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The Ford L-series also named Ford Louisville or, for the s aerodynamic models, Ford Aeromax
is a range of heavy-duty trucks that were assembled and marketed by Ford between and The
first dedicated Class 8 truck produced by the company, the L-series range replaced the F-series
"Super Duty" and N-series short conventional derived from the F-series. Produced as both
straight trucks and semitractors, the Ford L-series encompassed a wide range of models
through the Class GVWR ratings in medium-duty, severe-service, and vocational applications.
The line would become one of the most popular series of trucks Ford ever produced. The L
series was produced in the Kentucky Truck Plant near Louisville, Kentucky , which gave rise to
the nickname "Louisville Line" trucks [1] ; as part of a redesign, part of the model line officially
took on the Louisville nameplate. Following the sale of the Ford heavy-truck line to Freightliner
in , the L-series was discontinued by Ford at the end of Freightliner would concurrently take
over production of the Ford L-series, opening its Sterling Trucks subsidiary; the L-series
became the Sterling A line, Acterra, and L line, remaining in production until when Sterling
Trucks closed operations. As Ford did with the H-series cabover derived from the C-series and
nicknamed the "Two-Story Falcon" , an all-new chassis raised the cab upward; while sharing its
grille with the H-series, the N-series shared its cab with the F-series pickup trucks. By the s,
Ford sought to modernize and streamline its heavy-truck line. In , the heavy-duty F-series F to F
became a larger, separate model line along with introduction of the all new H-series Linehauler.
In , the H-series was replaced by the all-new W-series cabover. In a change from adapting the
F-series to become a heavy truck and to replace the N-series, Ford began design work on an
all-new truck range, which became the L-series. With an all-new heavier-duty chassis, the
L-series also featured a larger cab; to improve serviceability, the design included a front-hinged
hood. For , the L-series was introduced in four size ranges, two hood lengths and grille styles,
and with single or tandem denoted by the "T" in the model designation rear axles. Powertrains
included a wide range of gasoline and diesel engines, based on GVWR. In , Ford introduced a
set-back front axle configuration. For the rest of the s, the L-series saw few major changes.
Fitted with a set-forward front axle and a longer hood, this version had more room for larger
powertrains. Although the L-series would see few revisions throughout its production, elements
of its design would see use in other Ford vehicles. In , the W-series cabover received a larger
grille similar to the chrome version on the L series. In the redesign of the medium-duty Fseries, the hexagonal shape of the grille was carried over; it is a theme used in all Super Duty
trucks since their introduction. In , the L-series changed its grille design from an egg-crate
design to that of horizontal chrome bars; the Ford Blue Oval became centered. In addition,
rectangular headlights became standard in As a response to the aerodynamic Kenworth T , for ,
Ford introduced its own aerodynamic semitractor. Named AeroMax L, the new design was an
extensive upgrade of the L While sharing the same cab and the hood of the medium hood LS,
the Aeromax used a set-back front axle to add a form-fitting front bumper with swept front
fenders. For the first time in a North American truck, automotive-style composite headlights
were used. Other aerodynamic enhancements included skirted fuel tanks and a specially
designed "Aero Bullet" sleeper unit. The Aeromax L was one of the most aerodynamic trucks in
North America upon its introduction in Following its introduction as a semitractor, the AeroMax
line expanded into the vocational truck lineup alongside the rest of the Ford L series. A later LA
was introduced for "Baby 8" intra-city delivery. These featured optional full-length chassis
skirting, along with the same aero headlights and bumpers of the older medium hood LA series.
As with previous Ford heavy-truck tradition, gasoline-engine trucks received a three-digit model
number while diesel-engine trucks were given a four-digit model number. Almost all models had
at least one engine option, the series had several. The â€” series had a Ford V8 standard, â€”
had a V8 optional. The series had a V8 standard. In the V8 was replaced by a , and the V8 was
replaced by a ; the V8 remained an option. The and series had a Caterpillar V standard, the had
a V and the had a V available. For , the Ford heavy-truck lines were redesigned, the
second-generation heavy-truck line was nearly exclusively for Class 8 weight ranges. On
tandems a walking beam type was standard and 2 different air suspensions were available. In
the redesign, both the Aeromax and Louisville gained a wider cab with a sloping windshield.
Although Aeromax models would lose their composite headlights, it gained a much larger slope
to the hood. To aid ergonomics, the Aeromax and Louisville would borrow many interior
controls from other Ford vehicles. Another redesign was the grille bars, in the second
generation the trucks that had extended frame bumpers knocked of the "middle" full painted
piece off the grille. In the case of the latter, the popularity of the Louisville nickname led Ford to
drop the L-series nomenclature and adopt the Louisville nameplate officially. The second
generation didn't offer gasoline or diesel V8s, all engines were inline 6 turbocharged diesels.
The Caterpillar and Cummins N14 the evolution of the NTC series continued as heavy duty
engines in the models. At the end of , Ford completed the sale of its heavy-truck operations,

selling the rights and production tools of the Louisville, Aeromax, and Cargo to Freightliner. In
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[j]. Cabover COE. Introduced for the model year as the replacement for the Ford F-series panel
van , the model line is currently in its fourth generation. Produced in multiple design variations
for both retail and commercial sale, the E-Series was developed as a van for either cargo or
passenger use, and as a cutaway van chassis and stripped chassis a chassis without
bodywork. Since the model year, only the latter two designs are offered, as Ford replaced
E-Series vans with the Ford Transit. From to , the E-Series van was the best-selling full-size van
in the United States. The model line entered its 60th year of production for , second only to the
Ford F-Series in production since within Ford Motor Company in terms of longevity. Prior to its
closure, Lorain Assembly Lorain, Ohio assembled the model line from to Ford released the
first-generation Ford Econoline on September 21, for the model year. Three models were
available, a cargo van, a passenger van also sold under the Station Bus and Club Wagon names
, and a forward-control pickup truck. Competing directly against the rear-engine Chevrolet
Corvair van and Volkswagen Transporter , the Ford Econoline established multiple design
precedents adopted by successive American vans, including the Chevrolet Van and Dodge A
While also a forward-control vehicle, Ford introduced a mid-engine configuration. The
first-generation Ford Econoline was based on the Ford Falcon compact car range. For , the six
became standard, with a cubic-inch six introduced as an option. A three-speed manual was
standard, with a Dagenham four-speed manual introduced for and discontinued in ; the
cubic-inch engine was offered with a 3-speed automatic in , and the larger two engines were
both offered with a 3-speed automatic as an option thereafter. In contrast to the Falcon, the
Econoline was fitted with a solid front axle and a solid rear axle suspension with leaf springs for
all four wheels. In its body design, the Ford Econoline adapted several elements of the
Volkswagen Type 2 while making major departures with other design features to accommodate
its mid-engine layout. In line with Volkswagen, the Econoline positioned the front seats above
the front axle, making it a cabover -style configuration similar to the Jeep Forward Control. The
grille placed below the headlights was a design feature borrowed loosely from the Ford Thames
E a predecessor of the Ford Transit. The mid-engine placement enlarged the cargo area, as the
engine compartment was located forward of the flat load floor. Through its production, the
first-generation Ford Econoline was offered in several variants. Alongside the standard 6-door
cargo van, an 8-door version adding 2 doors on the driver side was added for For , a panel van
was introduced, deleting side loading doors altogether. For , a "Super Van" extended-length
body was introduced, extending the body 18 inches behind the rear axle. Econoline cargo vans
except panel vans were offered with or without side windows in several configurations.
Alongside the Ford Falcon, the Ford Econoline was expanded into a product line including
several vehicles. In Canada, the Econoline was marketed through both the sales networks of
both Ford and Lincoln-Mercury as a Mercury , to increase its presence outside of urban areas.
Introduced alongside the cargo van in , Ford introduced two passenger variants of the
Econoline branded as part of the Falcon range. Introduced as a bodystyle for , the Ford
Econoline pickup truck derived its body from the cargo van. Similar in configuration to the
Chevrolet Corvair pickup , the Econoline pickup bed saw no engine intrusion related to the
engine compartment. While far shorter than the similar-GVWR F, the Econoline pickup was
designed with a 7-foot long pickup bed sized between the two F-Series offerings. Two versions
of the cab were offered, a standard "3-window" cab and an optional "5-window", which added
wraparound windows to the cab corners. The introduction of the cubic-inch engine for
necessitated a larger engine compartment, intruding slightly into the cargo bed to provide
clearance for the transmission bellhousing. The same year, a "Spring Special" package was
offered as a trim option. At the time of its launch, Ford projected the Econoline pickup truck to
outsell the van, but buyers reversed the trend, with the van outselling the pickup truck

nine-to-one. When branding its truck offerings under the Mercury brand, Ford of Canada
maximized its presence in rural area serviced by either Ford or Lincoln-Mercury but not both. As
with the Mercury M-series trucks, the Mercury Econoline was largely identical to its Ford
namesake differing primarily in badging ; the model was marketed in Canada as a cargo and
passenger van and a pickup truck. After , production of the model line was sourced from the
United States. Production numbers of Mercury Econolines were low; for example, a total of 1,
Mercury Econoline pickup trucks were built in As the result of a lengthy United Auto Workers
strike in , the launch of the second-generation Econoline van was delayed almost four months
until January Instead of calling it a or Shedding its Falcon roots, the second-generation
Econoline became a heavier-duty vehicle, sharing many of its underpinnings with the F-series
full-size pickups. While the unibody construction of the previous-generation van was carried
over, a major change was made in the overall layout in the body and chassis of the Econoline.
To build a heavier-duty chassis, the mid-engine forward-control layout was abandoned in favor
of a front-engine layout with the axle placed forward; this also allowed the use of the " Twin
I-Beam " front suspension used in the F-series trucks. With the change of chassis and axle
configurations, the Econoline gained a conventional hood for engine access though most
engine access remained from the interior. To aid in engine compartment ventilation, the model
was given a conventional grille, styled similar to the F series. For , the grille was redesigned to
match the updated F series. For , a sliding rear door became an option; introduced on a cutaway
van chassis was the Hi-Cube van, a cab-chassis version of the Econoline with a box-van body.
The introduction of the cab-chassis variant would become popular in the recreational-vehicle
industry a Class C RV , a segment still dominated by the E series in the s. Inside of the
Econoline, the shift of the engine location moved the engine housing from between the seats to
in front of the driver and front passenger, under the windshield. While the Econoline cargo van
remained, it was joined by an Econoline passenger van replacing the Falcon van. Based on an
all-new chassis , Ford became the first American manufacturer to adapt body-on-frame
construction to a full-size van. The new-generation Econoline would become common not only
in its own right, but as the basis for other vehicles. With a full frame, the Econoline became
popular as a cutaway van chassis ; the design served as a basis for many ambulances, and
various types of trucks and buses. The shared drivetrain with the F-Series marked the
beginning of aftermarket four-wheel drive conversions. During the s, the Econoline became
popular as a basis for van conversions. Using the sparsely-equipped Econoline cargo van as a
basis, a luxurious interior was fitted, along with extensive customization of the exterior. To
increase the versatility of the full-size van line, the Econoline was developed using
body-on-frame construction for the first time. In addition to increasing the strength of the
chassis, the configuration allowed more commonality with the F-series trucks. As before, the
Twin I-Beam front suspension was used. In its new configuration, the engine was moved further
forward and lowered relative to the body. After the model year, the inch wheelbase Club Wagon
passenger van was discontinued, and the inch wheelbase Econoline Cargo Van was
discontinued after the model year, leaving the inch wheelbase as the sole option. In , to increase
the fuel economy of the Econoline without a major loss in engine output, Ford introduced the
option of a 6. The diesel V8 engines were available only in Econoline s or Club Wagons sold on
the same chassis. The cutaway version was available with the larger 5. Due to the popularity of
automatic transmissions in full-size vans, Ford discontinued all manual transmissions after the
model year. The column-shifted 3-speed departed after , leaving the floor-shifted 4-speed
overdrive manual as standard. The four-speed was replaced by a Mazda-sourced 5-speed M5OD
for Unlike its predecessors, Ford designed the Econoline with a "two-box" layout. Similar to the
Ford Transit of the time, the configuration moved the engine as far forward as possible and
lower in the chassis than in its predecessor; although the hood was nearly twice as long, the
hoodline was much lower. A higher degree of parts commonality with the F series made itself
known in the bodystyling: the vent windows, taillights, bumpers, and wheels were common
items between the two vehicles. In , a minor facelift updated the grille design; round headlights
were replaced by rectangular units. Although the Ford Aerostar minivan would introduce styling
far different from the Econoline, the basic styling of the full-size van would heavily influence the
Ford Ranger and its SUV offspring, the Ford Bronco II. Inside, the redesign of the chassis
expanded interior room, though the rear of the engine still remained between the front seats; an
engine cover still provided access for servicing. Sharing many controls with the F series, the
new design also improved interior ergonomics. In three body sizes, the Econoline was
produced in a cargo van and passenger van, with the latter produced in three trim levels; base,
Custom and Chateau. In addition, the Club Wagon was produced solely as a passenger van.
While the third-generation chassis was largely carried over, the body and interior underwent a
complete redesign. As with the smaller Ford Aerostar , the fourth-generation model line was

offered two body lengths on a common wheelbase. For , to adopt a nomenclature closer in line
to that of Ford full-size trucks, the Econoline was renamed the E-Series. From onward, the
E-Series has remained in production solely for commercial markets in cutaway-cab and stripped
chassis configurations. Sharing many components with F-Series trucks, the E-Series retained
the "Twin I-Beam" front suspension used by rear-wheel drive Ford trucks in North America from
the s to the early s. The rear suspension was a live rear axle with rear leaf springs. For the
model year, the chassis underwent its largest revisions of the fourth generation. In an effort to
improve handling and safety, larger brakes were added, improved steering, rollover stability
control , and a higher GVWR. On or series vans, a 7. During , the IDI diesel was replaced by a 7.
For , the E-Series underwent a revision of its engine lineup, retaining only the 7. Sharing its
gasoline engines with the tenth-generation F-Series , a 4. The 5. For , the 7. While gaining an
intercooler over its predecessor, due to the lack of airflow in the engine compartment compared
to Super Duty trucks , Ford had to detune the E-Series version of the 6. For , the 4. The 6.
Diesels were no longer offered after the model year. For , the E-Series gained flexible-fuel
capability with 4. In May , the final 4. For , the 6. During its production, the fourth-generation
E-series underwent minor revisions in and , with a major revision in ; for , the model line
underwent an additional update. The cargo van was sold as a two-passenger vehicle, with the
passenger van sold in various configurations, including 5, 8, 9, 12, and 15 passengers. During
its production, the fourth-generation model line underwent several name changes. As with the
previous generation, the Econoline was sold as both a cargo van and as a passenger van
Econoline Wagon with the Ford Club Wagon sold only as a passenger van. Toward the end of
the s, Ford began to phase out the use of the Econoline and Club Wagon nameplates. For , the
Club Wagon nameplate was discontinued in favor of Econoline Wagon. For , the Chateau was
dropped, replaced by the E Traveler; due to low sales, it was dropped after a single model year.
For , to commemorate the 50th year of production, Ford offered a 50th Anniversary Edition of
the E-Series. Offered on XLT Wagons, the option package was distinguished by blue metallic
paint, embroidered seatbacks, and exterior badging. For the model year, the body of the
Econoline underwent a complete redesign. In contrast to its GM and Dodge competitors, the
two-box body configuration made a return. To optimize the aerodynamics of the van body, the
hood was angled slightly downward and the windshield was raked back though far less than the
Aerostar. If specified, all side and rear window glass was flush-mounted to the body, along with
wraparound taillamp lenses; flush-mounted composite headlamps were an option standard on
all Club Wagons. When redesigning the interior of the E-series, the driver compartment
underwent extensive modernization. While space between the front seats was again dominated
by the front-mounted engine, a redesign of the engine cover freed up additional passenger
room. Sharing controls and components with the F-Series and Aerostar, the model line became
the first full-size van equipped with a standard driver-side airbag except for series models,
exempted by their GVWR. The instrument panel received more legible instruments but no
tachometer ; a 6-digit LCD odometer replaced the previous 5-digit analog unit. For , CFC-free Ra
air-conditioning refrigerant was adopted beginning with September production. For , the
E-series underwent a revision of both its exterior and interior, largely to bring its appearance in
line with other Ford trucks. The previous egg-crate grille was replaced by an eight-hole
oval-shaped cutout matching the Explorer and F The interior underwent a complete redesign,
adopting an all-new dashboard. Following the adoption of dual airbags for all versions , the
"brick"-style steering wheel was replaced by one with a center-mounted horn. To improve the
convenience of interior controls, rotary switches for climate controls were introduced, along
with a double-DIN radio. The instrument panel was redesigned, reintroducing an analog
odometer. The front seats underwent a redesign, relocating the seatbelt mounting to the
B-pillars. For , the E-series underwent an exterior update, adopting the grille introduced by the E
Super Duty see below. The new grille shifted the Ford Blue Oval emblem from the hood to the
center of the grille for the first time since ; based on trim, the grille was either dark gray or
chrome. The front turn signal lenses were changed from clear to amber their first change since
Coinciding with the exterior revision, the interior saw several updates. While the dashboard
remained essentially unchanged, the engine cover was redesigned including redesigned cup
holders ; the design now included a center-mounted glovebox absent from the E-Series since
For , the instrument cluster was updated with a digital odometer; heavy-duty vans now offered a
tachometer as an option. Sharing a number of chassis components with the F Super Duty, the E
was distinguished by a grille styled in line with Super Duty pickup trucks with a three horizontal
slots between two vertical openings. To accommodate the wider, heavier-duty front axle, the
van body was fitted with a larger front bumper and plastic fender flares shared with the F truck.
Several wheelbases were offered, ranging between Following the model year, Ford ended
production of the E Super Duty the E currently remains in production. For the model year, the

fourth-generation E-series underwent its most extensive revision since its introduction. While
the chassis itself saw few fundamental changes, the bodyshell saw a major update to the
exterior and interior. Largely concentrated forward of the windshield, the redesign included new
fenders, a new hood, and a much larger grille. To increase parts commonality, the grille and
headlights were shared with the revision of the Super Duty trucks. For , the dashboard
underwent its own redesign sharing only the steering column with the previous version. Further
increasing parts commonality with the Super Duty, the instrument panel was redesigned
standardizing a tachometer ; the glovebox was shifted from the engine cover to ahead of the
passenger seat. Sharing additional components with the Super Duty, the model line gained the
Ford Sync system and in-dash navigation as options. For the first time in a full-size van, the
E-series was offered with a rear-view backup camera as an option. For the model year, Ford
discontinued sales of the E-Series passenger and cargo vans, replacing them with the
fourth-generation Ford Transit. While the E-Series had remained the best-selling vehicle in the
full-size van segment since , [24] [25] the model line had seen little change since on a chassis
introduced for the model year. From onward, the E-Series has remained in production entirely
for commercial sale, with all examples produced as incomplete vehicles. The model line is
currently offered in two configurations: cutaway-cab open-cab, to be fitted with second-party
rear body and stripped-chassis no body, to be fitted with complete second-party body. Sold
outside of North America since , the Transit was introduced to the United States and Canada,
offering increased fuel economy and additional body configurations over the E-Series.
Following the discontinuation of E-Series passenger vans, the powertrain underwent a revision,
with the 6. Initially planned to continue production until the end of the s, [16] Ford extended the
life of the E-Series into its sixth decade, unveiling a revised model line. Replacing both the 6.
The largest overhead-valve V8 since the 7. For the first time since , the E-Series is fitted with a
new tilt-telescope steering column [29] [30] and the first redesign of the instrument cluster since
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was 40 years when he first established the company's first factory on Bagley Street, Detroit. He
would later incorporate the firm on June 16, Ford Motor Company would go on and label their
models chronologically in alfabetical order, starting with the Model A to the Model K and Model
S, which was Ford's last right-hand steering vehicle. Galamb and Eugene Farkas. This model
proved to be of quintessential Ford vehicle, placing the company among the most influential
automotive brands in history. The Ford Model T was reliable, practical and affordable, which
made it a big hit in the US, where it was advertised as the middle-class man's vehicle. The car's
success compelled Ford to expand his business and layout the basics of mass production
principles in with the introduction of the world's first vehicle assembly line. By , production
figures for the Model T alone reached nearly , units. Besides ensuring the efficiency of the
production process, Ford turned his company into an interactive entity by announcing a new

profit-sharing policy. This would grant buyers a cut of profits if sales reached , As expected,
sales effortlessly reached the k threshold and went even further to hit a record , in As part of a
new set of financial tactics, Ford provided working places for the disabled who otherwise had a
hard time finding a job, reduced work shifts and doubled all employee's salaries. Changes like
these sparked a tremendous sales increase while also setting the base of modern working
conditions. Still, the US and Canadian market would prove to be too small to fit Ford's plans. By
the mid 20's, the Ford label had crossed the ocean and reached England, France, Germany,
Denmark, Austria as well as distant Australia. The company's activity on European grounds
further helped the brand's revenue growth. War would not shake the Ford company as bad as
other car makers. Post WWI improvements include the introduction of four-wheel brakes and a
series of new vehicle releases to match new consumer demands. Ford Motor Co. In May , Ford
Motor Co. The few who remained in the Soviet Union after the completion of the plant fell
victims to Stalin's Great Terror, ending either shot or exiled to Soviet gulags. Then it introduce
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d the Edsel brand in , which proved to be a failure and was dissolved in Part Edsel's failure as
an automotive brand resided in the onset of the recession in the States and the vehicle's high
price tag. The company's next major step was represented by the formation of Ford Europe
division in Ford plunged into a state of brand-fatigue that would bring the company to the point
of near bankruptcy. Following major sales losses in the 's, Ford was pinned against the wall by
debts and the imminence of closing down. Preferring to make it back on its own, Ford
mortgaged all of its assets in As of then, the company has releases a variety of new models
both under the Ford brand name and the rest of the sub-brands it owns such as fresher and
edgier Mercuries and flashier Lincolns, Ford's luxury division. Business in Europe has also
been good for Ford, especially after the introduction of the Focus model in and although it
hasn't fully recovered, it's definitely on the way to regaining popularity.

