00 oldsmobile silhouette

The Oldsmobile Silhouette is a minivan manufactured by General Motors for model years over
two generations. Production ended when General Motors discontinued the Oldsmobile brand in
General Motors ' first attempt at producing a minivan to compete with the Chrysler minivans ,
the rear wheel drive , truck-based Chevrolet Astro and its twin, the GMC Safari failed to make a
noticeable dent in Chrysler's near monopoly of the minivan market in the s. First shown to the
public in , the Pontiac Trans Sport concept car featured futuristic styling, individually removable
bucket seats with built-in stereo speakers, a gull-wing rear passenger door and extensive use of
glass including a glass-paneled roof. The Trans Sport was subsequently approved for
production without the gullwing door and the glass roof. While the Pontiac Trans Sport was
targeted at sport- and style-oriented buyers, the Lumina and Silhouette targeted the value and
premium markets respectively. The very first Oldsmobile Silhouette rolled off the assembly line
on August 1, In built-in child seats were added to the option list, which provided the ability to
switch two of the rear seats between adult and child seating with the pull of a seat-mounted tab.
Included with the level ride package, which utilized a compressor and air-pressurized rear
shock absorbers to maintain vehicle height regardless of load, was a control panel and air hose
kit that allowed the vehicle to be used to inflate tires, air mattresses, sporting equipment and
such. For the and model years, traction control was available with the engine option. The first
generation Silhouette was not available in Canada. Europeans grew accustomed to sleek
minivans thanks to the Renault Espace and did not object to the futuristic styling. For the
European market however, the Oldsmobile Silhouette was sold as the Pontiac Trans Sport by
replacing the Oldsmobile badging with Pontiac badging, along with Pontiac wheels. Sales in
Europe were good for an American import, but did not represent enough volume to make a
fourth, distinct model economically feasible. Like the Oldsmobile Silhouette, the European
Trans Sport did not receive any facelift, as the vans' initial styling had not been negatively
received there. In , a 1. The Pontiac Trans Sport of Europe was discontinued in In the United
Kingdom, it was sold as the Vauxhall Sintra. The design of these minivans was controversial. At
the time that the Oldsmobile Silhouette and its siblings were conceived, no one had tried to
market a stylish or sporty minivan, and GM felt that this represented a potentially large market
segment. They styled these minivans to be lower and sleeker than the competing brands. The
extremely large, long and sloped windshield and the resultant long distance to the base of the
windshield when sitting in the drivers seat made for a disconcerting driving experience until a
person could adjust to the "different" proportions. Automotive magazines christened the new
minivans " dustbuster " after a household appliance with a similar profile. The first engine in
these vans was a meager 3. Production of first generation Silhouettes and stablemates ended in
, at which time the Tarrytown, NY plant which produced them and which had been in operation
since , was shuttered and scheduled for demolition. The final 1st generation U-body Oldsmobile
Silhouette rolled off the assembly line on May 17, The redesigned Silhouette was built at
Doraville Assembly. The first Silhouette rolled off the assembly line on August 6, GM continued
to offer the Silhouette as their premium luxurious minivan, the Montana as the sporty one, and
the Venture as the basic version. The base model only offered for was the only model to offer
short-wheelbase and a driver side sliding door being only optional, when all the other trim
levels of the Silhouette were in long-wheelbase extended version and offered a standard driver
side sliding door. Having achieved second place in sales to Chrysler, General Motors brought
out an entirely new U platform series of minivans, theoretically based [ citation needed ] on the
lessons learned from its previous mis-steps. Still stinging from the criticism [ who? The vehicle
would be of steel unibody construction, and styling would be as conservative as possible. The
previous generation was a little too large [ citation needed ] for comfortably navigating
European streets, so this new range of models would be narrower and slightly smaller than was
the norm for the United States in order to produce a single range of minivans that GM hoped
would fill the needs of both the North American and European markets. New for this generation,
cabin air filters were installed, and the filters can be accessed from behind an access panel
easily accessed from inside the glove compartment. During the development of this generation
of the U-body minivan, General Motors extensively benchmarked [ citation needed ] the then
current Chrysler minivans. The resultant vehicles more closely resembled the immensely
successful trio of Chrysler minivans ; However, Chrysler would launch a completely redesigned
minivan line a year before GM. Two different wheelbase lengths were offered as well as dual
sliding doors. Silhouettes, in keeping with their luxury positioning, offered many features as
standard that were optional on competing makes and on its platform mates. In , it became one
of the first vehicles on the market to offer a VCR with overhead retractable LCD screen for back
seat viewing, which has since become a "must-have" option for families with children. For , the
Silhouette received a minor facelift that included a new grille and front bumper. Some
comments made by the IIHS after the first test in were:. In the side impact test, it received 5

stars for front passenger protection, and 5 stars rear passenger protection. The safety issues of
the Silhouette and other second generation U-body minivans were addressed with the third
generation redesign, which earned the highest rating of "Good" given by the Insurance Institute
in the frontal offset crash test. The Silhouette and its platform mates achieved slightly better
sales than their avant-garde predecessors, but also failed to capture a significant share of the
market. The Silhouette remained in production until the model year with minimal changes. The
Oldsmobile division of General Motors was shut down and no Oldsmobiles were produced after
the model year. The final Oldsmobile Silhouette rolled off the assembly line on March 31, The
spiritual successor to the Oldsmobile Silhouette within the General Motors lineup is the Buick
Terraza , which was built on an updated version of the U platform and occupied the luxury
minivan slot previously occupied by the Silhouette. Due to poor sales of all the third-generation
GM minivans, GM decided to exit the minivan market altogether. However, production of the
Uplander continued on for one more year along with the Pontiac Montana SV6 in Mexico and
Canada due to slightly better sales in those countries. Had the Oldsmobile division not been
discontinued it would be likely that the Silhouette would have been kept for the third generation
of the GM minivans. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. A minivan produced by General
Motors. This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve this article by adding
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. Motor
vehicle. See also: Pontiac Trans Sport. This article possibly contains original research. Please
improve it by verifying the claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only
of original research should be removed. May Learn how and when to remove this template
message. A division of General Motors , â€” Category Commons. Categories : Oldsmobile
vehicles Minivans Front-wheel-drive vehicles s cars s cars s cars Cars introduced in Hidden
categories: Articles with short description Short description is different from Wikidata Articles
lacking sources from July All articles lacking sources All articles with unsourced statements
Articles with unsourced statements from July Articles that may contain original research from
May All articles that may contain original research Articles with unsourced statements from May
All articles with specifically marked weasel-worded phrases Articles with specifically marked
weasel-worded phrases from May Articles with unsourced statements from February Commons
category link from Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn
to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version.
Wikimedia Commons. Oldsmobile Custom Cruiser. Saturn Relay Buick Terraza. Transverse
front-engine, front-wheel drive. Doraville, Georgia , United States. Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Oldsmobile Silhouette. Cutlass Calais. Cutlass Ciera. Cutlass Supreme.
Mid-size station wagon. Cutlass Cruiser. Delta Eighty Eight. Ninety Eight. Full-size station
wagon. Custom Cruiser. Personal luxury. With crisp handling, clean styling and an almost
endless features list, the Silhouette deserves a look from anyone considering a top-tier minivan.
Why do we like this Oldsmobile minivan so much? Because you name the feature, and Olds has
it. Want a sliding driver-side door? You get one here. Wish that passenger-side sliding door was
power operated? Olds has you covered. Want leather? A CD player? Separate audio controls for
rear passengers? Full-function traction control? A powerful V6? Maybe a touring suspension
with automatic leveling and an air-inflation kit? It's all here, depending on the model you pick.
Silhouette is available in three flavors all with dual sliding doors standard : a well-equipped GL,
an uplevel GLS, and the top-of-the-line Premiere. All are powered by a horsepower 3. Added to
the standard equipment list this year are convenience features such as retained accessory
power and rear reading lamps. Move all the way up to the Premiere, and you get nearly every
goodie standard, including the aforementioned combination television and video cassette
player for rear-seat passengers and the touring suspension. Among the few options are a
3,pound towing package, OnStar communications, an engine block heater and the obligatory
gold package. Every time we've driven the Silhouette, we've come away quite impressed. These
well-equipped Oldsmobile minivans are smooth and powerful. Thanks to excellent road feel
provided by precise steering and easily modulated brakes, they are actually fun to drive,
something that can't be said about many of today's best-selling makes. Our complaints are
limited to uncomfortable rear seating and a noticeable amount of cheap-looking plastic inside
the cabin. As you've probably guessed, we like the Oldsmobile Silhouette, and find its exterior
styling to be the most attractive of GM's trio of sister minivans. Even in today's hotly contested
minivan market, where the latest entries from Honda and Mazda have upped the ante to new
heights, the Silhouette remains a solid choice. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands
of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to
help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply
research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used

vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Oldsmobile Silhouette. Is it better to lease or
buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And
from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments,
pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a
less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to
drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Oldsmobile lease specials Check out
Oldsmobile Silhouette lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review
Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Uncomfortable rear seats for adults, at least ,
spotty interior quality, poor offset crash-test history. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code.
See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The traction-control system has
been improved, and heated front seats are available in leather. There's also a redesigned
instrument cluster with dual trip odometers, as well as upgraded radios, interior lighting and
electrical system functions. Read more. Write a review See all 28 reviews. One of the Best
Vehicles I've Owned. Bought our used in with over , miles on it. Has made several long, out of
state trips and is our primary in town ride. I've replaced battery, starter, idle control valve, belt
and tensioner, tailgate lift cylinders, and rear air shocks. All reasonable repairs for a vehicle this
age. Love the space and seats. Excellent fuel economy. Nice driver. Solid overall construction.
Has been a reliable and very good van for hauling kids to ball games, moving music equipment,
and everything else! We could drive it up onto the wrecker, but the cost to repair the broken
front end was just not economical. We bought a different brand of minivan to replace the
Silhouette and I appreciate the Silhouette even more now. I especially miss the trip computer
with the electronic compass, MPG, etc. Our replacement Honda Odyssey doesn't have that and
it has taken me several months to get used to not seeing that information on the overhead
console. Read less. Need suv, don't want to sell Olds. We bought our Silhouette with 67k on it
and now have over k miles. I heard these vans were trouble when I bought it. All I can say is it
has been the most reliable vehicle I have ever owned. I like everything about it except
cupholders between the front seats which get stepped on then break. To date I have not had to
to any repairs at all but have kept up on the preventative schedule. I tow a lb boat medium
distances and this van tows great but lacks 4 wheel drive. The driver heated seat quit working
though at k. I really need a 4x4 but I hate to see it go. Best vehicle I ever owned. Love my Olds
Silhouette and would buy another one if they were still making them. I tell everyone how
absolutely wonderful this vehicle is. Economical on gas, comfortable for traveling and my
grandkids love riding in it. Easy to get into and out of which is an especially nice feature for
older folks and those with certain back problems. No tugging to pull yourself up and out of the
seat to exit the vehicle. Plus ease of motion to get into the vehicle. What a shame this awesome
vehicle has been dis- continued. I have about ,00 miles with nominal repairs. What a blessing
financially that is in this day and age with repair bills soaring out of site. Fantastic mode of
transportation. Great Van, but Interior Not Dependable. I bought this van with 12 miles on it and
have put over , on it. The power door had to be repaired three times, power windows twice,
power door locks three times. Its gas mileage is outstanding, averaging 25 mpg. This van
provides great comfort. Overall I am very pleased with it. See all 28 reviews of the Used
Oldsmobile Silhouette. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No
Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People
who viewed this also viewed 4 average Rating out of 13 reviews. Sponsored cars related to the
Silhouette. Sign Up. Would you like to sell products for this vehicle on Amazon. Learn how.
There's a problem loading this m
hhr alternator
01 cavalier
2001 ford taurus cabin air filter
enu right now. Learn more about Amazon Prime. Get free delivery with Amazon Prime. Back to
top. Get to Know Us. Amazon Payment Products. English Choose a language for shopping. Skip
to main content. Exterior Accessories. Mirrors Exterior Mirrors Towing Mirrors. Interior
Accessories. Amazon Music Stream millions of songs. Amazon Advertising Find, attract, and
engage customers. Amazon Drive Cloud storage from Amazon. Alexa Actionable Analytics for
the Web. Sell on Amazon Start a Selling Account. AmazonGlobal Ship Orders Internationally.
Amazon Rapids Fun stories for kids on the go. ComiXology Thousands of Digital Comics.
DPReview Digital Photography. East Dane Designer Men's Fashion. Shopbop Designer Fashion
Brands. Deals and Shenanigans. Ring Smart Home Security Systems. Amazon Subscription
Boxes Top subscription boxes â€” right to your door. PillPack Pharmacy Simplified. Amazon
Renewed Like-new products you can trust. Amazon Second Chance Pass it on, trade it in, give it

a second life.

