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By , the United States economy was on the mend from the â€” global economic recession. The
recession, which had been caused in part by the oil crisis, had caused gas prices to soar which,
in turn, had made automotive manufacturers begin re-evaluating the types of vehicles they were
manufacturing. It had led to the end of the big-block engine era for Chevrolet , and had further
influenced the decision being made by automotive manufacturers everywhere to increase fuel
economy at all costs â€” even if it meant a loss in horsepower as a result. However bad the
prognosis had looked just a year earlier, had seen President Jimmy Carter come into office and
with him, an eventual economic stimulus package that would re-strengthen a diminished
economy. It was a gamble that would prove to pay off. Stylistically, the Corvette was the best
looking of the C3 Corvettes to date. While the changes to the exterior were minor, they were
significant from an aesthetics standpoint. To start, the air-extractor vents were removed from
the rear deck. In place of the cowl flap, a simpler system was developed that rammed in airflow
through a duct that ran forward over the radiator support to pick up some of the outside air that
fed the radiator. Even though the cowl-induction system had been eliminated for , the intake
grille remained for another year, and would not be deleted until Perhaps the most notable
change for was the re-introduction of the aluminum wheels that had first been introduced in The
wheels were manufactured by Kelsey Hayes in Mexico and could be identified by the source and
build location information etched on their inside surface. The interiors of the Corvette were
largely unchanged from the previous year with one, notable exception. Beneath the car, a partial
steel subsection was added to the forward body structure. While the catalytic converter was a
concern to some engineers, it was actually a benefit to others. As a result of the catalytic
converter being installed, the horsepower rating of the Corvette actually increased slightly. The
L48 engine saw an increase of 15 horses, pushing its total horsepower to bhp. The L82
increased up to bhp. Four-speed manual transmissions were also banned out west for those
same model years. Interestingly, an automatic transmission was the only option available to
Californians in and Instead, Chevrolet mandated use of the less robust TH automatic
transmission. This choice was made because product planners felt that using the more
expensive transmission was overkill, especially given the limited amount of power that the L48
engine produced. The TH remained the transmission of choice whenever a Corvette equipped
with the L82 was ordered with an automatic transmission. Elsewhere, there were other
mechanical revisions to the C3 that also helped improve performance, helped reduce weight
and further helped the horsepower boost experienced on the Corvette. Power steering and
power brakes became standard on all Corvettes midway through production though
early-production Corvettes hit the streets without power steering. Chevrolet introduced a lighter
by approximately 13 pounds Delco Freedom battery as standard piece of equipment. Since pull
air through an intake that was located in front of and above the radiator instead of at a more
restrictive cowl located near the windshield, the Corvette could now breathe more easily. It had
increased over the previous model years because of the sharp inflation that had plagued
consumers since the start of the global energy crisis in Still, although the price of the Corvette
was at an all-time high, the new Corvette was still in high demand, as reflected in the fact that
Chevrolet sold 46, units that year, breaking the previous sales record set in It has been debated
that this continued increase in Corvette sales in was a direct result of the energy crisis earlier in
the decade. Many automotive manufacturers had eliminated their performance-car production
lines completely, forcing consumers to turn to Chevrolet and the Corvette as a result. See Also.
Type and Description: Independent, SLA type, coil springs with center mounted shock
absorbers, spherical joint steering knuckle pivots. The last six digits begin at and run thru ,
accounting for 46, Corvette Coupes built in There is documented evidence that the final VIN for
the Corvette ended in , nine more units than the published total of 46, For all Corvettes, the
location of the Vehicle Identification Number VIN is stamped on a plate attached to the left front
body hinge pillar. See Figure 1 below. The time or mileage intervals indicated on this website
are intended as a guide for establishing regular maintenance and lubrication periods. Sustained
heavy duty or high speed driving, or driving under adverse conditions may require more
frequent servicing. In addition to the items listed above, it is also recommended that the
following items are inspected every miles or 2 weeks, whichever comes first:. Remove air
cleaner and block throttle and choke in wide open position. Hook up starter remote control
cable and insert compression gauge firmly in spark plug port. Failure to do this will result in a
damaged grounding circuit in the ignition switch. Crank engine through at least four
compression strokes to obtain highest possible reading. Check and record compression of
each cylinder. If one or more cylinders reads low or uneven, inject about a tablespoon of engine
oil on top of pistons in low reading cylinders through spark plug port. Crank engine several
times and recheck compression. If compression comes up but does not necessarily reach
normal, rings are worn. If compression does not improve, valves are burnt, sticking or not



sealing properly. If two adjacent cylinders indicate low compression, the cause may be a head
gasket leak between the cylinders. The adjustments described apply to all carburetors used,
except as noted. All adjustments are made with the engine at normal operating temperature. The
idle stop solenoid requires two idle speed settings. The curb idle speed is normal engine idle
speed, the low idle speed is set for conditions when the solenoid is de-energized, as when the
ignition is turned off. This prevents engine run-on. Idle speed adjustments are made with the
engine at normal operating temperature, with the air cleaner on, choke open, air conditioning
off, and fuel tank hose from vapor canister disconnected on later models. Set parking brake and
block driving wheels. Disconnect electrical connector at idle stop solenoid. With automatic
transmission in Drive, or manual transmission in neutral, turn low idle screw to obtain low idle
speeds of rpm, reconnect electrical connector to solenoid and crack throttle slightly, to extend
solenoid plunger. Then turn approximately rpm for automatic transmission models in Drive, or
approximately prm for manual transmission models in neutral. Shut off engine and reconnect
fuel tank to vapor canister. The idle mixture is factory preset and the screws are capped with
plastic limiter caps. These caps allow about one full turn for adjustment. If more is required
remove the caps or break off the tabs with needle nose pliers. Adjusting the idle mixture is done
with the engine running at normal operating temperatures, with the air cleaner on, choke open,
air conditioning off, and fuel tank hose from canister disconnected. Set the parking brake and
block the driving wheels. Put automatic transmission in Drive; manual transmission in neutral.
Turn in or out one idle mixture screw at a time to obtain smoothest, fastest idle speed; then
adjust the other screw to make engine run even smoother and faster. A basic starting point for
adjusting screws is four turns out from fully in position with needle just touching seat. Readjust
idle speed if necessary. Reconnect fuel tank hose from canister. All adjustments are same as
previously described except as follows: On models equipped with idle stop solenoid, adjust idle
stop solenoid screw to give rpm, then adjust idle mixture adjusting screw to specified rpm.
Disconnect lead at idle stop solenoid throttle level will rest against regular stopscrew. Adjust
this stopscrew for idle speed of rpm. Do not change setting of idle stop solenoid stopscrew or
idle mixture screw. Adjust fast idle screw of Rochester carburetors to obtain recommended fast
idle speed. Bend fast idle lever on Holleys. On models, disconnect transmission controlled
spark solenoid. With slow idle speed correctly adjusted, fully open choke and make sure fast
idle cam follower is off steps of cam. Remove the air cleaner and check to see that choke valve
and rod more freely. Disconnect choke rod at choke lever. Check choke adjustment by holding
choke valve closed and position rod so that it contacts stop. If necessary, adjust rod length by
bending rod at offset. Bend must be such that rod enters choke lever hole freely and squarely.
Connect rod at choke lever and install air cleaner. The A. The system forces compressed air into
the exhaust manifold where it mixes with the hot exhaust gases. The hot exhaust gases contain
unburned particles that complete their combustion when the addition air is supplied. The
system consists of: An air pump, diverter valve, check valve s , AIR pipe assemblies and
connecting hoses and fittings. Carburetors and distributors for AIR engines are made to be
used with the system and should not be replaced with components intended for use with
engines that do not have the system. The air pump is a two-vane pump which compresses fresh
filtered air and injects it into the exhaust manifold. The pump consists of: a housing, centrifugal
filter, set of vanes that rotate about the centerline of pump housing bore, the rotor, and the
seals for the vanes. The centrifugal filter is replaced by first removing the drive belt and pump
pulley; then pulling filter off with pliers. Care should be taken to prevent fragments from
entering the air intake hole. NOTE: A new filter may squeal when first put into operation. The air
pump is operating satisfactorily when the air flow from it increases as engine speed increases.
The air hoses should be replaced only with hoses which are designed for AIR system use, as no
other type hoses can withstand the high temperature. Start engine then check ignition dwell.
With engine running at idle, raise the adjustment screw window and insert an Allen wrench in
the socket of the adjusting screw. Turn the adjusting screw as required until a dwell reading of
thirty degrees is obtained. A two degree variation is allowable for wear. Close access cover fully
to prevent the entry of dirt into the distributor. If a dwell meter is not available, turn adjusting
screw clockwise until engine starts to misfire, then turn screw one-half turn in the opposite
direction to complete adjustment. Slowly accelerate engine to rpm and note dwell reading.
Return engine to idle and note dwell reading. If dwell variation exceeds specifications, check for
worn distributor shaft, worn distributor shaft bushing or loose breaker plate. Remove distributor
cap, clean cap and inspect for cracks, carbon tracks and burned or corroded terminals. Replace
cap where necessary. Clean rotor and inspect for damage or deterioration. Replace rotor where
necessary. Replace brittle, oil soaked or damaged spark plug wires. Install all wires to proper
spark plug. Proper positioning of spark plug wires in supports is important to prevent
cross-firing. Tighten all ignition system connections. Replace or repair any wires that are



frayed, loose or damaged. Disconnect the distributor spark advance hose and plug the vacuum
source opening. Start engine and run at idle speed. Aim timing light at timing tab. Adjust the
timing by loosening the distributor clamp and rotating the distributor body as required, then
tighten the clamp, and recheck timing. Stop engine and remove timing light and reconnect the
spark advance hose. Inspect each plug individually for badly worn electrodes, glazed, broken or
blistered porcelains and replace plugs where necessary. Clean serviceable spark plugs
thoroughly, using an abrasive-type cleaner such as sand blast. File the center electrode flat.
Inspect each spark plug for make and heat range. All plugs must be of the same make and
number. Adjust spark plug gaps to. If available, test plugs with a spark plug tester. Inspect
spark plug hole threads and clean before installing plugs. Install spark plugs with new gaskets
and torque to specifications. Connect spark plug wiring. There are no moving parts in the
ignition pulse amplifier, and the distributor shaft and bushings have permanent type lubrication,
therefore no periodic maintenance is required for the magnetic pulse ignition system. Check the
distributor centrifugal advance mechanisms by turning the distributor rotor in a clockwise
direction as far as possible, then releasing the rotor to see if the springs return it to its retarded
position. If the rotor does not return readily, the distributor must be disassembled and the
cause of the trouble corrected. Check to see that the vacuum spark control operates freely by
turning the movable breaker plate counter-clockwise to see if the spring returns to its retarded
position. Any stiffness in the operation of the spark control will affect the ignition timing.
Correct any interference or binding condition noted. Examine distributor points and clean or
replace if necessary. Contact points with an overall gray color and only slight roughness or
pitting need not be replaced. Dirty points should be cleaned with a clean point file. Use only a
few strokes of a clean, fine-cut contact file. The file should not be used on other metals and
should not be allowed to become greasy or dirty. Never use emery cloth or sandpaper to clean
contact points since particles will embed and cause arcing and rapid burning of points. Do not
attempt to remove all roughness nor dress the point surfaces down smooth. Merely remove
scale or dirt. Clean cam lobe with cleaning solvent, and rotate cam lubricator wick end or
one-hundred-eighty degrees as applicable. Replace points that are burned or badly pitted.
Where prematurely burned or badly pitted points are encountered, the ignition system and
engine should be checked to determine the cause of trouble so that it can be eliminated. Unless
the condition causing point burning or pitting is corrected, new points will provide no better
service than the old points. Check point alignment then adjust distributor contact point gap to.
Breaker arm rubbing block must be on high point of lobe during adjustment. If contact points
have been in service, they should be cleaned with a point file before adjusting with a feeler
gauge. Check distributor point spring tension contact point pressure with a spring gauge
hooked to breaker lever at the contact and pull exerted at 90 degrees to the breaker lever. The
points should be closed cam follower between lobes and the reading taken just as the points
separate. Spring tension should be ounces. If not within limits, replace. Excessive point
pressure will cause excessive wear on the points, cam and rubber block. Weak point pressure
permits bouncing or chattering, resulting in arcing and burning of the points and an ignition
miss at high speed. The top of the battery should be clean and the battery hold-down properly
tightened. Particular care should be taken to see that the top of the battery is kept clean of acid
film and dirt. When cleaning batteries, wash first with a dilute ammonia based or soda solution
to neutralize any acid present and then flush off with clean water. Keep vent plugs tight so that
the neutralizing solution does not enter the cell. The hold-down bolts should be kept tight
enough to prevent the batter from shaking around in its holder, but they should onto be
tightened to the point where the battery case will be placed under a severe strain. To ensure
good contact, the battery cables should be tight on the battery posts. Oil battery terminal felt
washer. If the battery posts or cable terminals are corroded, the cables should be cleaned
separately with a soda solution and wire brush. After cleaning and before installing clamps,
apply a thin coating of a petrolatum to the posts and cable clamps to help slow corrosion. If the
battery has remain undercharged, check for loose or defective fan belt, defective alternator,
high resistance in the charging circuit, oxidized regulator contact points, or a low voltage
setting. If the battery has been using too much water, the voltage output is too high. Inspect for
deteriorated or plugged hoses. Inspect all hose connections. On engines with closed element
air cleaners, inspect crankcase ventilation filter and replace if necessary. On engines with open
element air cleaners, remove flame arrestor and wash in solvent then dry with compressed air.
Check the brake fluid regularly, for as the brake pads wear the level will drop rapidly. It should
be replenished only with the recommended fluid. Check disc brake assemblies to see if they are
wet; it would indicate a leaking cylinder. Disc brakes do not need periodic adjustments; they are
self adjusting. This is when the groove in the center of the pad is gone. Check by removing
wheel and looking directly into caliper. If shift is not smooth adjust clutch. Free play with pedal



released is approx. At clutch lever near firewall remove clutch return spring. To decrease clutch
pedal free play remove clutch pedal return spring and loosen lower nut on clutch pedal rod;
take up play with upper nut. Continue until proper play is obtained, then securely tighten top nut
and replace spring. To increase pedal play work nuts in opposite sequence. Disconnect the
clutch return spring at the cross shaft. Push the clutch lever until the pedal is against the rubber
stop under the dash. Loosen the two shaft locknuts and push the shaft until the throwout
bearing just touches the pressure plate spring. Tighten the top locknut toward the swivel until
the distance between it and the swivel is 0. Tighten the bottom locknut against the swivel.
Disconnect control linkage at carburetor throttle lever. Hold carburetor throttle lever in wide
position. Pull control linkage to wide open position. On vehicles equipped with automatic
transmission, pull through detent. Adjust control linkage to freely enter hole in carburetor
throttle lever. Connect control linkage at throttle lever. Remove air cleaner, disconnect
accelerator linkage at carburetor. Disconnect accelerator return and trans. Pull upper rod
forward until transmission is through detent. Open carburetor wide open, at which point ball
stud must contact end of slot in upper rod. Adjust swivel on end of rod if necessary. Disengage
the snap lock and position the carburetor to wide open throttle. Push the snap lock downward
until the top is flush with the rest of the cable. Pull detent switch driver to rear until hole in
switch body lines up with hole in driver. Open throttle fully and move switch forward until lever
touches accelerator lever. Tighten mounting bolt and remove pin. A rough idling engine may be
caused by a malfunction of the valve. Check by pinching vacuum hose to carburetor with
engine idling. If idling smooths out, the valve should be removed for cleaning or replacement if
something appears to be broken. The car should be standing on level ground and the oil level
checked with the dipstick. Withdraw the dipstick, wipe it with a clean rag, replace and withdraw
again. The mark made by the oil on the lower end of the dipstick will indicate the oil level. If
necessary, oil should be added through the filler cap. Never let the oil level fall so low that it
does not show at all on the dipstick. If in doubt, it is better to have a bit too much oil than too
little. Never mix oils of different brands, the additives may not be compatible. Place a pan under
the oil pan drain plug and remove plug. Be sure pan is of a large enough capacity to hold the oil.
Move pan under filter and remove filter by turning if counterclockwise. Clean gasket surface of
cylinder block. Coat gasket of new filter with engine oil. Thread filter into adapter. Tighten
securely by hand. Do not overtighten filter. Remove drop pan. Remove drain pan. Inspect oil
pan drain plug gasket and replace if broken, cracked, or distorted. Install drain plug and tighten.
Fill crankcase to required level with recommended oil. Operate engine at fast idle and check for
oil leakage. When changing oil filter, add one additional quart. Check fluid level with engine
idling, transmission in neutral and engine at normal operating temperature. Add fluid as needed
to bring level to mark. Do not overfill. Every 12, miles or sooner, depending on service, remove
fluid from sump and add new fluid. Operate transmission and check fluid level. Every 24, miles
the transmission sump strainer of the Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission should be replaced.
Raise car on lift, clean dirt and grease from area around the filler plug. Plug is located on side of
transmission case. Remove plug and place finger tip inside hole. The oil should be just about
level with the bottom edge of the hole. Add oil as needed, using a plastic syringe. With the car
standing level, clean dirt and grease from area around filler plug. Add oil, with a plastic syringe,
as needed. Download Corvette Dealers Sales Brochure. Your email address will not be
published. By using this form you agree with the storage and handling of your data by this
website. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.
Corvettes For Sale. Submit News. Share Tweet. Corvette Generation. C3 Corvette. Type and
Description: Full Independent rear suspension with frame-anchored differential unit. Position of
each wheel established by three links: tubular axle drive shafts, transverse strut rods, torque
control arms. Vertical suspension loads taken by transverse leaf springs. Built-in camber
adjustment at strut rod inner ends. Steering Steering Specs â€” Manual Steering Type â€”
Manual Recirculating ball nut â€” Power Integral, recirculating ball nut with hydraulic pressure
provided from a vane type pump. Ground Clearance 4. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email
address will not be published. See all results. This website uses cookies to ensure you get the
best experience on our website. By continuing to use this site you agree to these cookies. Learn
More. Okay, thanks. Principal members â€” underbody, front and rear end assemblies, dash
panel and hinge pillars are bonded, riveted, or bolted together and to each other. Hood is plastic
with bonded plastic reinforcement. Coupe: two removable roof panels and removable rear
window. Frame: all welded, full length, ladder construction with 5 crossmembers. Side Rails and
intermediate crossmembers box section; front crossmember box girder section. Eight
body-mounting points. OA: 3. On Sale. Garage Sale. Don't see what you're looking for? Click
below to see more ways to filter your search. Products to Compare max of 3 X. Muscle Car.
You've Selected:. Clear All. Select Your Vehicle. See More Filters. Sort by: Relevance Selected.



Show: 30 Results. Clutch, Flywheels and Flexplates. Automatic Transmission Parts. Shifters
and Control Modules. Adapters and Mounts. Manual Transmission Parts. Oil and Fluid Coolers.
Gauges and Accessories. Oil, Fluid, and Additive. Gaskets, Seals, and Filters. Part Ships Free.
Quick View. Outside Diameter: Transmission Speeds: 5-Speed Torque: ft. SFI Rating: Tooth
Count: Bolt Hole Pattern: Material Type: Steel. Overall Width: Part FRA Dipstick Mount Style:
Firewall Mount. Chevy Roller Pilot Bearing. Inside Diameter: 0. Overall Length: 1. Rod Length:
Depth: 2. Load More Products. Relevance Selected. Clutch, Flywheels and Flexplates Automatic
Transmission Parts Transmissions Shifters and Control Modules Adapters and Mounts Manual
Transmission Parts Oil and Fluid Coolers Gauges and Accessories Oil, Fluid, and Additive
Gaskets, Seals, and Filters 5. See More. See Less. Engine Family. Chevy Small Block V8 Chevy
Big Block V8 Chevy Degree V6 Chevy Inline Six Chevy W-Series V8 Oldsmobile V8 Pontiac V8
Buick Big Block V8 Buick Sma
1500 watt amp wiring kit
sony xav 60 manual
no power to 7 pin trailer connector f150
 ll Block V8 Chevy LS V8 Ford Small Block V8 Chevy Inline Four 9. Buick Nailhead V8 6. Buick
V6 5. Ford FE V8 5. Chevy Degree V6 4. Ford Big Block V8 4. GMC V6 3. Chrysler Hemi V8 2.
Chrysler Small Block V8 2. Ford Inline Four 2. Pontiac Iron Duke Inline Four 2. Ford Flathead V8
1. AMC Inline Six 1. AMC V8 1. Cadillac V8 1. Chevy LT V8 1. Chrysler Big Block V8 1. Chrysler
Inline Four 1. Chrysler Slant Six 1. Chrysler V10 1. Chrysler V6 1. Ford Inline Six 1. Ford MEL V8
1. Ford V6 1. Ford Y-Block V8 1. Material Type. Hardware Included. Overall Length. Additional
Filters Don't see what you're looking for? Transmission Family. TH Powerglide TKO T5 Muncie
4-Speed Saginaw 4-Speed Saginaw 3-Speed C4 C6 AOD Torqueflite T56 FMX T10 T45 Bert 3.
Brinn 3. Falcon 3. Toploader 3. Bert Gen II 2. Bert LMZ 2. Early Ford 1. Dipstick Mount Style.
Transmission Speeds. Inside Diameter. Sold in Quantity. Customer Rating. See All Filters. See
Less Filters. Street Muscle Car Transmission. Change Your Vehicle.
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