2012 tiguan

It relies instead on its relatively balanced overall package to earn 6. Read more about how we
rate cars. Handling is composed, if not eager, and the optional R-Line appearance package adds
the illusion of zip but no substantive changes. Draw your straw carefully, however, as the
available third row is best for kids who should be in child seats or perhaps the family pooch.
Otherwise, the Tiguan has a nice, spacious interior composed of low-sheen, soft-touch
materials and hard-wearing upholstery. The standard 6. The Tiguan has earned mixed crash-test
results. The Volkswagen Tiguan plays it safe. At inches between its bumpers, the Tiguan is on
the large side for a compact crossover SUV. It looks every bit its length, though those wide
doors help passengers climb aboard. The sharp front end features a wide grille flanked by either
halogen or optional LED headlights. The Tiguan features a low dash inside that houses either a
6. Interior shades range from relentless black to gray to a two-tone orange and black that works
better than it sounds. Though it may have been built by a company that tests its cars on the
Autobahn, the VW Tiguan has a gentle, family-friendly demeanor. Even in R-Line grade, it
prioritizes a soft ride over blistering acceleration or handling tenacity. We wind up at a 6 out of
10 for performance for the Tiguan, with a point above average for its comfortable ride. No matter
the Tiguan trim level or paint color, every model leaves the factory with a horsepower,
pound-feet of torque 2. Power goes to the front wheels in Sun Belt models, while all-wheel drive
is optional. Every Tiguan has a few drive modes, including a handy user-configurable one that
lets drivers adjust features such as steering heft or throttle sensitivity. In every mode, the
turbo-4 furnishes decent, but not thrilling power, and it can sound gruff at low speeds. The
8-speed automatic transmission can also seem confused at times and it can be slow to
downshift for highway passing. Steering feedback is nonexistent, though the three-spoke,
flat-bottom steering wheel points the wheels forward with unusual precision on a winding road.
With just under 8 inches of ground clearance, the Tiguan is hardly a rock crawler. The VW
Tiguan earns 8 out of 10 points for comfort, with ticks above average for its spacious cabin, its
good front seats, and its roomy second row. The front seats are upright and firmly padded, and
they sit high enough to afford a commanding view forward. Power controls and seat heaters are
optional. Row two slides forward at the tug of a lever or pushes back to open up more or less
cargo space or leg room. Five-seat Tiguans can lug nearly 38 cubic feet of cargo with the
second row upright and slid forward. Fold row two flat and maximum cargo capacity swells to
Tiguans make good use of soft-touch, low-sheen materials. The standard cloth upholstery has a
pleasingly tough feel, while the optional synthetic leather fitted to SE and SELs makes cleaning
up a cinch. This year, automatic emergency braking, blind-spot monitors, and rear cross-traffic
alerts are standard on the Tiguan. That previously optional tech joins six airbags and a system
that locks the brakes in place in the event of a collision. The Volkswagen Tiguan comes in four
trim levels, with a handful of options available. We rate the lineup at 7 out of 10, with points
above average for good base equipment and a 4-year, 50,mile bumper-to-bumper warranty. The
best value in the lineup is the base Tiguan S, which now comes with automatic emergency
braking that joins power features, a 6. A third row of occasional-use seats comes standard on
front-wheel-drive versions. In our eyes, the smart buy here is the Tiguan SE. We score it at just
4 out of 10, where some rivals earn 5 out of With all-wheel drive, the Tiguan is rated at a
not-so-great 20 mpg city, 27 highway, 23 combined. Several rivals earn as high as 30 mpg
combined with front-wheel drive, while the Subaru Forester is rated at an impressive 29 mpg
combined with standard all-wheel drive. Subaru Tesla Toyota Volkswagen Volvo. Research By
Category Body Style. Start a Loan Request Form Today! New Cars. By Make. New Arteon Atlas.
Golf Jetta. Passat Taos. Used Beetle CC. Phaeton Rabbit. Routan Touareg. New By Year. Used
By Year. Reviews Specs Photos Inventory. Likes Spacious digs Classy, conservative design
Good standard tech Lots of crash-avoidance gear. Review continues below. We rate it at 5 out
of New Volkswagen Tiguan for sale near change location. Continue Reading. Rate and Review
your car for The Car Connection! Tell us your own ratings for a vehicle you own. Rate your car
on Performance, Safety, Features and more. Filter Results reset. Drivetrain FWD 4. Trim S 2. SE
R-Line Black 2. SEL 2. Rating breakdown on a scale of 1 to 10? Compare the Volkswagen
Tiguan against the competition. Looking for a different year of the Volkswagen Tiguan? Used
Volkswagen Tiguan cars. Used Chevrolet Equinox 2, cars. Used Honda CR-V 1, cars. Used
Nissan Rogue 2, cars. Used Subaru Forester cars. All Rights Reserved. Stock photography by
izmo, Inc. Read our Cookie Policy. Reactivate now to get the information you were looking for! If
you feel you have received this message in error, please view our customer care FAQs or
access your account information here. Sign In. Become a Member. Remember Me. Not a
member? Need further assistance? Please call Member Services at View all Volkswagen
Vehicles. Current Model. Though the hp, 2. Fuel economy of mpg on regular gas is good for the
class. The transmission is mostly smooth. Handling is capable and secure, and the ride is
comfortable. The cabin is among the quietest in the segment, with just a bit of engine noise

when revved. Road Test. Predicted Reliability. Predicted Owner Satisfaction. The
second-generation Tiguan is one of the largest models in the small-SUV segment. That growth
allows for an optional third-row seat standard on FWD versions and an enormous second-row
seat. While the hp, 2. Fuel economy of 25 mpg on regular gas is good for the class. A variety of
advanced safety features, such as forward collision warning, automatic emergency braking, and
rear cross-traffic warning are available. The Tiguan did well in our tests. Based upon the VW
Golf and Passat, we like its quiet cabin, roomy rear seat, and excellent fit and finish. Handling is
agile and secure, and the ride is comfortable. The 2. Front-wheel drive is standard, with
all-wheel drive available. For , Tiguan's mild freshening improved fuel economy. Model year
brought some equipment shuffling, including a standard rear camera. New Cars on the Horizon.
Skip high-selling models with low scores or reliability ratings and consider these winners.
Latest Volkswagen Videos. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. Make a
Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews. A
stylish, versatile compact SUV that can fit your friends. And with extra cargo room when you
fold the rear seats down in the 5-seater, you can easily pack whatever you need. The Tiguan is
equipped with a suite of helpful tech features designed to help make parking, passing, and, well,
driving easier. The available display is a true breakthrough. Instead of the traditional instrument
cluster, information can be displayed digitally in high resolution. Help keep your passengers
entertained on up to four Wi-Fi-enabled devicesâ€”perfect for those long car rides. Explore
Apple CarPlay. Explore Android Auto. Volkswagen Car-Net 9 comes with a mobile app that can
give you command of your car, in your pocket. With a suite of standard features plus add-on
benefits for your convenience and peace of mind. Comfort, ease, cargo capacity: just a few of
the elements that make up the sleek design of the Tiguan. Capable and sleek. The bold styling
and strong, sharp character lines of the Tiguan are sure to turn heads. Modern styling and
spacious rear legroom creates a comfortable vibe inside the car and will have everyone asking
to take the long way home. With a spacious With blacked-out 20" alloy wheels, front bumper,
and exterior accents, it makes a bold statement. As conditions change, available 4MOTION
distributes power between the front and rear wheels as needed to help optimize traction and
stability. Having eight speeds can mean smooth shifting. Tiguan 1. Build your Tiguan. Starting
MSRP. Request a Quote. Meet the Tiguan. So much tech. So easy to use. Volkswagen Digital
Cockpit. Customize your view. Driver Assistance. Peace of mind for the road ahead. If you
attempt to change lanes, Side Assist can help alert you to other cars that may be in your blind
spot. The Active Blind Spot Monitor available when vehicle is equipped with Lane Assist on
select models can also counter-steer within the limits of Lane Assist to help keep you in your
lane if you attempt to change lanes when a vehicle is in your blind spot. The available Overhead
View Camera Area View helps give you a better view of what is around your vehicle. Driver
Assistance features can help give you more confidence on your drive. Stay connected almost
anywhere. With available wireless charging for compatible devices, running out of juice can be
a thing of the past. Wherever the road takes you, you can be charged and ready to go. Take your
apps for a ride. View feature details. The look is sophisticated yet capable. Bold styling is
everywhere, from the sculpted hood to the strong, sharp character line. Kick your foot under the
rear bumper to unlock the trunk when your hands are full with available hands-free Easy Open
and Easy Close liftgate. Kick your foot under the rear bumper again and walk away. The
available remote power liftgate opens by simply pressing and holding the button on the key fob.
Go ahead, stretch out. Let the light in with the available panoramic sunroof that blends
seamlessly into the cabin. Cargo Capacity. Get in your comfort zone. This available seating
surface is comfortable, stylish, and easy to maintain. Available for the 1st and 2nd row, these
leather seating surfaces feature a unique design and color options like Storm Gray or Saffrano
Orange and Black. R-Line Black. Make a statement, wherever you go. Emphasis on power.
Helping to keep you in control. The power is in your hands. Turbocharged Engine. Under the
hood but never overlooked. Let a horsepower turbocharged engine get you where you want to
go. A turbocharged engine that takes fun-to-drive to the next level. Drive Modes. The
Volkswagen Tiguan belongs to a rare breed of compact crossovers that also offer a third row of
seats. There's a reason for that: Packing up to seven passengers in a small crossover is no
easy feat. The VW Tiguan, though, provides impressive space â€” provided only children
occupy the third row. The Tiguan also has an impressive batch of clever tech features, which
are easy to use, and a wealth of driving assistance aids. But this is not a driver's car â€” its
turbocharged engine lacks both performance and fuel economy ratings worth gushing over.
Changes are minor for the model year, leaving the Tiguan as a tech-forward, classy crossover
hampered by its lackluster feel on the road. It doesn't falter in many areas, but its drawbacks
â€” a thirsty engine and slow-to-react transmission â€” keep it from true greatness. How does
the Tiguan drive? Most of the blame lies with the clunky, unresponsive transmission. A mph

acceleration time of 9. Acceleration is lethargic at partial throttle, especially when taking off
from a stop. Making an unprotected left turn requires planning well ahead. Handling is also
disappointing. The Tiguan is OK as long as you don't push too hard, but go around a tight turn
and you'll feel a lot of body roll. If you enjoy more spirited driving, it's not the ideal vehicle. How
comfortable is the Tiguan? Lower trim levels have smaller wheels, translating to a cushier ride
over bad roads. The third row is tight, but those up front are treated to well-bolstered and
supportive seats. Second-row passengers get adjustable seatbacks, a boon for taller
occupants. Wind noise is minimal, and road noise is only apparent on atypical road surfaces
such as when traveling over train tracks or hitting bumps. The engine is quiet while cruising,
but the transmission's odd shifting behavior might cause drivers to wring out the engine to get
up to speed. The engine gets vocal above 2, rpm, and you'll hear a fair amount of turbocharger
whooshing. There's an abundance of room in the first and second rows, though the third row is
only suitable for kids. The large door openings make getting in and out relatively hassle-free,
even for third-row occupants. Visibility is excellent thanks to large windows and small pillars. It
might take some time to get used to the instrument panel's many features and controls. You
could find the layout of the steering wheel's cruise control buttons and the ones controlling the
SEL's digital instrument panel confusing, for example. Our staff was split over its intuitiveness.
VW offers a lot of advanced driving aids on the Tiguan, but they don't feel fully baked. The
adaptive cruise system is late to recognize cars merging into your lane and slow to react to the
car in front leaving the lane. We also experienced some unwarranted inputs from the
lane-keeping assist system in our test vehicle. Room behind the third row is tight but better
than what other compact three-row SUVs offer. You must also remove the cargo cover if the
third row is raised. A sliding second row and deep pockets near the hatch door make this space
more versatile. The Tiguan offers lots of places to store small items, even in the third row. The
front doors can fit two water bottles. A tray underneath the center console makes up for a
relatively small bin underneath the armrest. How economical is the Tiguan? It achieved That
said, the Tiguan is thirstier than rivals with base engines and even some competitors with
upgraded engines. Is the Tiguan a good value? A high price and below-average fuel economy
translate to higher running costs for Tiguan owners. VW reduced its warranty for , but it is still
better than what most other automakers offer. Wildcard 7. The tech, premium materials and
handsome design help it stand out in a huge segment. But those qualities are somewhat
undone by the Tiguan's lackluster driving experience. It's slow, clunky and dull, though it's
relatively quiet and comfortable to sit in. Which Tiguan does Edmunds recommend? Higher
trims of the Tiguan become very flashy very fast, so we like the SE and its modest yet
convenient standard features. With it, you'll get upgraded cabin materials plus heated front
seats for added comfort. All models are powered by a turbocharged 2. A third row of seats is
standard on front-wheel-drive models and optional on all-wheel-drive versions. S The base trim
kicks off the VW Tiguan line with these standard features:. I am a car guy, always have been. I
am single, no kids at home and I wanted a mid-sized SUV not a large land yacht. The SE had all
the features I wanted with the exception of the rain sensored wipers with nonne of the things I
didn't need navigation, leather seats, third row seating I'm 6'6". The Tiguan was one of a small
few that allowed me to enter and exit easily. I like the clean lines of the exterior where there are
no bumps and bulges and the vehicle doesn't look like something out of a science fiction
movie. I like the understated interior where the fit and finish is great, things are where they are
supposed to be and their use is intuitive and doesn't take a page manual to set it up for my
preferences. Most reviewers call the looks boring, I find it very pleasing, an understated
elegance without much of the junk that appeals to a younger demographic. Performance has
been criticized but I find it pretty good and acceptable for what I need. I love great sports cars
and muscle cars but this is not what I need in an SUV. I don't need neck snapping acceleration
like a Porsche , I need something that can get up to highway speeds quickly, a vehicle that can
handle the hills and back roads and the weather here in New England. The Tiguan does this very
well. It is very smooth and quiet on the highway and handles remarkably well on the back, twisty
roads. I also like that you don't see hundreds of them on a daily commute, it is nicely unique
and in my opinion a great looking vehicle that is fun to drive. If I wanted the exhilaration of a
sports car, I would buy a Corvette or a Porsche Recently purchased a car I wanted, as opposed
to the car that fit my family and lifestyle. Kids have their own car, now Mama has one she loves
too!! It was between a Mazda Cx-5 and Delilah. She won hands down. She's a little longer has a
small 3rd row seat for those few and far between days when I have to be the mom mobile again.
Panoramic sunroof and all of the bells and whistles!! I love love love her!! You should know the
2 wheel drive r line with those wide flat tires is worthless in snow, regardless what the sales
person says. Also mine has a whistle above 60 in the cabin. It tracks great going 90 down the
interstate and has no understeer on exit ramps. The seat are FIRM. Car is averaging This car is

the best car I have found for the price with the best features. It drives amazing, it handles like a
tiny vehicle, and it is a beauty. The 3rd row is also an amazing addition and is great if you have
kids that like their own space! Write a review. See all 4 reviews. NOTE: This video is about the
Volkswagen Tiguan, but since the Volkswagen Tiguan is part of the same generation, our earlier
analysis still applies. The all-new Volkswagen Tiguan is It's longer than before and now it has
an optional third row. The Tiguan in the past didn't have a lot of the optional safety features that
cars like the Honda CR-V did, but now you can get things like a degree camera, as well as
adaptive cruise control and blind spot monitoring. So this new longer Tiguan also gets a new
power train up front, a new 2-liter 4-cylinder turbocharged engine, along with an 8-speed
automatic transmission. And first impressions are we like the way it looks. We like the way the
old one drove, and we're excited to test this one out in the future. We like the design of the new
Tiguan, but what do you guys think? Let us know in the comments section below. And for more
videos from the Detroit Auto Show, click the subscribe link or go to edmunds. Looking for a
three-row Volkswagen with all-wheel drive? If so, the Atlas is the way to go. It comes standard
with a third row, even on all-wheel-drive models. With the Tiguan you must choose one or the
other. The Atlas is also more comfortable and more powerful, though the Tiguan is more
affordable. But it certainly makes the most of its space. In fact, the CR-V has more room behind
its second row than the Tiguan. Honda's attention to detail shines through again and again in
this crossover. The Sorento is slightly larger than the Tiguan, and it similarly squeezes a third
row of seats inside its confines. We appreciate the Sorento's impressive warranty and standard
features, though neither of its available engines offers much performance or efficiency. A
brand-new model promises lots of upgrades and is one to keep your eye on. Consumer ratings
and reviews are also available for the Volkswagen Tiguan and all its trim types. Overall,
Edmunds users rate the Tiguan 5. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift through
aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying about any vehicle in
our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort, value, interior,
exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide shoppers with a
comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Tiguan. Edmunds experts have
compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Volkswagen Tiguan and all model years
in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the Tiguan
featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and
driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road
tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Volkswagen Tiguan. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified
pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP,
average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features
upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking
assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire
size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare
vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features,
specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color.
Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is
the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher
monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the
other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're
someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My
notifications My Account. Home Volkswagen Volkswagen Tiguan. Photos Select year Upcoming - New - New. Other years. Pros Ample space for passengers and cargo Three-row
seating is useful in a pinch Intuitive tech interface Cons Subpar acceleration and
responsiveness Ranks low in fuel economy for the class Optional larger wheels make for a
bumpy ride What's new SE trims get adaptive cruise control as standard Newly available
infotainment system with 8-inch touchscreen Part of the second Tiguan generation introduced
for The Volkswagen Tiguan impresses with its high-tech cabin and premium materials, both of

which rank high in the ever-growing field of compact three-row SUVs. On the performance front,
the Tiguan underdelivers by the segment's already low bar. The Tiguan places a high priority on
comfort, judging by the seats and overall pleasant ride. As one of few three-row small SUVs, the
Tiguan is unsurprisingly all about space and utility. The infotainment system is one of the best
in the segment, and the premium Fender audio system is also quite good. There's plenty of
room behind the Tiguan's second row to store several large suitcases. The all-wheel-drive
Tiguan is rated at 24 mpg combined. Build quality appears nice on the surface, but we were less
than impressed with several rattles on our test vehicle, which showed just 6, miles on the
odometer. The Tiguan comes across as a bit more upscale than competing small crossovers.
Read more. Find savings on the Tiguan for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all Tiguan
lease offers. Sponsored cars related to the Tiguan. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out of 5
stars, Real nice SUV, far better than the on-line reviews. Check your price quote. Great Good
Fair High Sample dealer price:. Get started Already have a dealer quote? If necessary, the
system can apply automatic emergency braking. Blind-Spot Monitor Uses rear radar sensors to
warn the driver of vehicles in adjacent lanes. Also illuminates an icon in the side mirror when a
vehicle enters a blind spot. Can also apply countersteering to nudge the vehicle back into its
lane. Side Impact Test Good. Volkswagen Tiguan vs. Volkswagen Atlas Looking for a three-row
Volkswagen with all-wheel drive? People who viewed this also viewed 3. Related Tiguan
Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the Tiguan both on the road and at the track, giving it a 7.
You probably care about Volkswagen Tiguan fuel economy, so it's important to know that the
Tiguan gets an EPA-estimated 24 mpg to 25 mpg, depending on the configuration. What about
cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that
carrying capacity for the Tiguan ranges from And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more.
To determine whether the Volkswagen Tiguan is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer
reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Tiguan. Look for
specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Tiguan's
average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're w
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ondering whether the Volkswagen Tiguan is a good car. Edmunds' expert testing team
reviewed the Tiguan and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature
availability should all be factors in determining whether the Tiguan is a good car for you. If
you're interested in the Volkswagen Tiguan, the next question is, which Tiguan model is right
for you? What do people think of the Volkswagen Tiguan? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds
experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Volkswagen Tiguan and all
model years in our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for a New Volkswagen
Tiguan? Which Volkswagen Tiguans are available in my area? Can't find a new Volkswagen
Tiguans you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I lease
or buy a Volkswagen Tiguan? Check out Volkswagen lease specials. Sign Up. Get price. Our
verdict.

