and it made the same
noise. I do a lot of deer hunting in Tennessee and the mountains and brush are rough on the
underside of any 4x4. I'm just so glad it doesn't drive 'like a rock'. As far as the Toyota is
concerned, check the sheet metal thickness and the bracing compared to the Rangers. At 75
mph, the Toyota's hoods really vibrated and shook badly on the ones I test drove. I drove the
Tacoma and the T The metal thickness is less than the Ranger. It makes you wonder if a front
end collision would end your driving days. Check the safety records on these trucks before
purchasing a Toy. I believe the Ranger is the compact truck to drive. I currently own a 2wd
Ranger with the 4. I hear that noise you are talking about in my engine and the service dept.
Yeah right. I'm going to keep trying. This will be my last Ford. July I have a 97 Ranger,2wd,v6 4. I
plan to purchase a Ranger with the 4. I have had my heart set on it for months. Now doing
research it seems it may not be a good idea. And if i do follow through with buying the '99
model how much should i spend? I don't care about power windows or locks, cruise control, or
any of that business, I just want a truck that looks good and can beat a Chevy and roast a
dodge. Without those options, A B might be cheaper in the end than a Ranger. B-series come
standard with some things that the ranger does not, and lets you build your truck. I bought a
Mazda b, it has been great. I paid a little over 16, The truck is an auto, xcab, with air and a
bedliner. People rave about how nice it looks. My 99 Ranger, 4. Could have gotten truck for 16,
but finance myself 7. It is nice to have but I just didnt need that stuff. Personal choice. First
alignment at 13, miles, 3 offroad 10, foot 4X4 passes in the rockies and it was still within specs,
just minor tweeks. Suppose to eliminate drift. Not getting any fuel to the engine on start-up. It
doesn't stall or cause any other problems. Runs like a champ once it gets started. I've replaced
the fuel pump and all filters. Vacuum lines are good. Relay is good. Anybody have another idea?
My '97 Ranger has had it's share of problems and it's out of warranty. My dealership doesn't
care. I've had it buying General Motors and Ford products. I'm going to buy a Nissan Frontier.
The truck has 19, miles. My first comment was on the engine noise. The Chitti Chitti Bang Bang
noise just started a few months ago. No problems before that. This '98 has the exact same
noise. Any tech bulletins from Ford on this? It seems to be a '98 problem. It was enough of a
concern for us to avoid the '98 and look at the ' I have the chitti chitti bang bang noise in my
Ford Ranger, 4x4, 4. It sounds more like a diesel engine than a gas powered engine when cold.
Almost as if a few valves need adjusted. After the engine warms up, though, it is not so bad. It
sounds more like a sporty gurgle at that point. In any event, I'm planning to go back to Klaben
Ford to have it checked out I'll give my findings after that for those interested. EVEN 4. I had a
91 Ranger XLT 4. No problem until my son took it from me. Bought a new 95 Ranger 4. No
problems except 2 son needs it more than I do according to him. I've been happy with Ranger 4.
I'm going to a Silverado this time and hope I have the same luck. I just bought a 99 Ranger XLT
4x4 4. I only have miles on it yes, brand new. I haven't experienced engine noises yet - when
have you noticed them showing up? Anything else I should brace myself for? So far, I really
enjoy my truck! Hope your still listening on your fuel pump issue. I was reading a guys post
elsewhere. He had the pump cut out every so often. He found a build up of corrosion or
something on the fuse in the engine compartment. Changed fuse and off it goes so he says. Try
that. August Has 28, miles. Engine runs strong and sounds great. Had a 93' that with the four
cyl. Does not burn a drop of oil and has never had anything more than new brakes, tires,
shocks, and the occ. I'd won't be switching from the ranger line-up anytime soon, and would
highly recommend them. I have a 92 with miles, and it started a lifter noise at about It comes
and goes, and I have a friend with , miles on his, and it still makes the same noise. I wish we
could get a better description of the noise, because it sounds to me like there is a Dealer
problem rather than a Ford problem. I have had a problem with a 3. Ford put another motor in
both of them, and I ran them both to 80k with no problems. Dave Posts: 5. I have the 3. It went
away when i put in 89 octane. I haven't returned to 87 yet but i'm afraid the ping will sound
again. That's all the dealer can recommend for now. I purchased my 98 Ranger 4x4, 4. This
being the third Ranger I have owned, I had certain expectations. My old Ranger 87 4x4,5-sp,ext.
My new truck will howl and vibrate like it has a bad or dry u-joint, or something is afoul in the
rear differential at speeds of 75mph and up. Ford doesn't just refuse to fix it, They won't even
look for a problem because it is happening at speeds higher than posted speed limits! It seems
to me some state speed limits are 75 mph. The only solution the local rep. I blew the 2 Piston

miles. Cracked the block in 4 places. Thank God for extended warranty. This makes 4 warranty
repairs in a little over 2 years. New engine runs OK but come 75, miles, I'm a Toyota man. Jason
C. Lake Charles, LA. I have , on my ext cab and have had no problems with the engine or
vibrations yes I have done mph. September Its abnormal when it continues after the engine is
warmed up and still ticks or makes a diesel like sound. Wont hurt the engine in Wrote the
original problem - review it. This is not a start-up noise. It is only apparent after the engine
warms up and auto transmission is left in park. My first experience with the noise was at about
5, miles after running pretty hard on the freeway for about miles. And, then you'll most likely not
hear it unless you are parked against a wall with the passenger window down, at least in my
case. It is not a repetitive noise - like a lifter. It is an irregular knocking. Maybe you think I am a
picky female. But, when I finally got the dealership to pay some attention to my "little noise" the shop foreman and technician came back pretty fast. The engine would not even run proper
diagnosis due to the irregular mechanical motion noise. The engine was eventually rebuilt the
technician thought it was most likely a loose rod and I promise - the noise was still there, just
not as loud yet. I am looking at buying a new ford ranger and I have a 2,lb boat to tow. Should I
buy the 3. What is everybodys experience with towing and these engines? Hi I have a 98' XLT 3.
I have the ticking sound at startup and and during almost all excelerations soft to hard. When I
tool it in for service I had mentioned the problem and when I got it back they could not hear it!
Anyway I think its the valves and the war with the delear is on full lilt!!! I am looking at full size
with V8 as it is pretty hilly here in Colo Couldn't tell you much about the 4. From my experience
- granted at high altitude - you are not making a wise decision with the Ranger. The F even with
minimum V-8 power is not that much more expensive and a lot more truck. Would never - ever consider towing anything with a Ranger, even with the 4. We have a boat similar in weight to
yours - even if your altitude is minimum with flat land - I really think you are making a mistake
with the Ranger. The truck is just not heavy enough and especially the engines are not strong
enough, to do this type of towing on a regular basis. Consider the jack-knife condition as well your boat will weigh-in too close to the weight of your truck with any extra equipment. Strongly
suggest you buy a little more truck for any type of routine towing. I ask because my
boat-and-trailer combo totals about lb and I'm thinking of getting a 3. If someone pulls out if
front of you, or you have to stop for a light, it takes some time to get all that weight stopped!! I
have four wheel drive and am greatful I use 4x4 Low to pull the boat out and it rips that sucker
right out!! It is a lot easier on the drive train.. My biggest problem is getting it all going on
anything more than a slight incline, have to slip the clutch to get the sucker moving, but after
that it does fairly well I have learned not to use 5th gear on the highway, truck does much better
at highway speeds in 4th and still get reasonable gas mileage Get electric brakes for the trailer if
it doesn't have any, not that pulse actuation crap, when you need to stop, you don't have time
for the piston in the tongue of the trailer to compress the fluid to the brakes.. Or as close to
NOW as you can!!! October Spoog, once again, anyone who reads through these will see that
half are for bogus stuff like stickers and decals and lableling. Some are even duplicates at that.
Some only pertain to a certain group of Rangers. You need to read man. It just turned 60, miles
this morning and have had no major problems whatsoever. Just wanted to state that and
exclaim that I would buy another one. The truck is fine, the dealers are another story! I am
thinking of buying a ford ranger. Just wanted to know if the 4. Good rule of thumb when
purchasing a truck to tow a trailer. The vehicle should weigh as much or more than the trailer
being towed. Yes you can tow a pound boat with a Ranger, but you should NOT be driving very
far or very fast with it. If you have to stop quick, you will be in the ditch. Most states require
trailer brakes on trailers weighing pounds or more. This is a GOOD law! Whether it be surge or
electric trailer brakes, you NEED brakes! I have seen many vehicles and their trailers in the ditch
because they THOUGHT they could pull the boat, or whatever with their little truck or car. It's a
matter of physics folks. When you have to slam on those brakes because of something jumped
into your path, your vehicle better be equiped to handle it or you may be seriously injured. Make
sure the trailer has brakes if pounds or heavier. I have pulled many heavy loads and I can't
stress this enough! Happy trucking! I'm looking to buy a Ranger XLT. I drove a 3. The 3. How do
you 3. I have driven his and it seems to move just fine. He has a 3. Also, don't forget the gearing
will also make a difference in acceleration. Just an FYI the 3. My truck runs ok I would have to
say the power is a bit low driving in the mountains, but around town it does ok. If I had the
choice to do all over again, I would've went full size in the first place, but hey in a couple of
months it won't matter 'cause I'll be driving one!! I have a Ranger XLT 3. While I agree with you
about the trailer break comment I think you're a little off base on your tow rig weight comment. I
would imagine a Ranger weighs easily over pounds and its only weak link is its clutch. A pound
trailer with breaks shouldn't be a problem. I believe the clutch and lack of trailer break is the real
culprit. Big rigs carry 4 times there weight at 80, GVW and have to compensate for stopping

distances etc. So should your weekend boat hauler. Take care. Can anyone further nail down
exactly what type of engine noise this puppy is making? Has anyone been able to isolate
exactly what this engine is doing? I haven't been too happy with Ford's engines since they
came out with the Triton series. Whole other horror story My brother is all hot and steamy about
buying a little Ranger 4x4 with the 4. From the reviews I have read here, it looks like the 4. Any
and all help is appreciated. Gee my v6 tacoma sounds perfect. The 4. I am on my second Ranger
with the 4. My first 4. My Ranger 4. Please visit other sites on the internet and see what other
Ranger owners are saying. The Ranger hasn't stayed Number one for the last 12 years by just
luck. The Ranger is a good truck. User Name Remember Me? Password Forgot Password? Join
Us! Join Date: Dec Posts: Common problems with the 4. I just bought an 02' Ranger 4x4 with
the 4. After driving it for a couple of days, it had developed a leaking valve cover gasket. This
should be normal since it has , miles on it. I took it to a mechaninc to have fixed, and he found
broken timing chain tensioners too. This might explain the ticking noise I heard from the engine
So now the engine is out getting new timing chains and tensioners. Very expensive Is this
common for the 4. Thanks Also, under my user name it says "learning to use forums". I hope
this is the right forum to post this, if not I appologize. Last edited by coyote killer; at PM. Re:
Common problems with the 4. SOHC 4. Join Date: Sep Posts: 4, It's quite common for 4. It was a
poor design that was apparently updated in mid '03 model year. They still wear out though and
yours might fall under that category. Ford recalled the Explorers for this issue on this engine
but only issued a TSB for the Rangers with this engine. I couldn't afford to fix so I left it as-is.
Fast forward to k and she was getting really loud. I located a 4. It was far more beneficial for me
to swap than fix The replacement engine ran me considerably less. I'm lucky I did it when I did
The ticking noise you heard could be the fuel injectors. The injectors on these trucks are quite
loud. Timing set is more of a rattle than a tick. No worries, it's in the correct section of the site.
Welcome to the site and best of luck with the truck! Thanks for the replies! After reading your
post Fx4wannabe01, I wish I would have considered the newer engine too. I would be in a way
better spot right now. It sounds like, if I own this truck for a long time and put some miles on it, I
will be facing this problem again. The new parts are coming from Ford. Have they done anything
to upgrade the quality of the tensioners to compensate for their bad design? The failure rate has
greatly been reduced after the introduction of the redesigned parts, not to mention the engine
being put into a new application, the Mustang, along with updated Explorer and Explorer Sport
Trac. I'm already assuming yours have never been addressed earlier in it's life. I don't know if
they have ever been replaced before, I just bought this thing on an online auction. My guess is
no. You gave me very good information, Thank you! I am glad I joined this forum. Join Date: Mar
Those timing chain tensioner cassettes - SHOC 4. Also, one of those cassettes is much more
vulnerable to failing that the other and just because the vulnerable one was on the way out did
not guarantee that the other was; did the guy doing this work do a careful diagnosis? I'm not so
sure I like your mechanic. Chose carefully. I got my ranger back today. The mechanic changed
all of the parts in the timing cassetes, new plugs, valve cover gaskets, serp. The guides were
broken very badly, he had to dig part of them out of the oil pan. He didn't think that it was ever
taken to Ford for the Recall, unless it was done before they upgraded the parts. He was unsure.
All in all, I am happy because it should last a while now. Hopefully I can start adding cosmetic
upgrades now, and better creature comforts. Turn this beat up XL into something a little better.
Happy to be driving the ranger finally! I really didn't want to spend that much on it, but it didn't
look like to me there was any other option. Both guides were completely destroyed, they were
both changed. I will call ford with the VIN number of this Ran
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ger and see if they have information on past work performed. Maybe if they haven't done any
recall work on it then I could get a few bucks out of them, I won't hold my breathe on that.
Thanks for the information. This is my first Ford vehicle I have ever owned, and I am just now
learning about them. Most of the people I know have the 3. My luck to get the year and engine
that was known to have design problems. Thread Tools. User Name. Remember Me? Forgot
Password? Ranger Pictures. Social Groups. Mark Forums Read. Join Date: Dec Posts: View
Public Profile. Send a private message to coyote killer. Find all posts by coyote killer. Send a
private message to CJ. Find all posts by CJ. Fx4wannabe01 Ford Ranger Driver. Join Date: Sep
Posts: 4, Send a private message to Fx4wannabe Find all posts by Fx4wannabe Join Date: Mar
Posts: 4, Send a private message to cowboybilly9mile. Find all posts by cowboybilly9mile.
Similar Threads. Trying to gather common 4. Factory help with common rust problems?

