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General Motors deployed the 3. Cars in the Pontiac line that used the 3. Owners of Pontiacs with
these engines reported on websites such as Car Complaints. The intake manifold gasket failed
on many 3. An internal leak will allow the oil and the coolant to mix together. An external leak
allows the coolant to leak outside of the engine. The leaks occur around the intake manifold
gasket. The failures are linked to DexCool, GM's long-life coolant. DexCool corrodes the intake
manifold gasket from inside and the plastic casing around the intake ports breaks down. The
coolant seeps past the silicone tracing and gathers around the intake ports. Checking the
condition of the engine can lead a person to discovering the early signs of gasket failing. If the
coolant level is constantly low in the coolant reservoir, it is a sign of an internal leak. Looking at
the area between the cylinder banks may reveal whether or not the intake gasket is still sound.
Puddles between the banks or under the car are signals of an external leak of the intake
manifold gasket. Edmund Gary began writing on a volunteer basis in He writes press releases
and newsletter articles which center around the activities of his Knights of Columbus Council.
His stories appear in "Knightlife," the official publication of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council
No. Pontiac Engine Problems by Edmund Gary. Check for Leaks Checking the condition of the
engine can lead a person to discovering the early signs of gasket failing. References Consumer
Affairs. The Chevrolet 3. Though this engine has seen constant improvement over the years, no
amount of evolution will ever eliminate all of GM's notorious engineering flubs. One stands
above all others in this engine family as both easily preventable and endemic, but is
nonetheless responsible for countless engine failures and malfunctions. The main cooling
system problems with this engine are manifest in those cars with the third-generation engine,
produced i the to model years. The problem begins as a minor external cooling system leak and
eventually develops into a full-blown flood. Less-observant owners have often tfound
themselves sitting on the side of the road with an overheated engine and a sizable repair bill.
The problem is that, for whatever reason, GM didn't realize that it's newest super-coolant
DexCool was going to eat the intake manifold gasket. The intake manifold lies in between the
engine's cylinder heads and carries not only air and fuel, but water. The water that flows
through the manifold is extremely hot and under a great deal of pressure, meaning that it can
put a lot of strain on the gasket-mounting area. Combine this with DexCool's corrosive nature,
and it's small wonder that owners have had problems. Though a complete fluid flush and
replacement with standard "green" anti-freeze is possible, there is no guarantee that you will
get all of the old coolant out. DexCool and green anti-freeze are like oil and water; the two will
not mix in your coolant system, and their separation will ultimately cause cooling system
failure. Some owners have replaced 3. This has been the default solution for many years, but a
more permanent one was offered by GM a few years ago. The General opted not to replace the
corrosive DexCool that came stock and has instead offered for sale a new intake manifold
gasket that should resist breakdown. To be fair, the 60 Degree V6 has always been a fairly
reliable and low maintenance engine family. Richard Rowe has been writing professionally
since , specializing in automotive topics. He has worked as a tractor-trailer driver and mechanic,
a rigger at a fire engine factory and as a race-car driver and builder. Fluid Flush Though a
complete fluid flush and replacement with standard "green" anti-freeze is possible, there is no
guarantee that you will get all of the old coolant out. Gasket Replacement Some owners have
replaced 3. Repair To be fair, the 60 Degree V6 has always been a fairly reliable and low
maintenance engine family. References Carcomplaints. All of these engines are valve
cam-in-block or overhead valve engines , except for the LQ1 ; which uses 24 valves driven by
dual overhead cams. These engines vary in displacement between 2. Production of these
engines began in and ended in in the U. This engine family was the basis for the GM High Value
engine family. These engines have also been referred to as the X engines due to their first
usage in the X-body cars. This engine is not related to the GMC V6 engine that was designed for
commercial vehicle usage. This "clean sheet" design was introduced in and versions were
produced through Two different blocks with minor differences were developed:. Like the rest of
the Generation I engines, they were updated in with larger main journals for durability, along
with multi-point fuel injection or E2SE carb and OBD I. Production of the Generation I transverse
engines ended in The 2. It was a transverse version produced from through for the A-body and
X-body cars. The standard "X-code" engine for this line, it used a two-barrel carburetor.
Introduced in , the 2. The L44 was produced from to , replacing the LH7. It was the first
transverse 2. The LB6 engine was introduced in to replace the original LE2. The LG6 "D-code"
was produced from to in both transverse and longitudinal applications. It used throttle-body fuel
injection and iron heads. The longitudinal versions had minor differences from the transverse
engines on which they were based. Like the rest of the family, larger journals appeared in ,
along with multiport fuel injection for the F-body LB8 version. TBI was added for the truck
version in Production of the 2. GM's performance-parts division continued production of a

related crate engine after The longitudinal LC1 was produced from to It was a 2-barrel High
Output "1-code" version for the F-body cars. It was replaced by the LB8 for The longitudinal LR2
was a truck version "B-code" produced from to The longitudinal LL1 was a high-output version
of the LC1 produced in and It was used in the â€” Pontiac Firebird. The carbureted LL2 "R-code"
was produced from to Another LL2 "R-code" with throttle-body fuel injection was produced
from to It used multiport fuel injection and was made for longitudinal mounting. The LH0 as
used in the rear-wheel drive applications differed significantly from that used in front-wheel
drive applications. The latter retained the generation-I architecture block and heads. The power
rating of the 3. The F-body cars used the Generation I architecture, with iron heads, and without
splayed valves. The second generation, still 2. It used aluminum heads with splayed valves and
an aluminum front cover. It was produced exclusively for transverse, front-wheel drive use. The
next year, Chevrolet introduced a full-production long-stroke 3. It was produced simultaneously
with the 2. MPFI was used on both, and a full-production turbo version was available on the 3.
An even higher displacement DOHC 3. It was produced until for the Mexican market and was
exported in some models. The L64 "W-code" was introduced in as flexible-fuel version of the 3.
The two versions were one that could run M85 and one that could run E The LG5 "V-code" was a
special 3. Around 3, engines were produced each year. This engine had a block with more nickel
content and hardened internals. The engine was built only for front-wheel drive applications,
and was featured exclusively in the first generation of GM's W-body platform. It was built from
to In , the heads were redesigned for better flow, as well as now making the engine an
interference design and adapting the engine for federally mandated OBDII emissions. It had four
valves per cylinder. The 3. The heads and intake manifolds were redesigned for the model year,
incorporating a larger throttle body and plenum area, slightly longer intake runners, cloverleaf
combustion chambers, and larger "pill"-shaped exhaust ports. Camshafts and cam timing were
also revised for the new, higher-rpm powerband. Optional from to was a Getrag five-speed
manual transaxle , which was also exclusive to the GM W platform and was available only with
the LQ1. The electronically controlled Hydramatic 4TE four-speed automatic transaxle was the
alternative, used during the entire production run with the exception of the Monte Carlo Z34 and
Lumina LTZ, which received the 4TE. It featured a structural oil pan, a stiffer redesigned engine
block, sequential fuel injection, and revised aluminum heads. Compression ratio for the L82 was
9. The LG8 "J-code" was an updated version of the engine that displaced 3. The LG8 also
featured a new intake manifold and numerous changes to improve parts-sharing with the
larger-displacement LA1 Emissions were improved with secondary air injection and it earned
LEV status. The LA1 or "E-code" was a larger-bore version of the L It was first used on the
U-platform minivans. It remains an iron block with pushrods and an aluminum two-valve head.
An updated version of the Generation III engine. It includes a new block, intake manifold, oil
pan, engine cover, and fuel system, as well as electronic throttle control. From Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia. Redirected from GM Degree V6 engine. Motor vehicle engine. Cast iron
Aluminum. OHV 2 valves x cyl. DOHC 4 valves x cyl. Carburetor Throttle-body fuel injection
Multi-port fuel injection Sequential multi-port fuel injection. Pontiac Grand Am Oldsmobile
Alero. Pontiac Grand Am GT. Chevrolet Impala Chevrolet Monte Carlo. Chicago Tribune.
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