2004 toyota rav4 problems

The following chart shows the 19 most common problems for Toyota RAV4. The number one
most common problem is related to the vehicle's air bags with 49 problems. The second most
common problem is related to the vehicle's engine and engine cooling 31 problems. In our
research we use the PPMY index to compare the reliability of vehicles. The PPMY index of a
certain model is defined as the problems reported per thousand vehicles per Year. If the total
number of problems reported by Toyota RAV4 owners in the last 16 years is , and the age of the
vehicle is 16, the PPMY index can then be calculated as. For more information, refer to this
page: A study of reliability comparison across Toyota RAV4 model year vehicles. The following
chart shows the number of problems reported during each of the service years since the debut
of the Toyota RAV4 in Note that the number of problems reported for the RAV4 is while the
average number of problems reported for the 25 model years of the Toyota RAV4 is Car
Problems. Table 1. Common problems of the Toyota RAV4. Table 2. Table 3. Compare the
Toyota RAV4 with other model years. Air Bag. Engine And Engine Cooling. Power Train. Vehicle
Speed Control. Electrical System. Electronic Stability Control. Service Brakes. Unknown Or
Other. Seat Belt. Gasoline Fuel System. Exterior Lighting. Other Fuel System. Child Seat. Switch
Year: No car is perfect, but we've gathered everything relating to the Toyota RAV4 reliability
here to help you decide if it's a smart buy. It seems to me your answer lies in what you wrote at
the beginning of your email. Why not buy another Hilux, it did the job for you before and there's
no reason it wouldn't do the same again. Toyota Australia has recalled more than , vehicles over
fears that faulty airbags could spray shrapnel when deployed. The mileage is very low for an 11
year-old car, so make sure the odo reading is credible. A check of its service record should give
you enough information to tell if it's correct or not. RAV4s of that era had quite a lot of trouble
with the automatic transmission , so put the car through as many different driving modes as
possible and look for things like reluctant shifting, hesitations, juddering, etc. Other than that
the RAV4 is a decent car. Over the years it expanded in size and from the latest model in
February has become positively staid â€” sounds like the Sorry, there are no cars that match
your search. Diesel Engine Recall Transmission Toyota HiLux: Replacement options Answered
by CarsGuide 15 Apr Show More. Toyota RAV4 Cruiser 5-door opinion? Answered by CarsGuide
17 Apr Answered by CarsGuide 26 Dec The ECU problem affected , and models. Both have
timing chains so there's no requirement to service them. Disclaimer: You acknowledge and
agree that all answers are provided as a general guide only and should not be relied upon as
bespoke advice. Carsguide is not liable for the accuracy of any information provided in the
answers. Toyota RAV4 cars for sale. Reliability indicates how models have performed in the
past, providing the basis for predicting how the vehicles will hold up in the year ahead. These
charts provide the most comprehensive reliability information available to consumers. Based on
information received from our latest subscriber survey, our reliability history charts give you a
rundown on how used vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the
engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. Learn more
about car Reliability. The owner comments describe problems respondents experienced with
this vehicle. Antilock system ABS , parking brake, master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or
vibration, squeaking, brake failure or wear. It had to be replaced. He stated that the brakes still
looked fine, but would replace them for us since are going to take the car on a long trip. When
they were replacing the brakes they discoverd that the calipers were leaking. A lot to invest in a
SUV but still like driving this vehicle so it was worth it for me". The vehicle was purchased and
used in Minnesota for 10 of the years that I have had it. The icing chemicals that are used on the
roads damaged the metal and effected the operation of the components. The calipers stopped
functioning and were degraded to the point that replacement was necessitated. Read driver side
caliper frozen, both calipers replaced April ". But also found a frozen toe in one wheel". Entire
assembly was rusted and had to be replaced". This caused a loud squeaking sound every time I
made a turn. No problem since after replacement". The issue was that a metal shield next to the
brakes has rusted to the point of being loose and was making contact with the moving parts of
the brakes. The repair shop simply removed the shield completely and corrected the problem".
Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering linkage includes rack
and pinion , power steering pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance, springs or torsion bars,
bushings, electronic or air suspension. This is very cheap, compared to the cost of new struts
which I thought the problem was. Original struts on the vehicle are still working fine. Very easy
to replace! I love working on Toyotas in most cases. I blame the horrible roads in my area. I had
to install a replacement to pass State Safety Inspection. MEchanic cannot fix it. You can hear
this car three blocks away". Were in the rear but I had no indication that they needed replacing,
was informed when I picked up my car from mechanic. Was rather surprised because last 7
years haven't really done that". Strut mounts also needed replacement due to structural
integrity". Consider this good service". Had to be replaced". Was told it was bad brake pad that

caused uneven tire wear. My mechanic suggested putting all new tires on my vehicle so I did
purchase 4 new tires but need to do a front end alignment. Replacement bearings have operated
without issue. Went to dealership right away. Also, the front air intakes by the windshield wipers
have to be cleared, esp. Neither has a". The service dept. DIY carpet cleaning and discontinued
use of sun roof have helped tremendously". Rarely garaged. Florida sun. Almost 12 years old so
there's going to be breakdown". The duct that drains water away collapsed and let water into
the back compartment. It was a very costly fix". Squealing sound when heater fan turned on. I
plan to point this out in a month, when the RAV4 is in for routine service and oil change. I hope
the semi-annual lube will help with this issue". Wind noise and engine noise. The driver's side
seal kept coming apart, until I had it repaired by a private mechanic. But I still have wind noise".
Muffler, pipes, catalytic converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. This was my second Toyota vehicle
I've owned which needed this part replaced over time and". Car was operable but ran noisy.
Fortunately, we had a second vehicle in our family to use while this vehicle was being repaired.
We did not personally experience any airbag deployment due to an accident. The dealer patched
it up. In same area where it happened before, 3 years. Repaired at that time as well. Over 10
years driving on salty roads this problem did not come as a surprise. Had 5 holes in pipe
leading to muffler". Fortunately, we have a second vehicle in the family to use while this vehicle
was being repaired. Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling , loose interior and exterior trim
or moldings, rust. Also paint on the rear bumper and on the spare tire cover is peeling off". One
fender never stayed attached correctly and paint is peeling after the front fender was repaired.
It's probably the body shop's fault". Rust on the wheels, muffler and brakes caused damage
requiring repairs". I was told however by the expert technician that that was the result of a poor
install when I had it replaced 14 years ago and not necessarily a manufacturers defect or simply
age. Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil
leaks. Car vibrated and was informed it was due to bad engine mounts. Dealer thinks it may be
an upper seal. Dealer cannot find leak. Engine has oil on it as if seals are leaking. I consider this
a regular mechanical wear item. The O2 sensor was incredibly difficult to replace due to location
on vehicle. They said that it has no bearing on the fuel mileage, but is annoying with the lights
that stay on. I replaced the gas cap, etc. Toyota used to cover this, but stopped a while ago".
After checking the gas cap a few times, I had a module replaced". Light was lit when purchased
- and never resolved Alternator, starter, hybrid battery and related systems, regular battery,
battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition switch, electronic ignition, distributor or rotor
failure, spark plugs and wires failure. Also sometimes car will not start for no reason at all
sometimes. Unsure what exactly it is because can find no problem why when taken to
mechanic. You cannot get just the light cover, to fix it properly, you have to get the entire
housing with the light which is a costly repair for a broken push button switch cover".
Apparently there's something we can do to reset the sensor ourselves, but we haven't bothered
to learn how. Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder head, head gasket, turbo or supercharger,
timing chain or timing belt. Cylinder head was salvaged. Constant oil leaks and overheating due
to separation of head from block". The mechanic that actually did the repair said the first
mechanic stripped the head bolts while he was working on it. We had to have this fixed and
Toyota would not help with cost". The dealer noticed an oil leak at the timing chain cover and
discovered the damaged tensioner inside the engine in the process of removing the cover to
replace the timing chain cover. It's very distracting to hear the warning tone and to feel the car
shimmy a bit as it tries to compensate for something it thinks is of imminent danger, even
though I'm going slowly and there is no danger. So I often turn it off when traveling on dry
mountain roads. Gear selector or linkage, leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or
solenoid, clutch adjustment, rough shifting, slipping transmission. I had to remove Computer
and send it to NC. A special place and this is what they do. Toyota did all the work for free under
warranty". Part was about IN previous years had leak problems with oil and had to replace other
gaskets". Most of the cost is labor, around 30 hours to remove and install. Bluetooth , voice
control commands, steering wheel controls, portable music device interface e. The volume
jumps when I try to adjust it, so I also have to jiggle it. Power or manual windows, locks and
latches, tailgate, hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts,
sunroof, convertible top. Something rusted and then every time I opened this door it would slam
into me. It has to be manually locked with the key". Had to replace the heater blower motor. My
husband is handy with cars. We ordered the new radiator and he replaced it. Transmission
rebuild or replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. Replaced with used model from a
wrecked car with low mileage. Works fine now". He replaced the solenoid and then put in a
rebuilt transmission. That still did not fix the problem. He replac". Cruise control, clock, warning
lights, body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor or washer, tire pressure monitor,
interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug, remote engine start, alarm or security

system. Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating. Reactivate
now to get the information you were looking for! If you feel you have received this message in
error, please view our customer care FAQs or access your account information here. Sign In.
Become a Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need further assistance? Please call Member
Services at Unlock Ratings. New Used The Toyota RAV4 is well-rounded and easy to maneuver
in tight spaces. Although narrow and a bit cramped, the RAV4 features a flexible interior, with
rear seats that can be folded, tumbled forward, or removed in sections. A new engine for
provided acceleration comparable with a V6 and relatively good fuel economy. Handling, which
is aided by standard electronic stability control ESC , is nimble and secure. There are 2 recalls
on this vehicle. Learn More. Overall Reliability. Most Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble
Spot. See all Potential Trouble Spots. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict.
Engine Major. Engine Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive
System. Fuel System. Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power
Equipment. In-car Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on
information received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability
history charts give you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential
trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the
electrical system. NA indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to provide
data for a specific year. An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year.
What Owners Say. A lot to invest in a SUV but still like driving this vehicle so it was worth it for
me" Marcia B. Read driver side caliper frozen, both calipers replaced April " N B. Entire
assembly was rusted and had to be replaced" Lou F. Alignment "After the front struts were
replaced, the car needed a wheel alignment. Was rather surprised because last 7 years haven't
really done that" SUSn W. Strut mounts also needed replacement due to structural integrity"
Matthew S. Consider this good service" Theodore H. Air or water leaks "Identical to my earlier
comments about my 4Runner: "Upper corner of windshield started dripping. Neither has a"
Donald M. DIY carpet cleaning and discontinued use of sun roof have helped tremendously"
Nancy L. Almost 12 years old so there's going to be breakdown" Nancy L. I hope the
semi-annual lube will help with this issue" Robert D. But I still have wind noise" Martha P. Had 5
holes in pipe leading to muffler" Mary H. Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling "The clear
coat is peeling off. Toyota used to cover this, but stopped a while ago" Martha P. After checking
the gas cap a few times, I had a module replaced" Carolyn J. You cannot get just the light cover,
to fix it properly, you have to get the entire housing with the light which is a costly repair for a
broken push button switch cover" Pratiksha J. Engine rebuild or replacement "Required
complete replacement of engine block at 90, miles due to head bolts loosening from the block.
We had to have this fixed and Toyota would not help with cost" Lee S. Toyota did all the work
for free under warranty" John S. CD player "CD player stopped working and needed to be
replaced. Doors or sliding doors "The rear door opens sideways. It has to be manually locked
with the key" Jeff C. Transmission rebuild or replacement "Transmission broke down. He
replac" Nancy L. Alternator "alternator failed did not charge the battery dealer replaced the
alternator with a refurbished alternator that had a warranty of 1 year" Anonymous, WI Toyota
RAV4 Base 2. Antifreeze leaks "Puddling in engine compartment. See All Trouble Spots.
Compare Models. No Data Available. An inflator explosion may result in sharp metal fragments
striking the driver or other occupants resulting in serious injury or death. Read Recall Details.
These vehicles had their driver or passenger frontal air bag inflators previously replaced under
a prior recall using inflators of the same design. The inflators may explode due to propellant
degradation occurring after long-term exposure to high absolute humidity, temperature and
temperature cycling. What should you do:. Toyota will notify owners. Depending on the vehicle
model, dealers will replace the front driver inflator, front passenger airbag inflator, the airbag
assembly, or the front passenger airbag sub-assembly and inflator. The recall began November
20, Owners may contact Toyota customer service at or Lexus customer service at Potential
Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall Details. In the event of a crash necessitating deployment
of the driver's frontal air bag, the inflator could rupture with metal fragments striking the driver
or other occupants resulting in serious injury or death. The affected vehicles are equipped with
a dual-stage driver frontal air bag that may be susceptible to moisture intrusion which, over
time, could cause the inflator to rupture. Toyota will notify owners, and dealers will replace the
driver's frontal air bag, free of charge. Owners were mailed an interim notice June 17, The recall
began on August 21, Owners may contact Toyota customer service at Check Vehicle for
Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up. Change Vehicle. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select
Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You
no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews. It gets great gas mileage. I've had it for
years and it rarely has problems. I feel very safe in the vehicle, and it never feels unstable or like

it could tip over. The car is old, but it doesn't look outdated. It is a small car, so it works for a
single person, but I would not recommend for a family or for kids. My toyotas under carriage is
totally rotted. It is a rav4 sport. I only have 59, miles on it. It is mechanically sound. My Toyota
RAV4 is a fairly reliable car with just a few minor problems with it. Sometimes the windows have
problems with rolling down and rolling up mostly rolling back up so I try not to roll it down too
much so my car probably has some electrical problems. Sometimes the key won't turn in the
ignition but it doesn't take much to fix it. My car also doesn't drive super well in the rain and is
really hard to get started on wet roads and I have to be careful turning on wet roads as well. But
other than those minor problems, it functions well and gets pretty good gas mileage so I am
overall satisfied with it. I feel that the car is very reliable. I have had minimal issues with the
vehicle. The vehicle is spacious and the trunk is large. It drives smooth and is not too expensive
to fill. I enjoy that the vehicle is AWD. I have driven the vehicle for 4 years now and I have never
wanted to update any of the features or change anything on the vehicle. Definitely would
recommend this vehicle! I had a recall on my vehicle a few years ago about a problem with
debris in the air bag which meant if it when off could throw shrapnel with the potential to kill. I
also have had a lot of issues with my stick shift, with the hydraulics and the gear itself. My rav4
is pretty great, I have had it for a while now and it has been reliable and I haven't had too many
issues with it. The safety features are a huge bonus like the beeping when you weave or get too
close to another car, also the rearview camera on the screen is pretty useful. I love my truck. It
gets great gas mileage, is roomy and small enough that I can find a parking space. The thing I
dislike about it are the seats and the seat belts. The seat is uncomfortable and hard to adjust to
just the right and comfortable position and the seat belt chokes and smothers you while driving.
The Toyota rav4 is easy to drive, and it is reliable. It is easy to maintain. I have only had to
replace the water pump and the brakes once with in the fourteen years I have had the car. The
car can be noisy when the cargo is empty. Easy to drive during on snow or ice, and during snow
and rain storms. I like my car a lot. I received it after totaling my first car. The performance is
great, there were some problems with the battery, but once we got a new one, there have been
no problems since. The car is very spacious, especially nice for transporting big objects like
moving and whatnot. Very reliable vehicle, only thing I've had to fix so far is the sway bars.
Drives good, gets good gas mileage. Will be trading in for a new one next year. The only thing I
don't like is when you go up a hill with the cruise control on the car speeds up 5 mph more than
I have it set for. I would not recommend if you have more than 2 children the back seat will only
fit 2 carseats. I love that the seats can either be flipped up for more space or removed
completely. My car is very reliable. It is a strong balanced. The breaks are pretty nice. The seats
are very comfortable. The back has plenty of room for groceries and kids toys. The back seats
have great space for car seats and bags and other people. The windows are very clear. The
steering wheel is comfortable. The leg room is perfect for long term rides. The motor sounds
great even after 10 years of constant use. Oil pan gasket is usually a problem but is fine. It is so
reliable. I have put so many miles on it and have minimum maintenance. I have never had a
problem with it, and it hopefully will run for a long time. The interior is good quality and has had
many things spilled on it but it always comes out clean. My car is pretty old and I think will
eventually break down but as of right now it is still running great. I take it on long road trips
often, and never have had any issues. The most reliable car I've ever owned. Was purchased
new in , and now in with over k miles, still runs like new. Have not had any major issues with it,
and it drives great! Trunk is big, and the back seat is super spacious. Cannot say enough good
things about this car. It has almost , miles and continues to perform as it did when we first
purchased it in for my mother. It was easy, compact but good for loading things in the back. I
love this car. Bought car brand-new from dealership. Have driven over , with no major problems.
Been in several accidents but the car took the brunt of all forcesno medical problems at all. My
car fits me and my personality. I love that the tailgate door opens from the side. My car is very
dependable. There is nothing I dislike about my car; it is perfect for me. I bought new and find it
comfortable to drive, roomy for cargo and very reliable. I have never had a break down or any
problems with it. Since it is an older model, it can be bumpy sometimes, but overall I love my
car! Perfect size, seat height and can fit in the same size parking spot as a sedan. Fairly good
gas mileage and runs very well with routine maintenance. I love my Rav4, of all the cars I have
owned or driven it is by far my favorite. It seats 5 people comfortably and has plenty of room in
the trunk for me to store things that I use to go on adventures. It truly is the adventurers vehicle,
it drives smooth and is so compact I often feel like I'm driving a go-cart. The only problem I've
encountered with my Rav4 is that the car alarm goes off when I open my doors, not every time
but about a third of the time. I still haven't found a solution to this problem and it's quite
annoying. But, nevertheless, I still love my Rav4 and plan on driving her 'til she dies. I have put
k miles on this car with minimal problems. Pretty much have just done regular maintenance,

tires. Still runs great with k miles as of Jan. Just love it! Inside, the RAV4 prioritizes ergonomics
and cubby storage. A useful shelf spans the dash and complements the large center console.
The version we tested also mixed soft-touch surfaces and better plastics than previously seen.
The base LE version is quite Spartan and comes with cloth seats, a plasticky steering wheel,
and single-zone manual climate control. At the XLE trim level, Toyota throws in a few perks, but
XLE Premium models and up come with much more to like, including faux-leather upholstery, a
leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift knob, and a stitched padded dashboard and
center-console armrest. My car is good on gas, easy to get in and out of, good size, helps to be
up high to see the road, and is all paid for. The only thing I do not care for is that it has a black
interior and is hot in the summer. Sometimes it is hard to regulate the temperature inside so
that the windows stay free of moisture. This vehicle has been mine for a couple years now. It
has never let me down. The only problems I have experienced with this vehicle have been my
own fault. It is an old vehicle, but I like it a lot because of its comfortable interior and easy
maneuverability. It has bright headlights, which help me see in the dark. It also has strong tires
that have never popped. All parts of the vehicle are easy and intuitive to operate. Change Y
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ear. Owner Reviews See below. For Sale Near Me. Owner Reviews. Filter by: Rating. Feature
Reviews. Comfort Reviews. Fuel Economy Reviews. Performance Reviews. Interior Reviews.
Problems Reviews. Safety Reviews. Reliability Reviews. Search by keyword. Most Helpful. Most
Recent. Highest Rating. Lowest Rating. Marguerite S wrote on January 24, Saundra Campbell
wrote on October 7, Aurora H wrote on October 4, Emily J wrote on July 29, Chelsea S wrote on
July 29, Samantha A wrote on July 29, Carla H wrote on July 29, Angela F wrote on July 29,
Mckenna P wrote on July 29, Mary R wrote on July 29, Savannah G wrote on July 29, Shannon
W wrote on July 29, Jill G wrote on July 29, Bailey F wrote on July 29, Chris M wrote on July 29,
Carol D wrote on July 29, Carol Y wrote on July 29, Bailey H wrote on July 29, Cheryl G wrote on
July 29, Emily R wrote on July 29, Lynn J wrote on July 29, Terrence L wrote on March 17,
Judith D wrote on October 6, Alex K wrote on September 19, Continue to Overview.

