2000 ford taurus heater not working

We get a lot of questions about cars that have suddenly or gradually lost their cabin heat.
Sometimes the fan is still blowing but the air isn't warm anymore. There's nothing worse than
driving through a rainstorm on a cold day and having to pump chilly defroster air onto the top of
your head because your heat isn't working! Other times the fan isn't blowing at all, but you can
feel heat creep out of the vents. Both of these problems can be beyond frustrating. Living
without your AC can be annoying. Living without heat can be torture, especially if you have little
people riding in the back. This question came in and represents one of the most common
complaints about this era of Sable and Taurus. But on the business end they're identical. She
was saying that the heater would not blow hot air. I instantly thought to myself that the
thermostat was bad even though the dealer we purchased it from back in September was
supposed to replace it. The heater worked great this winter then suddenly stopped blowing hot
air just a couple weeks ago. When the blower is running after the car warms up it blows cool air.
When you accelerate while driving the air gets a little warmer but not much and cools down
completely when you are back at idle. While checking the new thermostat for any leaks I noticed
a "squealing" noise from under the hood. Also, the car does not over heat and runs at normal
temperature so I used that as an indicator that the pump was still good. Any ideas on this whole
situation? Thanks for your help, Regan. The fact that it heats up a little when you accelerate is
very telling. You should check under the hood and notice a vacuum hose routing diagram which
will tell you where the source of the climate control hose is. From there, thoroughly inspect the
lines going to the firewall for cracks leaks or bad fit. Continue your inspection under the dash
where you will notice small vacuum diaphragms from which you can trace the lines back. These
diaphragms look like little capsules with rubber hoses and plastic lines going in and out. You
should find a leak fairly easily in one of these lines, they are usually hard plastic and very
susceptible to cracking and pulling out of the rubber fittings on the ends. Warning: There are
some old school methods for finding vacuum leaks that involve flammable sprays. I do NOT
recommend using these methods as they are a serious fire hazard. Also, using them on the
interior of your car could result in other problems like destroyed upholstery. Stick to the visual
inspection or call a pro! Matthew Wright. Matthew Wright has been a freelance writer and editor
for over 10 years and an automotive repair professional for three decades specializing in
European vintage vehicles. Updated February 13, One of the most common and inconvenient
problems with the Ford Taurus is when it has no heat coming from the heater. Not having a
functioning heater makes driving much less comfortable, and can be a sign of certain issues. At
the simplest level, there are two main reasons why the heater is not working. If the heat is
blowing, but blowing cold, it has something to do with the coolant getting to the heater core, or
the heater core itself. At the simplest level possible, the heater works by passing hot coolant
from the engine into a tiny radiator called the heater core. At this point, the blower motor blows
air across the it and the newly heated air blows on to the driver and passengers. If the heater
has stopped working in your Taurus, this process has failed in one way or another. There is
almost never a situation where you would need to take the radiator cap off of the radiator to add
coolant. The exception to that would be when you would have reason to believe that the hose
going from the reservoir to the radiator is clogged. While not having enough coolant may make
your engine run hotter, it can also cause your Taurus to not be able to create enough heat. You
can verify this by checking the coolant level by taking a peek at the overflow reservoir. The
overflow reservoir will be connected to the radiator by a tube coming from the top usually right
by the radiator cap. Some vehicles only have full hot. It does this by allowing water to enter the
engine when it is getting hot, and by keeping coolant from entering while the vehicle warms up.
Sometimes when a thermostat goes bad, it stays stuck open. This allows the coolant to
continuously enter the engine. If your Taurus has a built in temperature gauge, take a look at it
and see if it is in the spot it is normally in after a bit of driving. The heater core itself can go bad.
Over time, they are known to clog and fail. Without the warm coolant going through it, there can
be no heat. A bad heater core can also leak, so watch out for that. There are two hoses coming
to and from the heater core. They both should feel warm or hot to the touch with the engine on.
If one of the hoses is hot, and the other one is cold, that is a pretty good indication that the
heater core is clogged. If the neither hose has any heat, you may have air in the cooling system,
low fluid, or low pressure. If you look at your temperature gauge, and the engine is running
hotter than normal, but there is not heat coming from the heater you may be having issues with
the water pump. Try taking the vehicle out of gear and revving the engine a little. Also, the
serpentine belt going to the water pump going bad can it not turn as fast as it needs to. But,
using the info above about how and why a heater would fail can make it a lot easier. If there is
anything you would like to add, please feel free to leave a comment below. Low Coolant While
not having enough coolant may make your engine run hotter, it can also cause your Taurus to
not be able to create enough heat. Heater Core The heater core itself can go bad. Water Pump If

you look at your temperature gauge, and the engine is running hotter than normal, but there is
not heat coming from the heater you may be having issues with the water pump. If you shop at
Amazon. Privacy Terms. We are a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program,
an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for us to earn fees by linking to
Amazon. Quick links. I've let it go but with colder weather fast approaching I should probably try
to figure out what the issue is. Basically when I turn on the heat air blows but it's not warm. The
thermostat is working correctly, and the coolant system was flushed and the levels are good.
Does anyone have anything else that I could check? There's an in-cabin temperature guage that
helps regulate the heat, could that have failed? I just went over K miles and I've like to make it
through another winter before buying a new car. Thanks in advance for your help! When you do
that, it's supposed to ignore the temp sensor and go full heat. If you still get no heat, then you
are basically down to either a clogged heater core either internally or physically clogged fins ,
or a blend door that is not working properly. I tried setting the temp to the maximum and still no
heat. I'll have to take it into the shop to get an estimate. Can I easily diagnose if the blend door
isn't working properly? Also, does anyone know of any good portable car heaters, just in case?
Vulcan engines have a bypass you want go direct into the core You can purchase a flush kit that
fits into the heater hose or better yet attach a fitting available at plumbing supply or home depot
plastic will do to one side of the heater hose a flush through the heater core with a garden hose.
Only problem is the heat, which I started having problems in I had a mechanic put a new heater
coil in my car, so I know its not that,also, had a thermostat installed and anti freeze. All this was
done in Dec. The blower is blowing but not coming through the vents I can hear it ,I don't know
what else to do to repair this. Please help;. My Ford Taurus FFV was started making a rattle
sound under the hood, that got progressively worse. No the bypass pulley sound like a coffee
grinder; I wondered about it when I had it place in, because it looked made out of cheap plastic.
I put 2 and 2 together by figuring that the ac stopped working and where the noise is coming
from and I figured out that I can just get a custom made compressor bypass pulley instead of a
new compressor cause i can live without ac,well I bought a 50 dollar pulley and dollars worth of
labor later i have a running car and no ac. I know there's a code to make the AC work.. If you
have a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site
for this Taurus problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Ford mechanic Read reviews of repair
shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add
Complaint. The heater only works when it wants to. I live in the mountains where it is cold and
have. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. Do you
know why? I have changed the thermostat and it did not get any hotter. Checked the control
moter and it is moving, it's full travel. The next thing I am going to try is to flush the cooling sys.
If this does not work what's next? Check out this guide it will help you. The mechanic blew out, I
think the heater core? But very little change. Was this answer helpful? Our mechanic insisted
he could not flush more or the entire heating system would be "ruined". Any other possiblities
or anything else we should look for? The display will show a dashed line in center of Integrated
Control Panel ICP display window for up to 30 seconds while self-test is running.
Self-diagnostics are complete when is displayed in center of ICP display window.
Self-diagnostics can be initiated at any time with the resulting DTCs being displayed. Normal
system operation is stopped when system is in self-diagnostic mode Let me know if have any
codes very common mistake is that they do not isolate the heater core as it need to be isolated
from the system and flushed all by it self and if have a bypass hose it has to be plugged when
flushing Was this answer helpful? Does this sound resonable as far as the cost? And do these
bottles get holes in them often? I just had the coolant flushed a month ago, and I was
wondering if that other shop might have accidentaly caused the hole? Any thoughts? But a
used overflow can be found. Sometimes they rub against a sharp edge. Look at the hole and
determine if it is a wear or a puncture. Buy a used on and fill the system back up with fluid. Then
we can address whether there is heat problems or not. I had the car in the shop yesterday and
they did the work. I was having other electrical problems as well. The windows didn't work, or
the interior lights, or the exterior mirrors. They replaced a fuse for that. They also said they
tested the battery and it was "failing" So I told them to put a new one in, which they did. The car
had had some trouble turning over took a couple seconds longer than usual and the battery did
not work at all one morning 2 weeks ago although that was because I left a seat warmer plugged
in. I hate taking my car in cause I always feel like I'm getting ripped off, being a woman and
really not knowing anythng about them. I found you site too late for this repair, but I will check
here in the future. What can I do though? If you take a car anywhere to have them look at it, it
costs money for that, and you have to get a rental while its just being looked at. It feels like your
trapped, cause your cars already at that shop. Should I call them and ask for the bottle they took

out or is it too late for that? Any tips for the future? I did not get the bottle with the hole, so I
didn't see what they took out of the car. I don't think I would know how to replace it myself
anyway. For instance, some are offered at high schools or colleges. Maybe you can find a friend
to teach you some basics about a car. I have three girls and a boy. They all work on their own
cars and do the basic stuff like oil change, etc. I know that even should they opt to take the car
and have it serviced they will know what is what and are less prone to being ripped off. Did your
heat problem get taken care of? Now, you can start your learning process by just watching the
vehicle closely. For instance, check the oil regularly and the other fluids as well. Brake fluid,
clutch fluid, power steering fluid, coolant level, tranny fluid, etc. Also, watch under the car after
it has sat for awhile and see if you see any fluid drips. If you see one, investigate the location of
it in conjunction with the car engine and see if you can find the source of the leak and the type
of fluid that is leaking. That said; look around the engine, radiator, hoses, watch where the belts
are for a coolant leak. That radiator fluid went somewhere. As for repairs and rentals, etc. Take a
shopping trip the next time you need a repair and shop for a repair shop that would give a
loaner. They still do exist. Not all repair jobs need to be done at the dealership. Ask questions,
we will be happy to help and I enjoy giving assistance. Good luck! It did make me think, if all
that coolant leaked out, wouldn't I have seen something on my driveway? I don't recall seeing
any spots there. The class is a good idea, I'll look into that for the future. The heat is working
fine today, as are the windows, but it's just the first day after the repair. Would the fuse have
anything to do with the fan for the heat? How do you check the coolant level. I know how to
check the oil, but I am not familiar with the other fluids. Also, is it easy to change that overflow
bottle? Is it in a spot where a non-technician could reach it? So what would have been a
resonable charge from a shop on that repair? Don't know the rates. Fuses would cause fan not
to operate. Coolant loss. The bottle that they put in the vehicle should be marked with a line for
hot and cold full. First of all the plastic overflow should have coolant in it all the time. The level
as the proper mark according to hot or cold engine. NEVER open the radiator to look inside
after the engine has been running. The radiator and cooling system will suck fluid from the
overflow or push excess fluid in to the bottle. Watch the level of the overflow. The transmission
I would bet is an automatic? There is a dipstick for this and it is checked just like the engine oil
with the engine off and best checked when the engine is cool or has been sitting a bit. The
power steering is checked by viewing the resevoir usually found near the belts on the car and it
is marked with lines as you can usually see through it or a dipstick as part of the cap. The
brakes are checked at the resevoir on the firewall and it is viewed through the sides for level.
The heater is not getting hot. Do you. Heater core need to be flushed just make sure you block
the bypass hose under the hood by the firewall. Was this answer. The heat comes on but only
last about seconds then changes to cold. Have to isolate heater core and flush few time in one
side out the other and vise versa if have bypass hose make sure it plugged when flushing the
system Was this answer. If the heater hoses are hot, does that definitely mean it was not
flushed correctly? If both lines hot out by the firewall, have to reach in and check, and both
almost same temp very hot then its a blend door issue Ensure in-car temperature is F C as false
in-car temperature sensor DTCs will be displayed. Normal system operation is stopped when
system is in self-diagnostic mode Let me know if have any codes very common mistake is that
they do not isolate the heater core as it need to be isolated from the system and flushed all by it
self and if have a bypass hose it has to be plugged when flushing Was this answer. I have a ford
taurus wagon 80, miles the heat isn't working and the mechanic said he found a hole in the
overflow bottle for the engine coolant. No that is not reasonable and it is not the reason for the
no heat problem unless there is too little fluid to reach the heater core. I am new to the site, so I
wasn't sure how to respond to your answer. Hey, you know a way you can save some money is
to take a basic automotive class. Awesome post Bruce! Thanks for the reply. Remove right
lower console trim panel from instrument panel. If equipped with center console, remove right,
front side panel from console. To install, reverse removal procedure. I have a ford taurus and
there is no heat coming out from the heater? It just blowing air. Thanks Ringgo Was this
answer. With the engine at full operating temp, locate the 2 heater hoses where they go into the
firewall and feel them to see if they are both hot to the touch. If not too hot to hold, then you
have to look at the actual engine temp and if that is up, if it is, then your looking at a restricted
heater core. If you find that they are both too hot to hold, then the heat in that vehicle is
controlled by a blend door that regulates heated air flow. The problem can be that the actuator
is stripped or inoperative or the door itself could be damaged. This is what needs to be
determined by examining the actuator and see if it is responding to heat change commands or
not. If they are both not too hot to hold on to, then you either have a restricted heater core or the
system is not completely full and getting air pockets for some reason. My heater is not working
at all. Anytime I switch it on it blows cold instead of heat. And the winter is around the conner.

Please what am I suppose to do? Am confused Was this answer. It could be several things. Here
is a short list of what you can check easily: -your level of coolant is too low check. If so, you
could have a leak somewhere. They should both be hot the inlet being the hottest of them two. If
the outlet hose is not hot or just luke warm, your heater is clogged and you'll need to back flush
your cooling system or replace the heater. If your valve is vacuum operated, check vacuum line.
If it is electronic, check connection and voltage. If line or connection okay, replace valve. Valve
is working fine. Now the problem could also be one of the following; these are not easy to
diagnose though, and a manual would help a lot at this point: -blend door actuator defective
-broken blend door -weak water pump is your car temp a little higher sometime than it used to
be? Please login or register to post a reply. Related Heater Not Working Content. Heater
Blowing Cold Air. Step by step guide on how to fix your heater, this information pertains to
most cars, trucks and SUV's. Heater Is Not Working? No Heater Operation? My Heater Is Not
Working? Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! I have a Ford Taurus LX with over k
miles it has no heat!!! I have two small kids and we can't figure out what is wrong with the
heater!!! We fixed the hose And still NO heat!! I don't no what else it could be. There is enough
coolant and flushed that out still nothing.. I need help trying to figure out what is causing this
car to have NO heat. I had it flushed a new thermastat and cleaner in it. STILL just warm air. The
heater stopped working. Sludge that was flushed from the coolant system was unbelievable. We
replaced the heater core and it is still not working. Now we are looking at the blend door or the
water pump. So frustrating when so many people have the exact same problems posted over
and over on line. Ford should be making good on this. My wife and sister in-law have this
taurass car. Nothing but problems. I flushed the system times in the past year. I changed
thermostat. I flushed just the heater core. I vise griped the heater core bypass so the heater core
gets full flush. Helped for a couple months. In middle of winter she started having problems with
heat again. We changed heater core. I have old heater core still out of car. Im going to check its
flow thru. To see if it is clogged. I heard these cars have internal corrision problem. Hope this
helps. The cold weather started rolling in. All of a sudden, BAM! After flushing the radiator 3
times, and almost going crazy, I found a post online about the mysterious blend door actuator. I
ended up getting one from a Sable, which worked jut fine. The blend door actuator is under the
glove box. It regulates how much air comes in from the heater. As the name implies, it blends
hot and cold air to your desired temperature. I opened my old one up and it turns out there are a
ton of small plastic gears in that little box, no wonder it got worn out. Occasional hint of warm
air for maybe 5 seconds, then cold again. I understand the 'blend door' may be the culprit, and
is located behind 'firewall' in storage 'glove box? I was told to 'bang' on the wall to possibly
'unfreeze' door!!. Just bad timing December for no heat. I do smell Antifreeze on occasion, but
the reservoir is at proper level. I have a Ford Taurus and my heater has stopped working. I have
replaced the thermo stat, flush the radiator twice and next step is the heater core and we're not
sure that will fix the problem. If anyone out there has the solution for this problem please share
it with me. I have a Taurus and my only beef is the heater. If there are more than one hundred
complaints about the heaters in the Ford Taurus, those that own a Ford should come together
and start a class action suit against ford for not fixing the problem I have a ford taurus. I have
never seen a car with so many probs. It anyone can tell me how to fix this please do. I have had
the car for about a year and a half now and I'm not really sure when the heat stopped working. I
replaced the thermostat and that didn't help at all. I also seem to be losing antifreeze at a very
slow rate and I can't determine where it is leaking from. The leak seems to be irregular as well,
as in it doesn't seem to be always leaking. I'm not sure where to go from here. My heat just
wouldn't get hot. It would only blow warm for a few minutes. It was really cold out and me and
my son were freezing. After a coolant flush, replacing the heater core, and some other tests we
located the problem my blend door was broken. My wife's car had complaint about cold weather
does not working heater. So i replace thermostat and flush getting a little warm then 2 week
don't work at at all. I notice after I flushed and new anti freeze. So i use vise grip to clamp hose
where the heater core area between 3 way line i clamp it on hose. So far, little heat The heater
stopped working and I live in Michigan where it's pretty cold. I have had it flushed several times
and some part replaced that look awful and rusty but that did not fix the problem. I do get
intermittent light and I mean light heat from time to time. I've heard that this problem is pretty
common and want to know why it has not been recalled. Freezin in Michigan. The heater blows
out warm air at first and before you know it cold is present. Turning the heater off for a minute
helps, but is annoying because you have to continue to turn on and off the heat. I am running
out possibilities, and the ZERO degree weather is right around the corner. The car heater will
blow warm not hot fo
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r a few seconds, then will blow outside temperature air into the car. This isn't a huge problem
unless you want to be remotely comfortable. I have had the heater core flushed, replaced the
thermostat and was told that the heater core was fine and that the thermostat was not the
problem. What the heck is it. The heater would blow out slightly warm air for about 20 seconds. I
put in a new thermostat but it is still not working. If you have a for-profit service, contact us.
Most Common Solutions: not sure 19 reports replace blend door actuator 1 reports replace
heater core 1 reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet
this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Taurus
problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Ford mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area.
Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search
CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.

